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‘The New York State Building Code Commission on February 19 began 
distribution of copies of its proposed one- and two-family dwellings 
code, and a 280-page illustrated manual indicating acceptable con= 
struction methods and test procedures for ai ts pare methods under 
the code. 


_Distribution bovaree 1567 municipalities of the State, and more than 
ie housand groups, including national, regional, statewide, and 


fe 


cal ‘architectural and engineering socletiés; building standardiza- 
tion, research, contracting, labor union, and building-product 
manufacturing organizations. Copies also were sent to top officials 
in thirty-six other states concerned with building laws on a state- 
wide basis. 


Distribution of the documents was based on the Commission's policy of 
placing review cdpies in the hands of representatives of trade, pro- 
fessional and industry associations for group comment. 


The Commission has requested written reviews from the various groups 
for study by it in connection with the preparation of the final draft 
of the dwellings code scheduled for issuance after public hearing this 
spring. 


Comment and criticism received from recipients of the present draft 
of the code and manual will be reviewed carefully by the Commission. 
Matter dealing specifically with technical subjects will be referred 
to the technical division for analysis and for recommendations to the 
Commission. The Commission expects tohave its analysis and recommenda- 
tions completed by the end of April for possible revisions to be 


contained in the final drafts which will be issued as soon thereafter 


as possible. 


THE LAW REGARDING OBJECTIONS TO THE CODE 


The Commission wishes to draw the attention of municipal veelcers 
pertinent provisions of the State Building Code Law respecting objection 
to the applicability of the nce Building Construction Code within 
their me CALA ALD 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


The purpose of the law is to institute the preparation of a state code 
of building construction alternatives applicable to areas having 
building regulations and to provide, so far as may be practicable, e; 

_ basic and uniform eae gto ; 


Section 179 of the law sates: 
- "Such rules and regulations [as adopted by the Coanission] shall be 

collectively known as the state building construction. code. Such — 
rules and regulations, when adopted as hereinafter provided, shall, x 
notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, be acceptable. oe 
as complete lawful “alternatives to the requirements specified in 

any building regulations heretofore or hereafter adopted or eaniad 
and shall be acceptable and enforceable as such, provided how- 
ever, that in any municipality in which local building rsanle 
tions have been adopted or enacted and are in effect, the lecal 
legislative body, by resolution duly adopted or enacted, way within — 
thirty days after publication in the state bulletin of the notice 
required by subdivision one of section one hundred eighty-two file 
objection to any proposed code or portion thereof of limited applica- 
tion as provided in section one. hundred eighty-one, proposed by the 
commission. The resolution of the local legislative body shall be 
transmitted to the state building code fommission at its principal | 
office and to the secretary of state for filing in the office of the 
department of state. The filing of any such resolution shal} shay ith 
respect to such municipality the applicability of any code, or such — 
portion thereof, and the provisions of this article. | The local” 
legislative body may by resolution similarly transmitted withdraw any 
such objection at any time, inwhich event such code, or portion thereof, 
shall become operative in such municipality in the ‘manner and te the. Ct ee 
extent provided for in this article." oe Be fee 


Subdivision | of saetion 182 of the oe “veads as  galtnae "after 

the formulation of any proposed rule or. regulation, or any proposed 
modification, amendment or repeal of a rule or regulation, ‘the comission 

shall hold public hearings at such places and times as it. may deen 

ap propriate. Wotice of such hearings, together with a brief general 

description of such proposed rules or regulations, or modification, 

amendment or repeal of rules or regulations shall be provided by 
publication in the state bulletin and by such other means as the - a eae 
commission may determine will afford adequate public notice thereof.” . le 


Three soaths 1a Savane of the publ Tcattou < tecat ‘aelices te 
Commission will notify each municipality of the State through the STATE i 

BUILDING CODE NEWSLETTER of its intent to have published in the State | 
' Bulletin the notice of public hearing on the one— and pica biases 
dwellings code. This will permit municipalities a longer period of — 
deliberation than gaeaehe called for in cts Vere See LO. age ee ee 


TIME FOR CODE COMMENT EXTENDED TO APRIL 2 


Following conferences with architectural and engineering 
society representatives, and with municipal officials in 
few York City om February 19, 20 and 21, the Commission 
amnownced that the original deadline for comment on the 
proposed dwellings code and manual set for March 2 has 
been extended to April 2. This extension is being sade 
in order to persit consultation by statewide professional 
society representatives with constituent local society 
_ building code committees on provisions contained in the 
proposed draft. The deadline is being extended to all 
reached by the present distribstion of the code and manual, 
including, among others, building contracting groups, 
labor unions, and trade associations. 


PROFESS IOWAL STUDYING CODE DRAFT 
‘Represemtatives of constituent chapters and sections of the architectural and 
-- @agineering societies of the state net with members of this Commission in 
- ew York City on February 19 and 20. 
‘The societies represented were: The New York State Association of Architects, 
the Hew York State Society of Professional Engineers, American Society of 


Mechanical Engineers, American Society of Civil Engineers, American Institute 
 @f Electrical Engineers, Mumicipal Engineers of the City of Hew York, the 


Association of iran and Steel Engineers, American Society of Safety Engineers, 
and the American Society of Heating and Ventilating Engineers. 


The purposes of the conferences were twofold: (i) To explain the concept of 
the performance-type code, wsing the present proposed draft of the ome- and 
two-family dwellings code and the code manual as examples, and (2) To enlist 
ain sppratsnl of the documents fre a discip! ined, pratpesi anal point of view. 


. ‘The Rew York State Association of Architects tareush i epocial comittee, and 

the Hew York State Society of Professional Engineers through its building 

code comittees, will canduct group discussions during March with the object 

of presenting comments of their respective organizations on the code and 

mancal to the Commission. The representatives of the founder engineering 

 gecieties will confer with members of their respective sections with the 
similar object of presenting comments by the deadline of April 2. 


72 MUNICIPALITIES REPRESENTED AT CODE CONFERENCE 


One or more official representatives of seventy-two municipalities of 
the State attended a conference called by the Commission for the pur-— 
pose of discussing the dwellings code and 1 eo at the Hotel peat 
New York. City, on ocddee ao 2i. ‘ 


as rep resentaitces were given a detailed explanation of the docunanta 
through the presentation of slides based on matter contained in the 
code and manual. The representatives showed marked interest in the 
discussions regarding applicability of the code, its enforcement by 
local officials, and procedure for establishing code variations for 
municipalities seeking them. 
In addition to the municipal representatives of the State, guests at 
the conference included as observers top building officials of the. 


State of Ohio, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and National Research 7 


Council of Canada. _ 
The following municipalities were represented at the conference: 


Cities: 


Albany, Cortland, Gloversville, Kingston, Mount Vernon, New ; rochevie) e 
Wew York City, North Tonawanda, Rochester, Rye, Saratoga Springs, 
Schenectady, Syracuse, Tonawanda, Utica, Watertown, White Plains, 
Yonkers. 


Towns: 


Brighton (Monroe County), Brookhaven, Carmel, Eastchester, Grand 
island, Greenburgh, Harrison, Hempstead, Henrietta, Huntington, Islip, 
Kent, Mamaroneck, Mount Pleasant, New Castle, North Hempstead, Orange- 
town, Patterson, Perth, Putnam Valley, Rotterdam, Rye, Somers, South 
East, Southport, Tonawanda, Washington, Yorktown. 


Villages: 


Brightwaters, Bronxville, Dobbs Ferry, East Rockaway, Farmingdale, “ 
Floral Park, Flower Hill, Freeport, Garden City, Hastings-on-Hudson, 
flempstéad, Irvington, Larchmont, Lynbrook, Mamaroneck, Munsey Park, 


North Pelham, Ossining, Pelham, Pleasantville, Port Chester, Rockville ee 


Centre, Scarsdale, Sea Cliff, Tuckahoe, Valley Stream. 


NEW YORK STATE BUILDING CODE COMMISSION 
Chairman Edward J. McGrew, Jr., New York City (on military leave) 
Vice Chairman George Bain Cummings, Binghamton 


Commissioner Walker S. Lee, Rochester — 
Corfimissioner Ralph A. Lehr, Buffalo — 
“Commissioner William Lescaze, New York City 
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REVISIONS OF PROPOSED DWELLINGS CODE AND MANUAL 


The Technical Division of the Commission on April 2 began analysis 
of comment and criticism received from recipients of the February | 
edition of the proposed State Building Construction Code applicable 
to one- and two-family dwellings, and of the Code Manual indicating 
methods and test procedures for alternate methods acceptable under 
the code. 


The review edition of the proposed code and manual was mailed to of- 
ficials of the 1567 municipalities of the State, and to more than a 
thousand groups, including architectural and engineering societies, 
building trades unions and councils, contractors' associations, 
mortgage finance, and other business, trade and professional organi- 
zations. 


Each recipient of the review edition was requested to submit commen- 
tary on the documents. In the case of architectural and engineering 
Organizations, special code committees were appointed by the groups on 
a statewide basis to consider the code and manual and make comments 
representing the point of view of the associations. 


The Commission will consider carefully all valid criticisms and 
suggestions. As the commentary is received it will be organized 
under applicable sections of the code and manual so that all matter 
pertaining to a given section may be considered together. After 
careful analysis of suggestions, changes will be made as the need for 
them appears. A special effort will be made to clarify the intent 


wherever public reaction indicates differences THE ater tag bore 
APR 13 1$55 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


Editorial comment by newspapers dealing with the subject of 
mission's proposed one- and two-family dwellings code in effect 
stresses that municipalities of the State are being provided with a 
means toward eventual uniformity and improvement in local building re- 
gulations. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT ON DWELLINGS CODE 


The New York Times on February 20 expressed the hope that the final 


draft of the dwellings code "wins wide acceptance. We particularly 


hope that cities,including New Vari) will refrain from bh iad rejection 
of reform that outs denote a mind closed to improvement." 

The Rochester Times-Union on the same date stressed the tusn tage of 
the performance-type code, reduced housing costs made possible through 
uniform codes, and ended its comment on the "big step forward” taken 
by the Commission with the sentence: "We wish it luck." 


The North Tonawanda News on February 2! dealt with the local code 
situation, and observed: "The New York State Building Code Commission 
this week came up with the first in a series of regulations that may 
be just the answer to our problems here. *** Our cities should find 
the State code acceptable. This appears to be an economical solution 
to our building code muddle, and we urge our officials to study the 
State code carefully and be prepared to employ it here as soon as 
possible." 


The Syracuse Post Standard on February 26 declared editorially: 
"Syracuse can well afford to study carefully the State Building Code 


proposed by Governor Dewey. The same thing goes for the 19 towns of 
the county." The Post Standard drew attention to the differing re- 
quirements in the city as compared with other municipalities in 
Onondaga County and concluded: "Adoption of an over-all code such as 
the Governor proposes might well be of benefit to both city and towns 
alike, giving the city less rigid but still sound engineering factors, 
helping the towns to control residential developments." 


The Yonkers Herald Statesman voiced the editorial opinion also ex- 
pressed in other Westchester County newspapers that local officials 
have a mandate to familiarize themselves with the provisions of the 
new code. It suggested that they act in concert on a county-wide basis 
on acceptance or rejection of the Commission's code. 


The Ogdensburg Journal on February 22 urged the adoption of the 
dwellings code in that city, drew attention to the numerous services 
available to municipalities from the Commission, and stressed eco- 
nomies made possible to cities by using the Commission's services. 


The Potsdam Courier Freeman on March | stated editorially: "The publi- 
cation of this code and the plans the State has for publishing codes 
pertaining to other types of construction are excellent demonstrations 
of the ideal relationship between a state and the communities within 
it. A village the size of Potsdam cannot afford the detailed research 
and study which is necessary before a building code, for example, can 
be drawn up and adopted. But for the public safety and welfare, such 
laws are imperative. The tremendous research facilities at the State's 
command have been utilized in this case to benefit all the communities 
in the state at slight per capita cost, if enough communities are 
willing to take advantage of the work. The use of the central govern- 
ment in this way is not ‘paternalism’, although there may be a few 
who will raise this cry. Actually it is a sensible, saving method to 


!MPORTANT 
1951 AMENDMENTS TO THE STATE BUILDING CODE LAW 


Governor Dewey has signed a bill amending the State 
Building Code Law in certain important particulars. The 
amendments take effect immediately. The method by which 
municipalities may now adopt the State Building Construc- 
tion Code has been simplified and the right to come with- 
in the application of the code has been extended to all 
of the municipalities of the State, whether or not they 
have local building codes or regulations. The principal 
changes effected by the 195! amendments are: 


1. Sec. 175, Statement of Legislative Findings and 
Purposes. 

The clause limiting the purpose of the act to the 
preparation of a State code of building construction 
applicable to areas having building regulations has been 
deleted. The code to be promulgated by the Commission 
will nowapply to each municipality which elects to accept 
the application of the code. 


[het Sect. 177.) Definitions. 


A subdivision 13 has been added defining "State 
Building Construction Code" as the code provided for in 
section 179, or any portion thereof of limited application. 


Lia ece 179, Purpose of the Commission. 


‘That portion of subdivision | which provided, in 
effect, that the State Building Construction Code shall 
be acceptable as a complete lawful alternative to local 
building regulations except in municipalities that reject 
the code within 30 days after publication of notice, has 
been deleted. Itis no longer necessary for amunicipality 
to reject the State code in order to avoid the applica- 
tion of such code. 


1¥V. 179-a, Procedure for Acceptance and Withdrawal. 


This is a new section. Subdivision | provides that 


the State Building Construction Code shall be applicable 
in each municipality inthe State which, by local legisla- 
tive resolution, accepts the applicability of the code. 
No time limit is prescribed for acceptance. Acceptance 
of the State code under this provision does not involve 
advertising the text of the code by municipalities which 
elect to accept it. ! | 
Subdivision 2 provides, in effect, that any munici- 
pality which has accepted the State code may, at any time 
after one year, withdraw fromthe application of the code. 
Subdivision 3 provides, in effect, that a munici- 
pality which has withdrawn from the application of the 
code may, at any time thereafter, restore the applica- 
tion of the code. 
The balance of the amendments do not materially 


change the effect of the law. Under the law as amended, 
the State Building Construction Code continues to be an. 


alternative (in respect to the buildings to which it is 
applicable) to local codes in municipalities having 
accepted the State code, and it continues to be an alter- 
native (for such buildings) to other building regulations 
contained in other laws and in the rules and regulations 
of governmental bodies authorized to promulgate building 
codes. 

A municipality having elected to come within the 
application of the State code may no longer reject 
modifications and additions to that code subsequently 
promulgated by the Commission. On the other hand, such 
a municipality now has the right, at any time after one 
year has elapsed since such code became so applicable, 
to withdraw from the application of the entire State code. 

Under the 1951 amendments, municipalities retain the 
right to receive notice of each proposed modification, 
amendment or repeal affecting the State Building Con- 
struction Code, together with the right to receive and 
inspect the text of each proposed change and the right to 
attend public hearings thereon before such change becomes 
effective. 

Administration and enforcement of the State Building 
Construction Code continues to be exclusively within the 
jurisdiction of the municipalities, as prescribed by 
local law or ordinance. 


defeat many problems which plague smaller population units.*** Like 
the zoning ordinance, which was formulated with state help, it will 
be a solid example of what should be happening to your taxes." 


The White Plains Reporter Dispatch on March § stated editorially that 


"there is little doubt many of the local building laws in this county 
are archaic, overly-complex and unduly restrictive." The Reporter 
Dispatch declared that "there is widespread need here for the modern- 
ized procedures for which Governor Dewey stressed the need when he 
asked creation of the New York State Building Code Commission". I[t 
said, "Westchester's officialdom should, it seems to us, at least make 
sure that the spirit of the Governor's proposal is reflected either in . 
revised local codes or through adoption of the State code. *** {t 
should not be the disposition of any Westchester municipality just to 
sit on its hands and stubbornly insist things are all right as they 
are." : 


The Nyack Journal News, in an editorial in its March 6 issue, stated: 


"The State has recognized the problem facing the community in its 
quandary of a desire to have a building code and inability to get one 
whipped into shape by working up a general program at the top level 
which may, by local consideration, be adapted to local problems. *** 
The work done by the State on a uniform building code for local appli- 
cation is apparently coming at just the psychological moment." 


BUILDING REGULATIONS COVER 339 MUNICIPALITIES 


A survey made by the Commission reveals that at least 339 municipali- 
ties, or 21.6 per cent of the total in this State, have building codes 
Or regulations. The Commission's survey questionnaire was mailed to 
1567 municipalities, and replies were received from 1327, equivalent 
to 84.7 per cent of the total. 


The results of the survey in tabular form follow: 
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TESTING PROCEDURES UNDER STATE BUILDING CODE LAW 


Inquiries are being received by the State Building Code Commission re- — 
garding the acceptability of specific trade products under provisions 
of the proposed dwellings code. The Commission will be enabled to 
proceed toward consideration of product acceptances once the ie a 
code is adopted in final form. 


Under the Commission's plan, application for determination of accepta- 
bility of methods, materials, and equipment may be made by a party in 
interest. Supporting data, if available, will be asked for; if un- 
available, the Technical Division in conference with the applicant will 
suggest a procedure by which the applicant may acquire such data from 
accredited sources. 


if, in the judgment of the Technical Division, performance tests are 
required, the division will recommend that they be undertaken by the 
applicant. The Technical Division will make its recommendations to 
the Commission with respect to all applications. In the event that 
the subject material, equipment or technique meets, in the judgment of 
the Commission, the functional requirements of the code, it will be 
certified as acceptable, whatever qualification there be for accepta- 
bility being indicated in the certificate. 


PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION FAVORS PERFORMANCE CODES 


The Committee on the Hygiene of Housing of the American Public Health 
Association in a report published under the title, Construction and 
Equipment of the Home, takes exception to specification-type codes in 
force in American municipalities, and declares that "the only satis- 
factory solution to this problem of obsolete codes lies in the replace- 
ment of outmoded specification codes by performance codes which set 
forth the basic objectives to be attained, and permit the use of any 
materials or methods that will adequately attain the ends in view." 


The report states that "the development of performance codes covering 
geographic areas of a size to support the necessary administrative 
staff is the only sensible approach" to the handling of building regu- 
lations. The committee singles out for particular laudation the ap- 
proach of the New York State Building Code Commission in its services 
to the municipalities of this State. 


NEW YORK STATE BUILDING CODE COMMISSION 
Chairman Edward J. McGrew, Jr., New York City (on military leave) 
Vice Chairman George Bain Cummings, Binghamton 


Commissioner Walker S. Lee, Rochester 
Commissioner Ralph A. Lehr, Buffalo 
Commissioner William Lescaze, New York City 
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Code 


Municipalities desiring to adopt the State Building Construction 

applicable to one- and two-family houses, promulgation of which will 
occur upon completion of revisions of the proposed code published last 
February 19, may doso by enactment or adoption of a resolution by the 
local legislative body accepting the applicability of the code, and 
filing a certified copy of the resolution in the office of the State 
Building Code Commission and in the office of the Secretary of State. 


NEW PROCEDURE FOR ADOPTION OF STATE CODE 


The new procedure permits all municipalities, whether or not they have 

building codes or building ordinances, to adopt the State code at 

will. They may withdraw application of the code at any time after 

one year of applicability elapses, and may restore the application, 

if they choose, at any time by resolution. [It is no longer necessary 
.) for a municipality to act affirmatively to reject the State code. 


All cities, towns and incorporated villages will receive copies of 
the next edition of the one- and two-family dwellings code, which will 
be subject to public hearing before final promulgation. Notice of 
public hearing wild be contained in the STATE BUILDING CODE NEWSLETTER 
preceding distribution of the code, as well as in the STATE BULLETIN. 


COMMISSION TO PREPARE MULTIPLE RESIDENCE REGULATIONS 


The State Building Code Commission will undertake soon the preparation 
of rules and regulations specifically delegated to it under the Multi- 
ple Residence Law recently signed by Governor Dewey. 


The law establishes minimum standards of fire protection, structural 
safety, and sanitary requirements in new and old buildings housing 
three or more families, including hotels, lodging and tourist houses, 
dormitories, fraternity houses, convalescent and nursing homes, and 
other multiple residence buildings. 


The law is applicable throughout the State except in the cities of 

Dd Buffalo and New York where the Multiple Dwelling Law is presently in 
effect. It will provide basic safety requirements for the first time 
in many areas, and should result in improved safety for occupants of 
resort hotels among other multiple residence buildings. 


The Multiple Residence Law calls for local administration and enforce- 
ment, and expressly preserves the right of municipalities to adopt 
more restrictive laws or ordinances. Municipalities without enforce- 
ment agencies are empowered and directed to employ a person or de- 


partment for the enforcement of the law in their geographic juris- 


dictions, but are permitted to act with one or more other municipali- 
ties in setting up an enforcement agency under a joint agreement. 


While the law sets forth the specific requirements to be met, it re- 
quires that conformance be in accordance with rules and regulations 
of the Commission with respect to fire-alarm and fire-detecting 
systems, sprinkler systems, fire escapes, and watchman's clock 
systems. The Commission also has the power to promulgate rules and 
regulations carrying into effect certain provisions wherein approval 
of the local enforcement agency of materials and methods, not spe- 
cifically codified, is required. The Commission's regulations will 
indicate the basis for such approvals. 


The law provides that upon promulgation of a multiple dwellings code 
by the Commission, the provisions of the Multiple Residence Law shall 
become inoperative with respect to the construction of new multiple 
dwellings in municipalities where the State code becomes applicable 
through local adoption. 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF REVIEW 


Upon the promulgation of the State Building Construction Code appli- 


cable to one- and two-family dwellings, the Commission will designate 
three of its members or officers to act as the State building con- 


struction board of review under article 186 of the State Building Code 


Law. 


In event it is found expedient to constitute one or more additional 
boards of review with similar powers and duties, the Commission will 
do so as permitted by law, the object being to assure prompt action 
on all applications with a minimum of travel or other inconvenience 
to the applicants. 


The board of review will be empowered, on satisfactory ae wie 
Raine hearing, to do the following: 


|. Vary or modify any requirement of the code where strict com- 
pliance would entail practical difficulties or cause unnecessary 
hardship. Any variance or modification, however, shall not substan- 
tially affect adversely provisions for health, safety and security. 


2. Reverse, modify or annul any ruling or order of any State 
agency or local building department affecting or relating to the con- 
struction of any building, the construction of which is pursuant or 
purports to be pursuant to the provisions of the State code. 


3. Review, after disapproval or failure to approve within sixty 
days after submission, any application for permission to construct a 
building pursuant to the State code. The board may reverse, modify 
or annul such disapproval, or make a determination that application 
or plans or specifications are in compliance with the code. If such 
determination be made, the State or municipal officer charged with 
the duty is required by law to issue any permit or other document re- 
quired for such construction. 


An application for a variance, modification, reversal, annulment or 
review may be made by any person aggrieved at such time and pursuant 
to such procedure as prescribed by the board of review. The board 
has the power to charge and collect reasonable fees therefor, and 
the schedule of such fees will be established by the Commission. 


The board has the power to subpoena all papers constituting the record 
upon which the application is based, and the law requires the State 
or municipal officer in charge of such documents to transmit them to 
the board upon subpoena. An application to the board stays all pro- 
ceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from unless the State 
agency or local building department shows that a stay would involve 
imminent peril to life or property. (Continued on next page) 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE NEWSLETTER ° 


THE STATE BUILDING CODE NEWSLETTER is being mailed reg- 
ularly to municipal officers; State agencies concerned 
with building and building-occupancy regulations; offi- 
cers and building-code committee members of national, 
statewide, and local architectural and engineering so- 
cieties; executive officers of business and trade organ- 
izations in the building industry; national, State and 
local building trades employers associations and trade 
unions; executive officers of building standardization 
and research associations; mortgage finance association 
officers, as well as executives of real estate, building 
management, appraisal, civic, planning, zoning and 
kindred associations. The current NEWSLETTER reaches 
more than 5000 individuals and organizations. 


The cooperation of those receiving the NEWSLETTER is 
solicited in keeping the lists up to date and accurate. 
Sources used inthe original compilation are infrequently 
revised. Associations receiving the NEWSLETTER are re- 
quested to indicate changes in officers when they occur. 
Even though a change in officers occurs, retiring offi- 
cers will be kept on the mailing lists upon their re- 
quest. 
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COMMENT ON DWELLINGS CODE UNDER REVIEW 


The Technical Division of the Conmission has collated 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS ON DWELLINGS cost, "-LINOIS 


The State Building Code Commission will conduct public hearings on the 
State Building Construction Code applicable to one=- and two-family 
dwellings in New York City and Syracuse next month. 


The first of the two hearings will be held in Room 500, State Office 
Building, 80 Centre Street, New York City, beginning at 2 o'clock in 
the afternoon on October 8. 


The second hearing will be held in the auditorium of University 
College, Syracuse University, 60! East Genesee Street, Syracuse, 
beginning at 2 o'clock in the afternoon on October 9. 


The text of the proposed code is available for inspection at the 
office of the Commission on the twenty-third floor of 1740 Broadway, 
New York City. 


Copieg of the code are being mailed, beginning September 21, to New 
York State agencies, local building departments, state and municipal 
officers, and executive officers of local, statewide and national pro- 
fessional, trade, research, labor and business organizations affili- 
ated with the building industry. The mailing covers about 6000 
persons and organizations known to have an interest in the code. 


Following the public hearings, the Commission will consider modifica- 
tion or amendment of the code, if the testimony of the hearings 
dictates. The code will become effective on November |, and may be 
adopted at will by any municipality of the State by resolution of the 
local legislative body. 


Under section 379 of the State Building Code Law, the local legisla- 
tive body of any municipality by resolution may recommend to the Com- 
mission the adoption of rules and regulations imposing higher or more 
restrictive standards for construction in such municipality than 
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contained in the code. if the Commission finds such higher or more 
restrictive standards are reasonably necessary because of special 
conditions prevailing within the municipal ity and that such stan=— 
dards conform with accepted engineering and fire-prevention prac- 
tices, the Commission may adopt such rules or regulations, in whole. 
or in part. 


The code is a revision of the proposed draft distributed widely 
throughout the State last spring, and contains revisions based on 
research by the technical staff of the Commission, and changes re- 

sulting from study of recommendations of architectural and engi-. 


neering societies and others. 


The proposed Code Manual, copies of which were distributed with the 

proposed code last spring, is under extensive revision, and in re-” 
vised form will be issued in a few months as a practical guide to. 
building officials, builders and building designers in applying, 

interpreting, and enforcing the codes The Manual will. be in loose-. 

leaf form so that additional data sheets may be inserted as issued. 
New data sheets will be prepared on the basis of continuing research 
by the Technical Division, and will be the principal instrument for 
keeping interested persons informed as to new methods, materials, — 
and equipment acceptable under provisions of the code. " 


POPULATION AND BUILDING REGULATIONS. 
On the basis of final population figures for New York State munici= 
palities so far released by the United States Bureau of the Census, | 
it appears that approximately 15 per cent of the inhabitants of the. 
State reside in municipalities which have no local building laws or. 
regulations of any kind. 1 hee Hoste fon 


¥ 


Surveys undertaken by the Commission indicate that about 25 per cent 
of the number of municipalities of the State have building regula=_ 
tions in force. These municipalities contain approximately 85 per’ 
cent of the State's population. at, ee he ons 


The principal areas of unregulated building are in unincorporated 
municipalities, and other areas within towns. Less than 10 per cent - 
of the 950 towns of the State have building laws, but 220 of the 555 
incorpurated villages within the towns have ordinances in some 


degree applying to buildings. ites . 


While the proportion of inhabitants of the State residing in muni-_ 
cipalities having building regulations is probably as high as in 
other states, the statistical picture does not tell the complete 
story. i kk be ee) apis 
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In an analysis of 245 of the local codes and building ordinances in 


f force, the Commission's researchers have found one to four major 
' deficiencies in most of them, such as obsolescent provisions, ine 
igs ' ° Fi . bg elas ° 
completeness with respect to fireproofing, inflexibility arising 
~ from rigid specification provisions, and wide disparity in require- 
_ ments arising from failure to base standards on common professional 
practices. 
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MULTIPLE RESIDENCE LAW ENFORCEMENT 
- After July ty, 1952, municipalities of the State will be called upon 
to enforce provisions of the new Multiple Residence Law. Those 
municipalities which do not now have building law enforcement 
machinery will soon be taking steps in preparation for local admin- 
istration of the law. 
Certain provisions of the law go into effect on July |, 1952 in all 
municipalities of the State, excepting New York City and Buffalo, 


- which are already protected by the Multiple Dwelling Law. 


i Under the Multiple Residence Law, municipalities without enforcement 
ae pre as agencies are directed to employ a person or department for enforce- 
ae ment. of the new law in their jurisdictions. They are permitted to. 

act with one or more other municipalities in setting up an enforce- 

> ment agency under a joint agreement. While 90 per cent of the 65 

cities of the State have building departments, less than 50 per cent 

of the 555. incorporated villages, and less than 10 per cent of the 

ee 950 towns of the State, are presently prepared to administer and 
Fa enforce the requirements of the law. 


: The Multiple Residence Law, which is mandatory, establishes minimua. 
standards of fire protection, structural safety, and sanitary re- 
quirements in new and old buildings housing three or more families, 
and applies to hotels, lodging and tourist houses, dormitories, 
fraternity houses, convalescent and nursing homes, and other mul- 
tiple residence buildings. While the minimum safety standards are 
mandatory throughout the State, the law expressly preserves the 
right of municipalities to adopt more restrictive laws or ordi- 
“nancese 


! $2! jt) a). Yh ws k 
- The president of the New York State Conference of Mayors and Other 
Municipal Officials by resolution adopted at the annual conference 
of the organization is appointing a committee to cooperate with the 
7} State Building Code Commission in preparation of certain rules and — 
regulations which the Commission will establish under the law. . 


MULTI-FAMILY DWELLINGS CODE IN PREPARATION 


The Technical Division of the Commission has begun preparation of 
the first draft of the State Building Construction Code applicable 
to multi-family dwellings. This code is not to be confused with the 
new Multiple Residence Law. The document will follow the one- and 
two-family dwelling code in general arrangement, with refinements 
dictated by the wider scope of construction methods and materials in 
multiple dwellings as contrasted with one- and two-family dwellings. 


The Technical Division's first draft will go to the Commission for 
discussion purposes, after which the Commission will deliberate its 
content with its consultants. Following such review a draft will be 
prepared for consideration by a |9=man board of specialists repre- 
senting the professions, research organizations and others. The 
draft resulting from these deliberations will then be given wide 
distribution to all municipalities, state agencies and organizations 
known to have an interest in the code for their review and recommen- 
dations. Such recommendations will be annotated by the Technical 
Division, with a proposed final draft prepared as a basis for public 

hearings and promulgation. c 


The Commission's procedure is dictated by the discipline of 
performance-type codes. The basic rationale of performance codes 
anticipates advances in the art of building, and little if any 
change in the legal requirements of the codes. In other words, the 
codes are to be more or less fixed, and the regulations thereunder 
so framed as to apply to changes in improved methods and materials 
as these are developed in the future. 
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
ONE- AND TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS CODE PROMULGATED 


The State Building Code Commission has officially promulgated the 
State Building Construction Code applicable to one- and two-family 
dwellings. The effective date of the code is November |. 


The code, on which public hearings were held early in October, is 
being promulgated without change in the draft distributed in September 
to municipal and state officials,the officers of construction industry 
associations, and allied groups. 


The code was given general approval by groups represented at the public 
hearings. Recommendations made at the hearings were studied in detail 
by the commission, but none was considered sufficiently compelling to 
warrant revision of the text now. A preliminary draft of the code was 
distributed widély during February and March of this year to architec- 
tural, engineering, and other groups, for detailed study. Scores of 
recommendations from these groups were incorporated inthe final draft. 


These are the first rules and regulations relating to the construction 
_of buildings, installation of equipment therein, and standards for 
materials to be used in connection therewith, including provisions for 
safety and sanitary conditions, to be issued by the commission. They 
thus comprise the first part of the State Building Construction Code 
to be promulgated by the commission, and which when completed, will 
relate to all types of buildings and occupancies. 


Adopted by municipalities as provided in the State Building Code Law, 
the one- and two-family dwellings rules and regulations are legally 
acceptable as complete lawful alternatives to the requirements specified 
for such building regulations heretofore and hereafter adcpted. 


The code becomes applicable in each municipality of the State in which 
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the legislative body adopts or enacts a resolution accepting the “ap- 
plicability of the code, and files a certified copy of such resolution 
in the office of the State Building Code Commission and in the office 
of the Secretary of State. Any municipality in which the code becomes 
applicable may, at any time after one year has elapsed, withdraw from 
the applicability of the code under the specific conditions set forth 
in section 374-a 2 of the State Building Code Law. The code will be 
enforced by local building officials, who will be afforded consultative 
and technical services of the commission. 


The code is formulated in terms of "performance objectives," as reduced 
by the law. This is a sharp departure from specification codes in 
general use in about’ 350 municipalities in this State, and in ap- 
proximately 2000 municipalities in other states. Specification codes 
have been criticized by code authorities on the grounds of their A 
flexibility, difficulty of amendment and failure to keep abreast of 
developments in the building industry. 


The principle of "performance objectives," which has guided the com- 
mission in its code drafting, requires that the provisions of the code 
be composed in such a way as to define the objectives to be attained 
in terms of structural, sanitation, fire prevention, and other forms 
of safety, without freezing into law specific methods or means of at- 
taining safety. It is the "open door" feature of the per formance-type 
code which has. commended it to code authorities. 


As a quide to designers, builders, building officials and others in 

the interpretation and application of this new type of code, the com- 

mission will issue in afew months amanual indicating acceptable methods 

and materials. The manual will be issued in loose-leaf form, and ad- 

ditions to it will be made from time to time as the commission's re- 

searches dictate. While the manual will show some acceptable ways of 

meeting requirements of the code, it will not. exclude any methods or 
materials which meet the code requirements. 


The commission has started preparation of a multi- family dwellings 
code, and plans promulgation next year. The commission will undertake 
the preparation of a comprehensive code,covering al] types of building, 
following issuance of the multi-family dwellings code. 


BOARD OF REVIEW DESIGNATED 


The State Building Code Commission Aas designated three of ‘its of- 
ficers to act as a State Building Construction Board of Review. The 
board is comprised of Commissioner Walker S. Lee, who was designated 


as chairman of the board; Hamilton Hicks, counsel to the commission, 
and Frederick Pavlicek, Jr., assistant technical director of the com- 
mission. The commission may, if it is deemed necessary in the future, 
constitute one or more additional boards of review with similar powers 
and duties. 


The board of review is legally empowered on satisfactory proof after a 
public hearing: 


|. To vary or modify, in whole or part, any provision or requirement 
of the State Building Construction Code where strict compliance with 
such provision or requirement would entail practical difficulties or 
Cause any unnecessary hardship,or is otherwise found to be unwarranted, 
provided, however, that any such variance or modification shall not 
substantially affect adversely provisions for health, safety and se- 
curity and that equally safe and proper alternatives may be prescribed 
therefor. 


2. To reverse, modify or annul, in whole or part, any ruling, di- 
rection, determination or order of any state agency or local building 
department affecting or relating to the construction of any building, 
the construction of which is pursuant or purports to be pursuant to 
the provisions of the State Building Construction Code. 


3. To review, after disapproval or upon failure to approve within 
sixty days after submission, any application for permission for the 
construction of a building pursuant to the provisions of the State 
Building Construction Code, or plans or specifications submitted in 
connection therewith; to reverse, modify or annul such disapproval in 
whole or part; and to make a determination that such application or 
plans or specifications are in compliance with the provisions of such 
code. If such determination be made, the state or municipal officer 
charged with the duty shall forthwith issue any permit, license, certi- 
ficate,authorization or other document reauired for such construction. 


An application for variance, modification, reversal, annulment or re- 
view may be made by any person aggrieved at such time, and pursuant to 
such procedure,conditions and rules as may be prescribed by the board. 
The board shall have power tocharge and collect reasonable fees there- 
for and to make rules governing such charges. The board shall fix a 
time for the hearing of an application and shall require that due 
notice be given of the time and place of such hearing to the applicant 
and the state agency or local building department involved, and such 
other interested persons as may be concerned. Any person or a duly 
authorized representative of any state agency or local building de- 


partment may appear at any such hearing and be heard on such applica- 
tion. 


The board may subpoena all of the papers and documents constituting 
the record upon which the application for a variance, modification, 
reversal, annulment or review is based, and the state or municipal 
officer incharge thereof shall forthwith upon receipt of the subpoena, 
transmit such papers and documents to’ the board. 


An application for a variance, modification, reversal, annulment or 
review shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed 
from unless there is ashowing by the state agency or the local building 
department that astay would involve imminent peril to life or property. 


The decision of the Board of Review shall be final on all questions of 
fact. Within thirty days after the mailing of notice of a decision by 
the board, any party in interest who appeared before the board in 
connection with the application may appeal questions of law involved 
in “such decision to the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, Third 
Department. The board may also, in its discretion, certify to such 
court questions of law involved in its decisions. Such appeals and 
the questions so certified shall be heard in asummary manner and shall 
have precedence over all other civil cases in such court except cases 
arising under the Workmen's Compensation Law and the Unemployment 
Insurance Law. An appeal may be taken from the decision of such court 
to the Court of Appeals in the manner and subject to the limitations 
provided in the Civil Practice Act. It shall not be necessary to file 
exceptions to the rulings of the board. Upon final determination of 
an appeal, the board of review shall enter a decision in accordance 
with such determination. . 


The commission is drafting the rules and regulations under which the 
Board of Review will operate. Since the element of time is frequently 
of great importance in appeals, it” is the commission's objective to 
make rulings within ten days after an application is placed before it. 
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MUNICIPALITIES ACT ON STATE CODE PROGRAM 


The promulgation of the State Building Construction Code applicable to 
one=- and two-family dwellings has stimulated interest in scores of mu- 
nicipalities throughout the State in the Commission's program of build- 
ing code reform and uniformity. 


Action has taken three forms: (1) passage of resolutions of adoption 
by the legislative bodies of municipalities; (2) discussions by legis- 
lative committees of municipalities of theCommission's program; (3) the 

bY establishment of officially appointed citizens committees for study of 
the State's code program. 


The technical and legal sections of the Commission have conferred with 
official bodies and committees, and committees of professional socie- 
ties, with respect to provisions of the Code and the State Building 
Code Law. Requests for conferences of this nature have been acceler- 
ated since the promulgation of the dwellings code. 


While all municipalities of the State were supplied with copies of the 
Code before its promulgation, requests for duplicate copies from mu- 
nicipal bodies during November--the first month in which the Code could 
be legally adopted by municipalities--were heavy. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR MULTIPLE RESIDENCE LAW 


The technical section of the Commission has completed a proposed draft 
of rules and regulations to be promulgated under the Multiple Residence 
Law. The rules and regulations relate specifically to fire-alarm, fire- 
detecting, and fire-escape systems; watchman's clock systems, sprinkler 
systems, and motor vehicle storage. 


Conferences have been arranged by the Commission with representatives 
of the International Association of Fire Chiefs, the New York State 


Association of Fire Chiefs, and the New York State Volunteer Firemen's 
Association, to discuss the proposed rules and regulations. 


CODE MANUAL PUBLICATION 


The Code Manual, revised from the draft which was given wide distribu-. 

tion earlier in the year to professional societies, trade and business — 
associations in the building industry, and to municipal officials, has 
been completed in manuscript form and is being readied for publication. 


The Manual will constitute an authoritative guide for building offi- 
cials, architects, engineers, builders, owners and others to assist 
them in the interpretation, application, and enforcement of the State 
Building Construction Code. 


While the exact date of publication has not been fixed, it is the Com- 
mission's desire to make printed copies available at the earliest pos- 
sible time. 


COMMISSION PUBLISHES BOOKLET ON HOW TO USE CODE 


The Commission has published a booklet entitled, "The State Building 
Construction Code--What It Is; How to Use It" (42 pages plus cover, 
84 by If inches, multigraphed). The booklet has been distributed to 
approximately 6000 municipal officials, builders' organizations, 2nd- 
officers of technical societies. 


The booklet describes how the State Building Construction Code operates 
in a community accepting its applicability. 1t explains operation of 
the provisions in the law which make the State Building Construction 
Code "a complete alternative" to the provisions of any local building 
codes now in existence. 


For the assistance of municipalities having no building code of their 
own, the booklet contains, among other features, a model ordinance es-— 
tablishing a local building department and prescribing the procedure 
for the issuance of building permits and certificates of occupancy, 

and for the collection of fees. ; ie 


Copies of the booklet are available on request to the Commission. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT ON THE CODE 


The Commission's program for building code improvement has been the 
subject of numerous editorials (see State Building Code Newsletter, 


No. 3, March-April 1951). The promulgation of the one- and two-family 
dwellings code in November occasioned further comment. Extracts of 
recent editorials follow: 


The New York Herald Tribune stated editorially on November 16: "Ma- 
maroneck--population 16,000--is the first community to take advantage 
of the new state building code promulgated by the commission estab- 
lished under the law passed in 1949. The essence of this code is that 
it permits use of new materials which have passed certain performance 
tests, thus making for greater flexibility in the choice of materials 
to meet specific needs. ... 


"The new State Building Code Commission undertakes to keep the uniform 
State code up to date, which will free municipalities from the burden 
and expense of drafting, promulgating, amending and otherwise servic- 
ing an individual local code. ... Here (in New York City) wehave the 
additional confusion and expense created by standards and regulations 
and interpretations of the city code that differs as between boroughs. 
Along with the other cities in the State we should follow the example 
of our neighbor--Mamaroneck.” 


The Hempstead Review on November |5 declared editorially: "Mayors and 
village trustees from Nassau communities were urged by the Long Island 
Home Builders Institute Tuesday night to adopt the new State Building 
Code. The code was drawn up by the State Building Code Commission for 
use by any village, town or city which chooses to adopt it. ... If this 
new building codecan mean cheaper homes without a drop in standards it 
should be adopted.” 


An editorial in the Schenectady Union Star on November |7 stated: "... 
the State's new building code, which went into effect November |, ... 
was authorized by the 1949 Legislature and later written after hearings 
had been held in various sections of the State. 


"The new code is radically different from those in effect in most lo- 
calities in that it is based on performance of functional standards 
rather than on specifications. Among the objectives are the encourage- 
ment of the use of new materials and standardization of building pro- 
ducts and methods in the interest of economy. ... 


"The new code may be adopted by the legislative bodies of cities, coun- 
ties, villages or towns. Gradual acceptance would tend to uniformity 
of building requirements in adjacent areas. The code is also designed 
as a starting point for townships and counties without any such funda- 
mental safeguards. Often they encounter difficulty in framing one to 


satisfy conflicting interests. Here is one ready-made, which could 
make that initial plunge easier and less costly. In municipalities 
already having building codes the new performance approach of the 
State code might have a strong appeal." 


The Elmira Star-Gazette on Nobember 19 stated editorially: "The OPS 
has granted a raise in price ceilings on new homes to allow builders 
to add higher costs of labor and materials. Which should make this an 
opportune time to push the new State Building Code for adoption by 
local governments. ... Adoption of the code by more and more localities 
would speed streamlining of building operations and cut their cost.” 


The Rome Sentinel on November 26 stated editorially: "The New York 
State uniform building code for one- and two-family dwellings should 
be studied by Rome municipal officials. ... The State performance- 
type building code is the outgrowth of a two-year effort by a State 
Building Code Commission. Engineers, architects, labor officials, 
construction experts and municipal officials were consulted in the 
drafting of this uniform code. 


"The State uniform code establishes standards that permit use of less 
costly materials or methods, of tested effectiveness, instead of those 
now required by municipal codes. ... Any material or equipment meeting 
these standards could be used by builders. 


"The State code is the result of careful study and preparation. It 
aims at providing suitable and adequate housing at a lesser cost. It 
should be examined locally to see if the hundreds of potential home 
builders could shave the already high costs. ..." 
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MULTIPLE RESIDENCE LAW REGULATIONS 


The Commission has drafted rules and regulations pursuant to provi- 
sions of the Multiple Residence Law (see State Building Code News- 
letter, No. 4, May 1951, No. 5, September 1951 and No. 7, December 
1951). The rules and regulations carry into effect, to the extent to 
which the Commission is empowered, the provisions of the Multiple 
Residence Law wherein reference is made to rules and regulations 
adopted by the State Building Code Commission. 


> These new rules do not contain all of the requirements applicable to 
the specific types of construction or equipment to which they relate. 
Rather, they supplement certain definitions, specifications, and re- 
quirements contained in the Multiple Residence Law (chapter 61-B of 
the Consolidated Laws of the State of New York). 


The new regulations cover the following: Fire alarm systems in hotels 
and similar dwellings, fire-detecting systems in hotels and similar 
dwellings, watchman's clock systems in hotels and similar dwellings, 
sprinkler systems in hotels and similar dwellings, sprinkler systems 
in other multiple dwellings, existing standpipe systems in hotels and 
similar dwellings, fire escape systems in old multiple dwellings, and 
motor vehicle storage in or about new multiple dwellings. 


Copies of the rules and regulations will be mailed to all munici- 
palities of the State as soon as the printing has been completed. 


Also in connection with the Multiple Residence Law, the Commission has 
prepared a form entitled, "Statement of Registry," to be filed in 
duplicate with the municipal building department or local enforcement 
agency by every owner of a multiple dwelling, as defined in subdivi- 

+) sion 33 of section 4 of the law. Such forms are available to all 
municipal building departments and enforcement agencies and indivi- 
duals who request them of this Commission. 


MUNICIPAL QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY RETURNS 


The Commission is conducting a survey to determine the number of muni- 
cipalities giving active consideration to the State's program for 
building code improvement and uniformity. 


Based on returns from 4 per cent of the total number of municipalities 
of the State received up to January 23 in response to the Commission's 
questionnaire form mailed on January 9, the survey shows that fifteen 
municipalities including six cities, four towns and five villages have 
set up official committees for consideration of the program, looking 
toward early adoption. These fragmentary survey returns show that of 
the sixty-three municipalities answering the questionnaire, one out of 
every four is giving consideration to the program at the present time. 


Although available for adoption only since November |, the Code al- 
ready has been adopted by seven municipalities. 


Mayors of cities and villages and town supervisors who have not yet 
done so, are requested to return the filled-in questionnaire to the 
Commission at the earliest possible time so that the survey may be 
completed. 


ACCEPTANCE OF PROPRIETARY PRODUCTS UNDER THE CODE 


The technical division has submitted to the Commission a proposed 
detailed procedure for the processing of acceptances of materials, 
methods, and systems of assembly under provisions (subdivision 3 of 
section 378) of the State Building Code Law (see State Building Code 
Newsletter No. 3, March-April 1951). Details of the procedure, as 
approved by the Commission, will be contained in the next issue of 
the Newsletter. 


~ MUNICIPAL CONFERENCE ON FEBRUARY 21 


Advance registrations indicate that a representative cross-section of 
municipal officials from all sections of the State will be in attend- 
ance at the informal conference arranged by the Commission and to be 
held in the Hotel Statler, New York City, from 2 o'clock to 5 o'clock 
on the afternoon of Thursday, February 21. 


The purpose of the meeting is to familiarize municipal officials with 
the new rules and regulations which the Commission has drafted to 
implement the mandatory Multiple Residence Law, certain provisions of 
which go into effect throughout the State, excepting in New York City 
and Buffalo, on July | of this year. 


The Commissioners will discuss the statewide program for municipal 
building code improvement and uniformity, and will provide those in 
attendance with an opportunity to ask questions regarding the State 
Building Code Law and the Commission's program for effectuating it. 


WORKSHOP AT ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS MEETING 


Through the courtesy of the Association of Towns, the Commission will 
conduct a “building code workshop" in connection with the annual 
meeting of the Association at the Hotel Statler in Buffalo on Feb- 
ruary 6, 7, and 8. 


A room has been reserved in the Hotel Statler for conferences of 
municipal officials with Commissioners and key staff members. The 
number of the room assigned to the Commission will be posted at the 
hotel. 


Literature issued by the Commission will be distributed, and both 
technical and legal personnel, in addition to the Commissioners, wil] 
be available for discussions with municipal officials. 


Those who attend the Association of Towns meeting are urged to avail 
themselves of this unusual opportunity to clear up any questions they 
may have about the State's code program. 


CONFERENCES WITH MUNICIPAL BODIES 


Numerous requests are being fulfilled by the Commission for confer- 
ences with municipal legislative bodies on the Commission's program 
for building code improvement and uniformity. The Commission is 
prepared for further requests of this kind, and legal and technical 
personnel will be assigned to discuss phases of the State Building 
Code Law in which municipal legislative bodies are interested. 


BUILDING DEPARTMENT FORMS 


The Commission has available for municipalities, upon request, appro- 
priate forms for administering the State Building Construction Code. 


The following forms have been prepared: Application for Building 
Permit, Amendment to Application for Building Permit, Building Permit, 
Notice of Disapproval, Affidavit of Final Cost of Construction, Cer- 
tificate of Occupancy, and Order to Remedy Violation. 


Tne suggested forms may be modified by municipalities as they see fit. 
The forms should be helpful particularly to municipalities which are 
interested. in standardizing building department forms. 


REVIEW BOARD PROCEDURE RULES 


The Board of Review of the State Building Code Commission (see State 
Building Code Newsletter, No. 4, May 1951, and No. 6, October 1951) 
announces that copies of its rules of procedure, adopted pursuant to 
subdivision 2 of section 382 of the Executive Law, are available to 
interested municipal officials and others upon recuest to the Commis- 
sion. 


The rules cover the subjects of applications for review, required data 
for applications, public hearings, and fees. The appendix contains 
provisions of the Executive Law relating to the State Building Con- 
struction Board of Review. 
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MULTIPLE RESIDENCE LAW CONFERENCE 


Eighty-five municipalities were represented at the February 21 con- 
ference in New York City conducted by the State Building Code Com- 
mission on the rules and regulations drafted by the Commission in 
connection with the Multiple Residence Law, certain provisions of 
which go into effect on July | of this year. 


The principal discussions revolved about the enforcement of the law. 
The law calls for local administration and enforcement, and expressly 

F) preserves the right of municipalities to adopt more restrictive laws 
Or ordinances. Municipalities without enforcement agencies are em- 
powered and directed to employ a person or department for the enforce- 
ment of the law, but are permitted to act with one or more other 
municipalities in setting up an enforcement agency under a joint 
agreement. 


It was brought out that a number of municipalities without building 
departments are exploring the advantages of joint agreements with 
other municipalities in setting up enforcement agencies. 


Surveys conducted by the Commission indicate that 78 per cent of the 
municipalities of the State do not have building codes or other local 
building ordinances. The problem of enforcement of the Multiple 
Residence Law by these municipalities, therefore, requires special 
consideration by their legislative bodies between now and July | when 
the law takes effect. 


COMMISSION CONFERENCES WITH MUNICIPAL OFFICERS 


> Commissioners or staff members of the State Building Code Commission 
recently have conferred, by invitation, with officers of ten munici- 
palities, and have scheduled early conferences with ten others, all of 


which are considering the State's program for building-code improve- 
ment and uniformity. 


Representatives of 47 municipalities conferred with the Commission at 
Buffalo during the annual meeting of the Association of Towns early in 
February. . 


The 130 municipalities represented at the Multiple Residence Law con- 
ference in New York City, the Buffalo meeting, or at special confer- 
ences held with the Commission during the last month, include: 


Cities -- Albany, Batavia, Beacon, Binghamton, Cortland, Dunkirk, 
Hudson, Ithaca, Jamestown, Johnson City, Kingston, New Rochelle, New 
York, Norwich, Oswego, Peekskill, Plattsburgh, Poughkeepsie, Roches- 
ter, Rome, Rye, Syracuse, Utica, White Plains, Yonkers. 


Towns -- Alden, Amherst, Brighton, Brunswick, Carmel, Cato, Cazenovia, 
Champion, Cheektowaga, Chili, Cicero, Clarence, Colonie, Collins, 
Conklin, Cornwall, Cortlandt, Deerfield, Dewitt, East Bloomfield, 
Eastchester, Eden, Elma, Erwin, Geddes, Grand Island, Greece, Guil- 
derland, Islip, Lancaster, Lansing, Mamaroneck, Manlius, Marcy, 
Moreau, Niagara, Niskayuna, North Hempstead, Onondaga, Ontario, 
Orangetown, Orchard Park, Ossining, Pendleton, Penfield, Pittsford, 
Pomfret, Putnam Valley, Queensbury, Ramapo, Rockland, Rotterdam, 
Schoharie, Sheridan, Starkey, Tonawanda, Tully, Union, Wheatland, 
Yorktown. 


Villages -- Angola, Babylon, Baxter Estates, Bellerose, Brightwaters, 
Bronxville, Buchanan, Canton, Cobleskill, Dobbs Ferry, East Rockaway, 
Endicott, Fermingdale, Floral Park, Fredonia, Fultonville, Garden 
City, Greenport, Hastings-on-Hudson, Hempstead, Island. Park, Larch- 
mont, Laurel Hollow, Lynbrook, Mamaroneck, Medina, Montgomery, New 
Berlin, Northport, Nyack, Ossining, Pelham Manor, Pleasantville, 
Rockville Centre, Roslyn Estates, Saltaire, Scotia, Sloan, Solvay, 
South Nyack, Tuckahoe, Tupper Lake, Upper Nyack, Valley Stream, 
Vernon. 


MATERIALS ACCEPTANCE PROCEDURE 


The Commission has approved a procedure for acceptance of materials, 
devices and methods of construction under provisions of the State 
Building Construction Code, and announces it will receive applica- 
tions upon a form furnished by the Commission. 


The applicant will be reauirea to indicate specifically under what 
section of the code, and for what specific purposes the product or 


method is proposed to be used; and to submit a detailed typewritten 
description of the product or technioue together with a statement of 
approval by other agencies, if any. The applicant will be advised as 
to additional information and data required, once processing of the 
application is undertaken. 


is Aad Wr) the judgment of the Commission, the product or method meets 
the functional reauirements of the code, a certificate of accept- 
ability will be issued to the applicant. 


The certificate of acceptability will indicate under what section of 
the code and for what specific purpose the material or technique is 
acceptable, and will state the conditions of use. The Commission 
reserves the right to amend or revoke a certificate of acceptability 
once issued. } 


Filing fee, and schedule of other charges for processing an applica- 
tion, will be announced later by the Commission. 


COLONEL McGREW RESUMES COMMISSION CHAIRMANSHIP 


Colonel Edward J. McGrew, Jr., who recently completed his assignment 
as assistant chief of staff of the 30Ist Logistical Command, has re- 
sumed his duties as chairman of the New York State Building Code 


Commission. Colonel McGrew was appointed chairman of the Building 
Code Commission by Governor Dewey in October 1949 upon its organiza- 


tion, and was called to active duty by the Army in September 1950. He 
directed logistical support for Ex- 
ercise Southern Pine at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, last summer, and re- 
cently completed direction of plan- 
ning logistical support for Exercise 
Long Horn to be held at Fort Hood, 
Texas, this spring. 


The 30Iist Logistical Command, ori- 
ginally composed entirely of New 
York reserves, was the first command 
of its type organized and placea on 
active duty in the country. It was 
established at Camp Rucker, Alabama, 
in 1950, under Major General Thomas 
F. Farrell, who left his post as 

COLONEL EDWARD J. McGREW, JR. chairman of the New York City Hous- 
ing Authority to head up the command. A professional engineer and 


graduate of Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Colonel McGrew was 
appointed Deputy Commissioner of Public Works of the City of New York 
in 1934, and was appointed Commissioner of that department by the late 
Mayor LaGuardia in 1945. 


George Bain Cummings, Binghamton architect, and vice chairman, pre- 
sided at commission meetings while Colonel McGrew was on active duty 
with the Army. 
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WORKSHOP AT CONFERENCE OF MAYORS 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINO! 

The Commission will conduct a "building code workshop” She annual 
meeting of the Conference of Mayors and Other Municipal ee of 
the State of New York to be held at the Lake Placid Club, Lake Placid, 
on June II, 12 and 13. Representatives of the Commission will be in 
attendance to confer with municipal officers regarding the State 
Building Code Law, and to discuss the technical and consultative 
services available from the Commission to all municipalities of the 
State accepting the applicability of the State Building Construction 
Code. 


CODE MANUAL DISTRIBUTION 


Distribution of the Code Manual, a guide to the interpretation and en- 
forcement of the State Building Construction Code applicable to one- 
and two-family dwellings, will begin about June 27. The Commission 
announces that a price of $2 per copy, postage paid, will be charged, 
except for limited distribution fixed by formula to municipalities, 
State officials, and others concerned in technical review of prelim- 
inary drafts of the Code and Manual. 


The Manual, 300 pages, 8 1/2 by II inches, is divided into five parts 
corresponding to the five major subdivisions of the one- and two- 
family dwellings code. These are: general provisions, space stand- 
ards, structural standards, fire-safety standards, and equipment 
standards. 


For convenience of users, the text of the one- and two-family dwell- 
ings code is included in the Manual. Sections of the code are cor- 
related with sections of the Manual by a numbering system which per- 
mits the designer, builder, or building official, to find quickly 
applicable standards of materials and methods acceptable to the Com- 


mission as meeting the code requirements. The Manual contains more 
than 100 full-page illustrations. 


Orders for the Code Manual will be accepted after June |. Checks and 
money orders should be made payable to the order of the State Building 
Code Commission and mailed to the Commission's office at 1740 Broad- 
way, New York 19, New York. 


MULTIPLE RESIDENCE LAW REGULATIONS 


The Commission has adopted and promulgated rules and regulations 
pursuant to the provisions of the Multiple Residence Law, and plans 
distribution to town supervisors and mayors of cities and villages, 
about June 15. The new rules replace the provisional draft given 
limited distribution earlier in the year, prior to amendments of the 
law made at the recent session of the Legislature and signed by 
Governor Dewey last month. The rules and regulations carry into 
effect, to the extent to which the Commission is mandated, the pro- 
visions of the mandatory Multiple Residence Law. (See STATE BUILDING 
CODE NEWSLETTER, No. 4, May 1951; No. 5, September I951; No. 7, 
December 1951; No. 8, January 1952; and No. 9, March 1952). 


MATERIALS ACCEPTANCE PROCEDURE 


Formal procedures to ascertain the acceptability of materials, de- 
vices, and methods used in the construction and equipping of buildings 
under the requirements of the State Building Construction Code have 
been established by the State Building Code Commission. 


Any person concerned with manufacture, distribution, or installation 
may apply to the Commission to ascertain the acceptability of a 
product or method under the code. In each case, the applicant must 
indicate the specific sections of the code under which a certificate 
of acceptability is sought. 


Applicants will be required to submit a detailed description of the 
product or method together with a statement of approval or acceptance, 
if any, by other government agencies. After a preliminary study by 
the technical division of the Commission, the applicant will be ad- 
vised as to additional information and data which may be required for 
an appraisal of the method or product. 


A salient departure from the customary procedure followed by some 
materials approval agencies will be consideration by the Commission 
of test data submitted by the applicant, providing such data are pre- 
pared by laboratories and agencies acceptable to the Commission. In 
event previous accredited tests yield acceptable evidentiary data the 
Commission will not require a rerun of tests under its own super- 
vision, as customarily required by other materials approval agencies. 
The adoption of this policy will save product manufacturers and other 
applicants untold hundreds of thousands of dollars a year, and these 
savings, in turn, would probably be passed on to the ultimate consum- 
er, such as the individual home builder. 


In addition to an application fee of $100 to cover preliminary tech- 
nical processing, the applicant will be required to bear the cost of 
any tests that the Commission directs be made to substantiate the 
application, and any costs incurred by the Commission for subsistence 
and travel of any member of its staff who may be required to witness 
tests or make inspections. 


In event the applicant's product or method is found to comply with the 
code, a certificate of acceptability will be issued, indicating the 
specific conditions of acceptability. The Commission reserves the 
right to amend or revoke a certification, and sets forth a condition 
respecting reference to the certification of acceptability in adver- 
tising. 


Products or methods having broaa applicability will be described in 
the Code Manual, being issued as a guide to the interpretation, 
application, and enforcement of the code. Notice of the issuance of 
a certificate of acceptance will be sent to all municipalities which 
have adopted the state code. 


BENLINE NAMED TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 


Arthur J. Benline, Manhattan superintendent of the Department of 
Housing and Buildings, has been appointed technical director of the 
New York State Building Code Commission, effective May |. 


Mr. Benline, who is licensed as an architect and as a professional 
engineer in New York State, has been a superintendent of the Depart- 
ment of Housing and Buildings since 1939. From 1942 to 1945 he saw 
active service with the Seabees, and holds the rank of captain in the 
U. S. Naval Reserve. 


Prior to his service with the city government, Mr. Benline was associ- © 


ated with architectural firms and theater chains, and has had exten- | 
sive experience in building theaters, office, commercial, and indus- — 


trial buildings. He is a member of various societies of architects 


and engineers, including the American Society of Civil Engineers and — 4 
the New York State Society of Architects. Mr. Benline is president of 


the New York State Building Officials Conference, and vice president 
of the Building Officials Conference of America, Inc. 


Mr. Benline succeeds Albert P. Backhaus, who has been serving aginst 
technical director of the commission on leave from his position of 


principal building engineer of the State of Maryland. 
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MULTIPLE DWELLING CODE CONFERENCES 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


The Commission has drawn up an itinerary for conferences in various 
sections of the State in connection with its proposed code for 
multiple dwellings. An auxiliary objective of the meetings is to 
provide convenient opportunity to officers of several hundred muni- 
cipalities who have shown an interest in the Commission's over-all 
program for building code improvement and uniformity for further 
exploratory discussions with the Commission. 


The Technical Division of the Commission has completed a second 
draft of the proposed code applicable to multiple dwellings (which 
is not to be confused with the mandatory Multiple Residence Law, 
certain provisions of which went into effect on July 1). The 
Commission will confer on this draft of the multiple-dwelling code 
with its board of consultants and panel of specialists prior to 
transmitting a draft to municipalities, State agencies and building 
industry organizations, including constituent chapters and sections 
of the architectural and engineering societies of the State, build- 
ing contractors associations and trade unions, for their recommenda- 
tions. The review draft will be in the hands of these groups prior 
to the conferences. 


The Technical Division will analyze all recommendations received 
from the various groups and at the conferences in connection with 
preparation of the final draft of the code. 


CODE MANUAL DISTRIBUTION 


The CODE MANUAL for the State Building Construction Code, which 
was published in late June, is on its way to becoming a "best-seller" 
in the field of technical literature. 


Officers of more than 400 municipalities ana associations requested 
a total of 1200 copies during July and August, and 1250 copies were 


ordered by 1100 individuals, principally architects, engineers and 
contractors. Comment on the Manual reaching the Commission from 
those receiving copies has been uniformly favorable. 


The Building Research Advisory Board of the National 
Research Council (parent organization, the National 
Academy of Sciences) in its publication, BRAB NOTES, 
issue of August 20, in commenting on the CODE MANUAL, 
says in part: "It [the CODE MANUAL] represents quite 
a departure from previous publications of this kind 
in that it contains many pages of drawings and diagrams 
illustrating various articles of the code. Architects 
and builders will find that this new method of pre- 
sentation does a great deal to completely clarify the 
intent and meaning of the written code. It provides 
the equivalent of basic construction detailing for 
architects and builders. For either the professional 
man or the layman, the code is an interesting and 
educational document and an example of what can be done 
with type layout and composition to facilitate use and 
understanding of a technical publication.” 


Copies of the MANUAL may be obtained at $2 each, postage paid. Checks 
Or money orders should be made payable to the order of the State 
Building Code Commission and mailed to its offices at 1740 Broadway, 
New York 19, New York. 


Mayors of cities and villages, and town supervisors, who have not 
yet received a copy, may obtain one, without charge, by request to 
the Commission. 


FIRST CERTIFICATE OF ACCEPTABILITY ISSUED 


The State Building Code Commission has issued its first certification 
of acceptability of a building product under the policies adopted by 
it earlier this year (see item entitled, "Materials Acceptance 
Procedure,” STATE BUILDING CODE NEWSLETTER, No. 10, May 1952). 


The application of the Van-Packer Corporation of Chicago for its 
Type A Flue is the first acted upon by the Commission. The product 


was certified as acceptable under section A 503-3 of the State Build- 
ing Construction Code applicable to One- and Two-Family Dwellings. 
The certificate stipulates that the flue have adeauate separation 
from any adjacent combustitle material. 


The conditions of acceptability include the following: 

The construction shall conform to the drawings and specifications 
as submitted to the Commission. The complete flue consists of the 
required number of sections, support, housing and flashing for use 
at the roof and a raincap. The sections are assembled with the use 
of a special jointing cement, and a metallic clamp surrounding the 
flue at the joint in order to give a monolithic assembly. The 
supports for the flue are in accordance with section A 503-3.1. If 
the chimney is supported on wood joists, they are required to be 
doubled, if not specifically designed to carry the imposed load. 


The Commission has several other applications for certificates of 
acceptability before it for approval or rejection awaiting com- 
pletion of its technical studies. 


COOPERATION SOLICITED 
Cooperation of persons receiving the NEWSLETTER is 
solicited in keeping the mailing list current and 
accurate. 


The current issue of the NEWSLETTER reaches more than 
12,000 individuals known to have a special interest 
in the Commission's program. These include municipal 
officers; State agencies concerned with building and 
building-occupancy regulations; officers and building 


code committee members of national, statewide, and 
local architectural and engineering societies; executive 
officers of business and trade associations in the 
building industry; national, state and local building 
trades employers associations and trade unions; 
executive officers of building standardization and 
research associations; mortgage finance association 
officers, as well as executives of real estate, build- 
ing management, appraisal, civic, planning, zoning and 
kindred associations. 
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MULTIPLE DWELLING CODE PROGRASARSITY OF ILLINOIS 


Progress on the proposed State Building Construction Code applicable 
to Multiple Owellings has been marked in recent weeks by review and 
analysis of previsions of the current working draft by 26 recognized 
authorities in the various specialized fields of building and con- 
struction in consultation with the Commission and its technical staff. 


This detailed review and analysis is precedent to the issuance of the 
next draft which will be distributed for comments and suggestions to 
representatives of the professional societies, research organizations, 
and building code specialists identified with various trade associa- 
tions, as well as to municipal officers concerned with building codes 
throughout the State, and to building trades unions. 


In order to facilitate discussion of the proposed multiple dwelling 
code, which is not to be confused with the mandatory Multiple Resi- 
dence Law, the Commission will conduct public conferences, following 
distribution of the next draft, in Binghamton, Buffalo, Glens Fails, 
Jamestown, Mineola, Rochester, Syracuse, Utica, Watertown and White 
Plains. The dates for these meetings will be fixed later. All per- 
sons who have shown an interest in the State's building code program 
will receive special notice of the conferences when the dates have 
been set. 


"BUILDING CODE PROGRESS" REPORT 


The Regional Plan Association recently published a bulletin on "Build- 
ing Code Progress" devoted to an exposition of basic considerations 
in the improvement and uniformity of building codes. 


Through a recent survey of planning within the metropolitan region 
--- which includes parts of New York State, New Jersey, and Connecti- 
cut, with New York City as its center --- the association found that 


despite a large increase in planning activities, many communitiés 
were still insufficiently protected against the hazards of unsafe 
buildings and disorderly development. According to the bulletin, 
municipal officials have been increasingly impressed by evidence that 
higher insurance rates and rising local taxes tend to result from 
building code and zoning inadequacies. 

The program of the New York State Building Code Commission as an 
answer to some of these problems is examined in detail. The associa- 
tion's conclusion was that "the State of New York through its Build- 
ing Code Commission is providing municipalities with building code 
services of outstanding quality and extent. The great advantage of 
the state code to the municipalities derives from the facilities which 
are feasible only on a statewide basis.” 


The association published its comprehensive report entitled "Regional 
Plan of New York and Its Environs” in 1929, and has seen considerably 
more than half of its original proposals realized, including arterial 
highways and parkways, bridges, tunnels, parks and airports. in 
addition, the association has continuously promoted advanced stan- 
dards of development which for a quarter of a century have influenced 
the thoughts and programs of hundreds of planners, public officials 
and private investors. 


ARCHITECTS ASSOCIATION BACKS STATE CODE 


The New York State Association of Architects by resolution adopted in 
convention at Lake Placid has approved the work of the State Building 
Code Commission and urges each member "to make all possible efforts 
in his respective community to have his local authorities adopt. said 
building code so as to progress toward the beneficient goal of code 
uniformity throughout the state." 


COMMENTS ON THE CODE MANUAL 


The Commission continues to receive favorable comment on the first 
issue of its Code Manual, publication of which occurred in June. 


The significance of the Manual as the first illustrated guide of its 
kind ever issued for interpretation, application and enforcement of a 
performance-type code, has impressed Walter A. Taylor, Director of 


the Department of Education and Research of the American Institute of 
Architects, as representing "a great advance in code administration,” 
and he expressed the hope that "the performance-type code procedure 
indicated by the Code Manual will be followed by all the states, and 
that it may be a step toward uniformity among the states.” 


It is the opinion of William S. La Londe, JUr., chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Civil Engineering of the Newark College of Engineering, that 
the Code and Manual can be understood by people of moderate training. 
Professor La Londe emphasizes that "tne performance-type building code 
should be the answer to freeing our builders from the specification 
code strait jacket." 


Professor Olindo Grossi, chairman of tne Department of Architecture, 
Pratt Institute, finds the Manual a "thorough, advanced and progres- 
sive publication which should do much good in the building field in 
this State," while Theodore Irving foe, technical secretary, American 
Institute of Architects, has expressed the point that the Manual "can- 
not fail to greatly simplify and clarify the interpretation of the 
provisions of the Code." 


In order to facilitate orders fer the Code Manual, there is enclosed 
with this copy of the Newsletter, a ccnvenient order form. Copies 
are $2 each, postage paid. Checks er money orders are to be made pay- 
able to the order of the State Building Code Commission. Mayors of 
cities and villages, and town supervisars, who have not already re- 
quested copies ot the Manual, are entitled to one copy each without 
charge, upon request to the Commission. 


ZONING HANDBOOK REVISED 


There has been, and still remains, a great deal of confusion in the 
minds of many persons as to the true functions of a zoning ordinance 
as compared with a building code. A revised edition of "Zoning in 
New York State," recently issued’ by the Department of Commerce of the 
State of New York, will do much to clarify the differences between 
zoning and building code legislation. 


This valuable handbook is intended as a guide for communities in the 
preparation of zoning legislation and in the formulation of sound zon- 
ing programs by the municipalities of the State. Fundamental zoning 
principles are emphasized, and their application is illustrated from 


provisions of existing zoning ordinances. Answers are given to typi- 
cal problems which zoning commissions, especially newly appointed 
ones, are called upon to solve. 


The book stresses that local conditions must dictate the zoning or- 
dinance, and that however valuable this particular handbook is, it is 
not a substitute for the professional technical guidance essential to 
the preparation of a good zoning ordinance. Elements of the zoning 
survey on which zoning regulations must be based are set forth in ce- 
tail. ; 


The revised edition of the 1949 issue includes a particularly helpful 


outline for a zoning ordinance, with references to the appropriate 
sections of the handbook, 


Municipal officers in the State concerned with zoning matters should 
not be without this handbook. Copies are available from the Depart- 


ment of Commerce, the State of New York, I12 State Street, Albany re 
New York. : 


FIRE-ESCAPE RULE AMENDED 


Section 6-D of the rules and regulations promulgated by the Commission 
pursuant to provisions of the Multiple Residence Law has been amended, 
in part, to cover fire-escapes installed on old multiple dwellings be- 
fore July !, 1953, instead of July I, 1952, as designated by the orig- 
inal rule. Copies of the amended text suitable for insertion in the 
published rules and regulations may be obtained, on request, from the 
Commission. 
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55 MUNICIPALITIES ACCEPT STATE GQDEyepsiry OF ILLINOIS 


The State Building Code Commission's complete code, technical and 
consultative services are now being supplied to fifty-five munici- 
palities as the result of action taken by their legislative bodies 
in passing resolutions accepting the applicability of the state code. 


Analysis reveals that eighteen of the fifty-five municipalities pre- 
viously had building regulations of some kind in force, and unless 
rescinded, the state code will be an alternative (to the buildings 
to which it applies) to these local regulations; in the remaining 
thirty-seven municipalities, the state code is the only code in force. 


[ Note: So as to avoid confusion, attention is called to the Multiple 
Residence Law of the State of New York which is operative in all mu- 
nicipalities in the State with exception of New York City and Buffalo.| 


While Rockland, Suffolk and Westchester counties lead in acceptances, 
with five municipalities each, followed by Chautauqua with four, two 


CUMULATIVE RATE OF ACCEPTANCE 
OF STATE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CODE 
(Based on date of municipal resolution) 


Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov. Dec 
— 1951 — ————__——————_ 192 


or more municipalities in the following counties have accepted the 
applicability of the state code: Albany, Erie, Madison, Monroe, Mont- 
gomery, Nassau, Niagara, Oneida, Onondaga, St. Lawrence and Washing- 
tons and one municipality each in the following counties: Chemung, 
Columbia, Dutchess, Essex and Franklin, Jefferson, Livingston, Orange, 
Orleans, Sullivan. and: Tompkins. 


The complete list of municipalities operating under the state code 
appears on page 3. 


COMMISSION "WORKSHOP" AND "CLINIC" 
AT ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS MEETING 


The Commission will conduct a "workshop" for those municipal officers 
interested in its program throughout three days of the annual meeting 
of the Association of Towns at the Hotel Statler, New York City, on 
February 4, 5 and 6. 


A portion of conference room 2 on the ballroom floor of the hotel 
has been set aside for conferences and discussions of the municipal 
officers with the building code commissioners and their legal and 
technical staff. The conference room will be staffed by the com- 
mission from 9 A.M. to 9 P.M., each day of the conference for the 
convenience of the municipal officers. 


One of the features of the annual meeting will be a “clinic” on 
the operation of the State Building Code Law to be held from 2 to 
“5 o'clock Wednesday afternoon, February 4, in parlor C of the hotel. 
Colonel Edward J. McGrew, Jr., chairman of the commission, will pre- 
side, and he will be assisted by the other commissioners, as well as 
staff members. This "clinic" is primarily for officers of munic - 
ipalities operating under the state code. 


Other items on the agenda of the conference include: 

An address before the supervisors on the broad phases of the State 
Building Code Law by, Colonel McGrew in the grand ballroom of the 
hotel, on Thursday morning, February 5. 

An address before the town and county attorneys on legal aspects of 
the State Building Code Law by Hamilton Hicks, counsel to the com- 
mission, in parlor B, on Thursday morning, February 5. 

An address before the town clerks entitled, "Adopting the State 
Building Code -- Town Clerks' Duties," by Sidney M. Goetz, executive 
assistant to the commission, in the Keystone room, on Thursday after- 
noon, February 5. 


MUNICIPALITIES ACCEPTING APPLICABILITY 
OF THE STATE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CODE 
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Municipality County 


CITIES 


Amsterdam..eeeeesees Montgomery 
GEACOlts citivin sc cu wees «DUCHESS 
His GS Olia sie aieieauasis,s.2)5). Columbia 


Jamestown..esos.eeeee- Chautauqua 
Lockport. seaceneeees Niagara 
North Tonawanda......Niagara 


TOWNS 


BGMin 'cre/c-akiel eis resem ALbany 
CICETOs wenccnsssesss ONnONdaga 
Clarkstown...seee.ee- Rockland 
ClayCOleits cts aes ane UeTTErson 
COTONI Ch eves srs veoeee Albany 
COlLOWe de sects cees wots Lawrence 
Deerfield...csceeeee Oneida 
BAStOn sic fddas steieerr ep Washington 
Geddes..sseseseeeess OnOndaga 
Henrietta.....e2e2.- Monroe 


Hopkinton...seeeeees Ste Lawrence 
[ancaSt@Gccecssccane Erie 
MadPideccnsccansceesrdts. Lawrence 
Marcy ecccccccccscces Oneida 
MONrO€. ceseeeeeeeees Orange 

Mount Pleasant...... Westchester 
Ossiningssccs.. »eeee Westchester 
Pomf ret..esseseeeses Chautauqua 
Tul Lys woe ose wsce eens OnOndaga 


VILLAGES 


AVOQGs v ties « ccie saise LE EVINGSTON 
Babylon. sccceue sere, SUT TOLK 
Belle Terre...ssee+. Suffolk 
Bell OOhte sx ccueh ona. OUT Toh 
Buchanan............ Westchester 
Cazenovia....e+e2es++ Madison 
DeRuyter....++22+.2. Madison 
Dryden.sccseeeeeeeee LOMPKINS 
Elmira Heights...... Chemung 
Fairport..csccseeees MONrOe 
Fultonville.....+... Montgomery 
Greenport..ssceceeee ouffOlk 
Greenwich..eceeseees Washington 
Holleywcuceceeseeees Orleans 
Island Park......... Nassau 
Jeffersonville...... Sullivan 


Lakewood..seeeeeeeee Chautauqua 
Mamaroneck...+.eess2. Westchester 
Mayville...seeceeees Chautauqua 
Mount Kisco.....+.++. Westchester 
Nyack ssa ceccesccsess ROCKI and 
Plandome Heights....Nassau 
Saranac Lake........Essex and 
Franklin 
Shoreham. .eeeeeeee2s SUffOIK 
SI O00 ci sas visage sas ae US 
South Nyack....s.+.+ Rockland 
Suffern. .cscceeeeeee ROCKIand 
Upper Nyack......+.++ Rockland 
VErnONeeseecccesseeeQn€ida 
Webster...e+eee2e2+eMonroe 


STATEWIDE CONFERENCE FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS 


The third annual statewide conference for municipal officials will be 
conducted by the State Building Code Commission at the Hotel New 
Yorker, New York City, on February Il. 


The conference is being called to provide municipal officers with a 


tions. 


A progress report on the state's over-all program will be ma 
Colonel Edward J. McGrew, Jr., chairman of the commission. Rept 
on various aspects of the commission's technical, consultative, 
informational services to municipalities of the state, will be ma 
by George Bain Cummings, vice chairman, and Commissioners — m 
Lee, Ralph A. Lehr, and ee Lescaze. . 


that are currently under pressures of rapid population. increases, w 
be given by Henry Fagin, planning director of the Regional Plan A 
ciation, Inc. 


Arthur J. Benline, technical director of the commission, and Hamilt 
Hicks, counsel, will speak, and with the commissioners will partic 
pate in the open forum, which as in previous conferences, will. feat t 
this year's meeting. ? ~ 9 by Atmos 


a 
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500 ORGANIZATIONS INVITED TO REVIEW CODE | 
More than five hundred local Organ ivationae Wace LAY ro bell N8I8n al 


societies, building trades councils, chambers of commerce, real 


estate boards, building contractors associations, and similar groups, 
have been invited by the State Building Code Commission to set 
up building code committees to review the proposed RAL AE dwelling 
code. 


Copies of the review edition of the multiple dwelling code will be 
in the hands of the committees on their reouest prior to the thir- 
teen regional conferences to be conducted by the Commission late in 
April and early in May so that the committees may bring up-at the 
conferences any auestions pertinent to their discussions. 


The Commission is extending the review period for the proposed 
multiple dwelling regulations from the time of publication early in 
April until June 10. All comment and criticism received by the Com- 
mission by the close of the review period will be considered in 
revisions for the final version to be promulgated later this year. 


The procedure for review of the multiple dwelling code is in line 
with the policy of the Commission to encourage criticism of its 
proposed regulations on the broadest possible scale. ; 


Toward that same end, more than 12,000 municipal officers and others 
known to be interested in the state's building code program will 
receive in the near future an invitation to attend the conferences _ 


designed to allow full discussion of the multiple dwelling code and. 


other aspects of the Commission's objectives. 


The full calendar of public conferences is printed on page 4 of this 
Newsletter. The conferences will be held in Albany, Binghamton,” 
Buffalo, Garden City, Glens Falls, Jamestown, Monticello, Platts- 
burgh, Rochester, Syracuse, Utica, Watertown and White Plains. 


WHAT THE BUILDING CODE PROGRAM MEANS TO MUNICIPALITIES 


NEW YORK STATE FIRST 
WITH BUILDING CODE PROGRAM 


Municipalities everywnere have been 


concerned for many years, and espe- 


cially since the end of World War II, 
with inadequate building codes which 
fail to permit the use of new and 
better building materials at savings 
without sacrifice of safety. More 
than a score of states have at one 
time or another given attention to 
the complex problems of building 
regulations, and some few have 
drafted statutes of limited applica- 
bility. But it remained for the 
Legislature of New York State, after 
making a comprehensive study of 
municipal building code problems, to 
be the first to set up complete 
machinery for code improvement. It 
is known as the State Building Code 
Law and was signed by Governor 
Dewey in 1949. 


The law institutes the preparation 
of a State code of building regula- 
tions applicable to communities 
accepting it. It is designed to 
provide minimum standards on a 
uniform statewide basis. By this 
statute, each one of the 1567 muni- 
cipalities of the State has for the 
asking free building code services 
of a high order. 


WHY BUILDING CODE FAULTS 
ARE TOLERATED 


Although the deficiencies of local 
building codes in this State and 
elsewhere are commonly known, the 
-pubTic in general does not fully 
. appreciate why these deficiencies 
are tolerated. The principal 
reasons are these: 


l-- A building code is a technical 
document requiring for its prepara- 
tion the skills and knowledge of 
those versed in the engineering 


phases of construction, as well as 
in administration and scaforcement 


of municipal ordinances. The com- 
bination of professional skills 
required for the writing and main- 
tenance of a good building code is 
hard to come by even in the larger 
cities. 

2-- Combined with the problem of 
availability of these skills for 
original code drafting, there remains 
the problem of keeping the local code 
in step with advances in the art and 
science of building. The cumbersome 
legal procedures involved in amend- 
ing building ordinances, and the cost 


_of constantly amending specification- 


type codes have discouraged local 
legislators from keeping their codes — 
up to date. 


These barriers have conspired to 


emphasize the four main deficiencies 
of local building codes: out-of-date 
provisions, resulting from failure 
of municipalities to revise regula- 
tions to conform to technical pro- 
gress; incompleteness, especially 
with respect to regulations on plumb- 
ing, fireproofing, firestopping, and 
provisions for wind and snow loads; 
inflexibility, arising from rigid 
specification provisions, and 
excessive requirements brought about 
by disregarding basic standards for 
structural strength and fire pro- 
tection. 


WHO SUFFERS FROM . 
BUILDING CODE DEFICIENCIES 


Who suffers from the failure of 
municipalities to take advantage 


of the State's program of building 
code improvement and uniformity? 
The citizen, for he is deprived of 
the protection afforded by good 
building regulations, and is re- 
quired to pay out for unnecessary 
or excessive requirements contained 
in out-of-date codes. He is penal- 
ized through higher mortgage charges, 
higher fire-insurance rates, higher 
rates Of property value depreciation, 
and lower property values. : 


The State's program obviously is 
one by which municipalities, and the 
general public, building officials 
and all segments of the industry may 
profit by better designed buildings 
produced at lower cost through the 
elimination of excessive require- 
ments common to many speci fication- 
type codes now in force throughout 
the State, and by the abolition of 
cumbersome code amendment procedures 
which obstruct the introduction of 
new and improved materials and 
equipment. 


ADVANTAGES TO COMMUNITIES 


The advantages to communities in 
accepting the State's building code 
services are numerous, not the least 
among these being municipal economy. 
The cost of expert technical ser- 
vices and legal procedures involved 
in the preparation and amendment of 
building laws, expenses of public 
hearings and legal advertising, and 
printing of original and amended 
drafts, make the undertaking of 
local code writing prohibitive for 
most communities. Any municipality 
may adopt the State's program by a 
simple resolution, thus affording 


its citizens the advantages of the 
State's services, without cost. 


Few communities have been able to 
afford the staff or facilities re- 
quired to keep their codes in step 
with advances in the art and science 
of building. Few building officials 
can claim mastery of diverse engi- 
neering principles needed to evaluate 
test data, and few building depart- 
ments have the data or means of 
acquiring them to reach scientific 
conclusions. The State's code is 
the handiwork of many minds and has 
the benefit of review by outstanding 
architects, engineers, builders and 
others -- a procedure impracticable, 
if not impossible, for individual 
communities. . 


The commission provides municipali- © 
ties with a modern code; provides 
construction details typical of 
acceptable methods; provides stand- 
ard procedures for introduction of 
new materials, equipment and methods 
of construction; and actsvas a 
central clearinghouse for test 
data prepared expressly for the 
Cémmission or furnished by accredited 
laboratories and authoritative 
Organizations, and for test-data 
interpretation. 


Thus the Commission furnishes com~ 
munities with codes, technical and 
consultative services, and data and 
data interpretation designed to bring 
about efficient administration by 
local enforcement authorities who are 
assisted by these services. 


LOCAL ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 


There is nothing in the State Build- 
ing Code Law which in any way ad- 
versely affects local administration 
or enforcement of building regula- 
tions; in municipalities where the 
State code becomes operative as an 


alternate. to local building regula- 
tions, the local building official 
administers and enforces the State 
code in the same manner as the local 
code 


The Commission has no power to 


administer or enforce the provisions. 


of the State Building Construction 
Code, but the law protects those 
building tnder the code from capri- 
cious interpretation and enforcement 
by setting up a board of review to 
which any aggrieved person may apply. 
The Commission is constituted as a 
service agency to perform the 
essential research, to draft and 
issue building regulations, and to 
service the local municipalities 
throughout the State by promulgating 


standards and requirements. 


The communities will benefit by 
keeping in step with technical 
advances in building, and the local 
code administrator will be given the — 
assurances he now lacks in the — 
applicability of rules or regulations . 
governing the use of materials and: 
eQuiamenty- Tre people of the com- | 
munity will benefit fra savings 


accruing through the use of advanced 


methods, improved materials and 
standardization of products. With 
the adoption by the State Building 
Code Commission, and enforcement oy 
the local officials, of one accepted 
standard for a specific material or 
equipment throughout the State, the 
producers and builders will be 
enabled more readily to attain 
uniform quality and performance 
of their products. 


SCHEDULE OF PUBLIC CONFERENCES 
ALBANY, April 29, 2 p.m., Hearing Room No. 1, Alfred E. Smith Office | 


Building 


BINGHAMTON, April 27, 2 p.m., Supreme Court Room, County Court House 
BUFFALO, April 21, 2 p.m., Hearing Room No. |, 
GARDEN CITY, May Il, 2 p.m., Garden City Hotel 
_ GLENS FALLS, April 28, 2 p.m., Queensbury Hotel 
“JAMESTOWN, April 20, 2:30 p.m., Hotel Jamestown 


State Office Building 


MONTICELLO, May 8, 2 p.m., Monticello High School 
PLATTSBURGH, April 27, 2 p.m., Auditorium, State U. Teachers College 


ROCHESTER, April 22, 2 p.m., Council Chamber, City Hall * 
SYRACUSE, April 23, 2 p.m., University College, 60! E. Genesee Street 


UTICA, April 28, 2 p.m., Supervisor's Chamber, Court House 
WATERTOWN, April 29, 2 p.m., Court Room, 195 Arsenal Street 
WHITE PLAINS, April 30, 2 p.m., Little Theater, County Center 
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39 GROUPS REVIEWING MULTIPLEUDWERAING CO€dbENO!S 


Thirty-nine groups, representing a cross-section of the building industry in New 
York State, have appointed committees to study and make recommendations to the 
State Building Code Commission regarding the proposed State Building Construc- 
tion Code applicable to Multiple Dwellings. 

Distribution of copies of the proposed code began early in April, with the 
object of having the commentary in the hands of the Commission no later than 

_ June 10. Comment received by this date will be given thorough study by the Com- 
mission in preparation of the public-hearing draft of the multiple dwelling code, 
which will be published late in the summer. It is the present intention of the Com- 
mission to hold public hearings on the code in New York City and Syracuse about 
the first of October. 

Among the national and state organizations which have committees studying 
the proposed multiple dwelling code are the following: American Institute of Elec- 
trical Engineers, American Society of Civil Engineers, American Society of Heating 
and Ventilating Engineers, American Society of Mechanical Engineers, American 
Society of Safety Engineers, Building Industry Employers of New York State, 
National Electrical Manufacturers Association, New York Association of Consult- 
ing Engineers, New York Chamber of Commerce, New York Motor Court Asso- 
ciation, New York State Association of Architects, New York State Association of 
Real Estate Boards, Inc., New York State Building Officials Conference, New York 
State Home Builders Association, New York State Hotel Association, Inc. 


202 MUNICIPALITIES REPRESENTED AT CONFERENCES 
The Commission recently concluded a series of thirteen public conferences held in 
various parts of the State to get the point of view of municipal officers and others 
on the proposed requirements for multiple dwellings. A complete record of the 
discussions of these conferences is being analyzed by the Commission’s technical 
staff with the object of incorporating in the public-hearing draft of the code — 
valid recommendations arising from the discussions. 

The conferences drew a wide attendance, including 375 municipal officers 
representing 202 municipalities. ’ 


The municipalities represented at the con- 
ferences included: 

Cities — Albany, Amsterdam, Auburn, 
Batavia, Binghamton, Buffalo, Canandai- 
gua, Corning, Cortland, Elmira, Glen Cove, 
Glens Falls, Gloversville, Ithaca, James- 
town, Kingston, Lackawanna, Lockport, 
Newburgh, New Rochelle, Niagara Falls, 
Ogdensburg, Olean, Oneonta, Peekskill, 
Plattsburgh, Port Jervis, Rochester, Sche- 
nectady, Rome, Syracuse, Tonawanda, 
Troy, Utica, Watertown, Watervliet, White 
Plains, Yonkers. 


Towns — Amherst, Athens, Augusta, Au- 
rora, Bath, Bedford, Bethlehem, Bingham- 
ton, Brighton (Franklin County), Brighton 
(Monroe County), Caldwell, Caledonia, 
Callicoon, Carmel, Chautauqua, Chenango, 
Chester (Orange County), Chester (War- 
ren County), Chili, Clarence, Clifton, Cly- 
mer, Cochecton, Coeymans, Colonie, 
Croghan, Dewitt, Durham, Durhamville, 
Eastchester, East Durham, East Greenbush, 
East Hampton, Eden, Ellington, Elmira, 
Evans, Falisburgh, Fine, French Creek, 
Geneva, Glenville, Goshen, Greece, Green- 
port, Guilderland, Hamburg, Hanover, 
Huntington, Irondequoit, Islip, Lansing, 
Liberty, Livingston, Mamaroneck, Manlius, 
Marcy, Marshall, Mendon, Monroe, Mora- 
via, Moreau, Moriah, Mount Hope, New 
Windsor, North Collins, Ossining, Ovid, 
Pawling, Pendleton, Perinton, Pittsford, 
Pomfret, Portland, Queensbury, Rockland, 
Sidney, Somers, Southold, Stockholm, 
Thompson, Ticonderoga, Tonawanda, 
Union, Verona, Wallkill, Warwick, West- 
field, Windham. 


Villages — Arcade, Baldwinsville, Baxter 
Estates, Boonville, Briarcliff Manor, Bronx- 
ville, Canastota, Carthage, Chaumont, 
Churchville, Cooperstown, Cornwall, De- 
pew, East Aurora, East Rochester, Elmira 
Heights, Elmsford, Fairport, Falconer, 
Fayetteville, Fredonia, Garden City, Gou- 
verneur, Gowanda, Greenwood Lake, Ham- 
mondsport, Herkimer, Holley, Ilion, 
Irvington-on-Hudson, Island Park, Jordan, 
Lake Placid, Lake Success, Lakewood, 


Lancaster, Liverpool, Lynbrook, Malverne, 
Mamaroneck, Medina, Mineola, Montgom- 
ery, Moravia, Mount Kisco, Newark, New 
Paltz, Ossining, Patchogue, Pelham Manor, 
Penfield, Penn Yann, Philadelphia, Plan- 
dome, Pleasantville, Port Byron, Port 
Henry, Ravena, Rockville Centre, Sackets 
Harbor, Scottsville, Sherburne, Sidney, 
Sloan, Springville, Tarrytown, Tully, War- 
saw, Webster. 

The general opinion expressed at the 
conferences was one of satisfaction with 
the proposed code. A number of municipal 
representatives made known that they were 
giving considerable attention to the Com- 
mission’s work with the object of accept- 
ing applicability of the code in the near 
future, especially since they have been 
required under the mandatory Multiple 
Residence Law to set up an enforcement 
agency. 


Codes Forbid Safe Products, 
Manufacturers Report 


Approximately one half of 205 building 
product manufacturers polled by the New 
York State Building Code Commission find 
that many local specification-type building 
codes forbid the use of suitable and safe 
building products meeting standards gen- 
erally accepted by authoritative technical 
agencies. The manufacturers declare that 
the prohibited products in question had 
passed performance tests conducted by 
well-equipped laboratories. 

Correction of the situation, in the ex- 
pressed opinion of 105 of the manufac- 
turers, is the adoption of performance-type 
codes, which are drafted in such way as 
to make performance the test of accepta- 
bility of a building material, product, 
equipment, or system of assembly. The 
solution of problems posed by deficient 
codes, in the opinion of some of the manu- 
facturers, include: (1) overhaul of the 
municipal appeals procedures to allow for 
prompter decisions, and (2) systematic 
annual review and correction of local codes 
so that they comply with up-to-date build- 
ing and engineering standards. 


LEGAL AND TECHNICAL CONCEPTS OF THE STATE CODE 


The unique character of the State Build- 
ing Code Law (article 18, executive law, 
State of New York, 1949) has been estab- 
lished through the recognition of two con- 
cepts of building code framers for two 
generations, but which, so far as can be 
determined, haye never before been given 
the force of law. 

These concepts blend legal and technical 
departures into an harmonious freedom in 
code administration and enforcement which 
for the first time recognizes the dynamic 
character of the building industry and con- 
siders it as operating on a nationwide, 
rather than on a local or provincial, basis. 


The Two Departures 


The departures are these: first, the law de- 
mands that the state code be formulated 
in terms of performance objectives, con- 
sonant with accepted standards of engi- 
neering and fire-prevention practices, so 
as to make adequate performance of the 
use intended the test of acceptability; 
second, and to quote the law exactly, “Be- 
cause it is essential that any such code be 
readily adaptable to changing conditions, 
detailed enactment of all of the provisions 
of such a code by legislation is imprac- 
ticable.” 

After a study by a special committee 
over a three- or four-year period, the Legis- 
lature of the State of New York found 
that “among the factors inducing high 
costs of construction are various laws, 
ordinances, rules, regulations and codes 
regulating the construction of buildings 
and the use of materials therein.” The 
Legislature’s findings established that 
“many such requirements are obsolete and 
unnecessarily complex,” and that “they 
serve to increase cost, without providing 
correlative benefits or safety to owners, 
builders, tenants and users of buildings.” 

It was the judgment of the Legislature 
that an effective instrument for lowering 
construction costs would be a state code 
of building construction to provide basic 
and uniform performance standards which 


would not only establish reasonable build- 
ing safeguards but would encourage the 
use of modern methods, devices, materials 
and techniques. 

The Legislature called for the establish- 
ment of a Commission of five to carry out 
the provisions of the State Building Code 
Law, and approved a budget giving the 
Commission an adequate technical and 
legal staff and other resources to execute 
the law. 

The Commission is empowered to formu- 
late rules and regulations relating to the 
construction of all buildings or classes of 
buildings and the installation of equip- 
ment therein. When adopted by a munici- 
pality, the State Building Construction 
Code is acceptable as a complete lawful 
alternative to the requirements specified 
for such buildings in other building regu- 
lations in force. 


Optional Acceptance 


The optional feature of acceptance of the 
code by any one of the 1567 muncipalities 
of the state reflects the strong home-rule 
principle so scrupulously honored by the 
Legislature. This principle is further but- 
tressed by the provisions for administra- 
tion and enforcement of the State Building 
Construction Code by the municipalities of 
the state “in the manner prescribed by 
local law or ordinance.” ‘ 
However, the Legislature did provide 
safeguards against administrative or en- 
forcement abuses by authorizing estab- 
lishment of a state building construction 
board of review, designated by the Com- 
mission, and empowered, on satisfactory 
proof after public hearing, to do the fol- 
lowing: vary or modify any requirement 
of the code where strict compliance would 
entail practical difficulties or cause un- 
necessary hardship; reverse, modify or 
annul any ruling or order of any state 
agency or local building department affect- 
ing or relating to the construction of any 
building, the construction of which is pur- 
suant or purports to be pursuant to the 


provisions of the state code; review, after 
disapproval or failure to approve within 
sixty days after submission, any applica- 
tion for permission to construct a build- 
ing pursuant to the state code. — 

Any party in interest who appears be- 
- fore the board of review in connection with 
an application may appeal questions of 
law involved to the Appellate Division of 
the Supreme Court, and an appeal can be 
taken from such court to the Court of 
Appeals. 


Limitation of Application 


Another feature of the law is that relat- 
ing to the limitation of application of any 
rule or regulation or portion of the state 
code so as to include or exclude: first, 
specified classes or types of buildings, 
according to use, or such other distinc- 
tions as may make differentiation or sepa- 
rate classification or regulation necessary, 
proper or desirable; and second, specified 
areas of the state based upon size, popu- 
lation, density, special conditions prevail- 
ing therein, or such other factors as may 
make differentiation or separate classifica- 
tion or regulation necessary, proper or 
desirable. 

The local legislative body of any muni- 
cipality may recommend tq the Commission 
the adoption of rules and regulations im- 
posing higher or more restrictive stand- 


ards for construction in such municipality. © 

However, no municipality in which the 
state code has been accepted has the power 
to supersede, void, repeal or make more 
restrictive any of the rules and regulations 
promulgated by the Commission. 

It is generally recognized that the most 
revolutionary development in building code 
draftsmanship has been the performance- 
type code. This type of code has numerous 
advantages to designers, builders, manu- 
facturers of building products, and owners 
in that it encourages ingenuity in design, 
permits use of new materials and methods 
as soon as they are proved to be safe, and 
allows for further standardization of build- 
ing products. 

Since the performance code does not 
rigidly specify materials and methods but 
leaves this to the designer or builder, it 
follows that architects, engineers, and con- 
tractors must carry out their plans and 
specifications in terms of proved building 
standards. The Code Manual to date recog- 
nizes 105 generally accepted standards 
developed by 20 standardization agencies; 
others will. be added as research dictates. 
It is the proof of safety that admits these 
standards, and the further evidence that 
engineering and _ fire-protection practi- 
tioners accept them as such. Proposed 
standards must stand the test of success- 
ful experience in their use. 
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EBLE AS 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
COMPLETE RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CODE AVAILABLE 


A complete and up-to-date set of regulations covering all types of residential 
construction becomes available to all the municipalities of the State with 
the promulgation on December 15 of the State Building Construction Code 
applicable to Multiple Dwellings. These new regulations complement those 
applicable to one- and two-family dwellings promulgated by the Commission 
two years ago. 

The multiple dwelling regulations were promulgated by the Commission 
after intensive review by engineering authorities and technical committees 
representing all important factors in the construction industry. In addition, 
they reflect consideration of special and local problems brought up by 

i) officials representing more than two hundred municipalities at the public 
conferences conducted by the Commission throughout the State last spring. 

The new regulations become effective in those municipalities of the State 
which accept or have accepted the applicability of the State Building Con- 
struction Code by local resolution in accordance with the State Building 
Code Law. In these municipalities, the provisions of the mandatory Multiple 
Residence Law insofar as they relate to new multiple-dwelling construction 
become inoperative. 

The State Building Construction Code applicable to Multiple Dwellings 
covers the construction of new buildings housing three families or more, as 
well as existing multiple dwellings which are substantially altered or repaired. 
The code also covers accessory structures, that is, such buildings the use of 
which is incidental to the main building, and which are located on the same 
premises with the multiple dwelling. This includes garages and swimming 
pools, among other types of construction, on the same premises with a 
multiple dwelling. 

The new code classifies multiple dwellings into two groups, based (1) on. 
the permanent or transient character of the occupancy, and (2) on the 
number and physical condition of the occupants. In the first group are such 

© structures as apartment houses, hotels, garden apartments and motels, and 
in the second are convalescent, old-age and nursing homes. 


Accessory uses, such as public din- 
ing rooms and kitchens, storage rooms 
and the like, which are customarily 
incidental to the principal use or oc- 
cupancy of multiple dwellings, are 
also regulated by the code. 


The basic device of ‘regulation as 


classifies buildings and structures and 
their component parts into five major 
types of construction determined by 
their fire-resistance ratings in accord- 
ance with accepted engineering and 
fire protection standards. The relation 
of the type of construction to height 
and area of the structures, as well as 
to type of occupancy, supplies another 
common denominator to the regula- 
tions. Much of the basic regulatory 
data are presented in tabular form 
for ease in reference and use by de- 
signers, builders, and building officials 
operating under the code. 

The code places special emphasis 
on safety factors in the construction 
of dwellings to be used by ill and 
aged persons. The record of disasters 
in this type of building has been 
dramatized in recent years, and ex- 
amination of the causes of fires and 
official reports thereon have _ indi- 
cated the need for tightening cus- 
tomary regulations for such occu- 
pancy. The height of such buildings 
is limited to two _ stories, unless 
erected of fire-resistive or noncom- 
bustible construction, and_ special 
attention is given to exits, interior 
finishes, and other factors which have 
a bearing on fire safety. 

The regulation of the building of 
motels and garden-type apartments 
is particularly timely. Both types of 
building have been given consider- 
able impetus since World War II, 
and most municipal regulations of 
these types of building have been 
found to be inadequate. 


Background to Code Development —=s— 


The procedure for the development 
of the State Building Construction 
Code applicable to Multiple Dwell- 
ings follows the pattern established 
by the Commission in connection 
with the first regulations applicable 
to one- and _ two-family dwelinee 
issued two years ago. 

The procedure was designed to 


-draw on the resources of the major 


code authorities and agencies to allow 
for full study by all parties in interest 
and for objective appraisal of the 
regulations by them, and further to 
obtain the point of view of municipal 
officials, especially building code ad- 
ministrative and enforcement officers. 

The Commission’s regulations, dur- 
ing their development stage, were 
given extensive distribution, and ap- 
proximately fifty groups representing 
technical, industrial, and commercial 
organizations established special com- 
mittees to study and criticize them. 

The Commission’s public hearings 
in New York City and in Albany 
early in December allowed further 
opportunity for interested persons to 
make known their views with respect 
to the code’s provisions prior to pro- 
mulgation. 


Carl Spad Appointed 


Carl Spad, of White Plains, has been 
appointed executive assistant to the 
State Building Code Commission. Mr. 
Spad previously had been the sales 
manager of the Suburban Fuel Oil 
Company of Mount Vernon, and field 
representative in charge of sales for 
the DuBois Chemical Company of 
Cincinnati. He succeeds Sidney M. 
Goetz, who has been appointed coun- 
sel to the State Civil Defense Com- 
mission, . 


Architects Endorse 
Multiple Dwelling Code 


Among the half hundred technical 
and professional organizations which 
analyzed the new multiple dwelling 
code during its development stage, 
the intensive work of a special com- 
mittee of the New York State Asso- 
ciation of Architects was exceptional. 

The committee was composed of a 
representative from each of the con- 
stituent societies and chapters of the 
State organization. In addition to 
conferences with architects at the 
chapter level, the committee as a 
whole held two meetings in New 
York City in May and in October, 
and transmitted to the Commission 
a detailed critique. 

It is significant, therefore, that the 
association at its convention in Lake 
Placid in October passed the follow- 
ing resolution: 

“That the New York State Asso- 
ciation of Architects assembled at 
Lake Placid, New York, for its 1953 
convention approve wholeheartedly 
the work of the State Building Code 
Commission as evidenced by the 
second part of the State Building 
Construction Code, that which is ap- 
plicable to multiple dwellings, and 
urge every member of the New York 
State Association of Architects to 
make all possible efforts in his re- 
spective community to have his local 
authorities adopt said building code, 
so as to progress towards the benefi- 
cent goal of code uniformity through- 
out the State.” 


New Code Manual 

The technical division has submitted 
to the Commission a draft of the new 
Code Manual covering all kinds of 
residential building. This Manual will 
complement the one issued last year 


devoted to the construction of one- 
and two-family dwellings. 

The new edition will not only 
cover the construction of one- and 
two-family dwellings but multiple 
dwelling construction as well, and 
will serve as a guide in the interpre- 
tation, application and enforcement 
of the two portions of the code al- 
ready promulgated by the Commis- 
sion. The Commission expects to 
have the Code Manual published 
sometime early in the spring. 

The Manual will be comprised of 
five parts, corresponding to the five 
major parts of the code, with special 
attention given to structural, fire- 
safety and equipment standards. 

The listing of generally accepted 
standards has been brought up to 
date and expanded to include refer- 
ences not available at the time of 
issuance of the original list in the 
first edition of the Manual. 


Grand Jury Urges 
State Code Adoption 


The Westchester County Grand Jury 
which investigated the collapse on 
July 10 of a portion of an office and 
garage building being constructed in 
Scarsdale, and which resulted in the 
death of three workmen and injury 
to others, in a presentment to District 
Attorney Samuel Faile, recommended 
among other things that municipali- 
ties “that have not recently done so, 
examine their building codes with the 
end ia view that they be modernized 
or in the alternate that such munici- 
palities that have not done so, adopt 
the State Building Code to assure 
structurally sound buildings, and 
basic and uniform performance stand- 
ards, and at the same time encourage 
modern methods, devices, and mate- 
rials.” 


The Grand Jury was “unable to 
determine that any individual or in- 
dividuals were guilty of culpable 
criminal negligence,’ and therefore 
lacked evidence to warrant criminal 
charges. Testimony was produced 
from disinterested persons that the 
practices followed in this instance for 
reinforced concrete flat slab con- 
struction were not unusual in building 
operations of this kind generally. 
However, the presentment states: 

“Tt. 1S....0.,feltsathat many codes 
throughout the County of West- 
chester are totally inadequate to meet 
the ever-increasing change in con- 
struction materials and methods...” 

Recognizing that “small building 
departments cannot afford to have 
available at all times high priced, 
highly technical engineers and in- 
spectors,’ the Grand Jury recom- 
mended that “local codes be amended 
to include provisions along the fol- 
lowing lines: 

“If a licensed architect-engineer 
supervises the work, he shall make 
an affidavit that the work has been 
carried out according to plans and in 
accordance with the law. In this case, 
the responsibility of the Commis- 
sioner of Public Safety (or Building 
Inspector) for the correct execution 
of the work shall be of a general 
supervisory nature. If the work is not 
to be inspected and certified by an 
architect-engineer, then the Commis- 


sioner shall fully inspect the construc- 
tion. 

“In case there is no architect-engi- 
neer and it is the Commissioner’s 
judgment that the complication of 
the work requires an architect-engi- 
neer, the Commissioner may require 
the owner to employ an approved 
architect-engineer, in which case the 
Commissioner’s responsibility shall 
be limited to a general supervisory 
capacity. 

“The Commissioner or the archi- 
tect or engineer of record shall be 
required to follow accepted codes of 
practice, such as that of the Ameri- 
can Concrete Institute, in regard to 
field operations.” 


MRL Rules Amended 


Rules and regulations promulgated 
by the Commission pursuant to the 
provisions of the Multiple Residence 
Law have been amended as of Oc- 
tober 31, 1953. The amendments in- 
clude a change in the requirements 
for electrical wiring for fire alarm 
and fire-detecting systems, wiring for 
which originally had to be installed 
in metallic raceways throughout. The 
Commission has now approved a 
modification which permits wiring for 
these systems to be installed without 
raceway providing they are operated 
at low voltage and current, and the 
wiring is at least 7 feet above the 
floor. 
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UNPARALLELED INTEREST IN BUILDING REGULATIONS 

On the basis of reports reaching the Commission, the interest of munici- 
palities throughout the State in modern building regulations has reached 
an unparalleled peak. 

The causes of this interest are numerous, but chief among them is the 
expansion of metropolitan areas. The rural area of a decade ago has turned, 
in many instances, into a busy suburban community. In such places espe- 
cially, the adoption or improvement of building regulations has become urgent. 

The construction of the New York State Thruway and the develop- 
ment of the St. Lawrence Seaway have given rise to the need for stricter 
zoning regulations in the areas directly affected. The adverse effect of un- 

@) controlled building on property values becomes increasingly clear as rapid 
growth occurs. Zoning regulation and an up-to-date building code for munici- 
palities in such areas seems to be a legislative requisite. 


STATE BUILDING CODE LAW AMENDED 
The Legislature, at its recent session, amended the appeal pracedure from 
decisions of the State Building Construction Board of Review. In the original 
law (subdivision 8, section 382 of the Executive Law) such appeals were 
to be taken to the Appellate Division, Third Department, in Albany. 
Under the new amendment, the appeal is taken to the Supreme Court 
in the county wherein the question involved originates. The change in the 
law was supported by the State Building Code Commission in the interest 
of convenience to appellants. © 


CHANGE IN MULTIPLE RESIDENCE LAW 

Section 300 of the Multiple Residence Law was amended at the recent 

session of the Legislature with regard to the multiple dwelling registry form 

prepared by the local enforcement department or agency. Previously the 
O forms were required to be made in duplicate, with one copy transmitted to 

the office of the State Building Code Commission. The duplicate copy need 

no longer be filed with this Commission. 


Second Edition 
of the Code Manual 


The second edition of the Code 
Manual applicable to the State Build- 
ing Construction Code went to press 
early in June, and the Commission is 
now accepting orders for. it. 

The content and scope of the new 
manual have been enlarged from the 
first edition published two years ago. 

Whereas the first edition was de- 
voted primarily to conventional 
standards of construction applicable 
to one- and two-family dwellings, the 
new edition covers not only that class 
of buildings but multiple dwellings 
as well. 

Two subjects given attention in 
greater detail in the new edition are 
fire-resistance ratings for structural 
elements and assemblies grouped on 
a functional basis, and detailed tables 
on maximum allowable spans of floor 
and ceiling joists, and rafters. 

The manual has been designed as 
a guide to designers, builders, and 
enforcement officials in the interpre- 
tation and application of the State 
Building Construction Code. While 
all construction methods described in 
the manual are acceptable under the 
Code, the material contained in the 
manual is not to be interpreted as 
excluding other construction which 
meets the requirements of the Code. 

The new manual has been im- 
proved by the use of a hard cover and 
ring binder. The new binding allows 
for the inclusion of supplemental 
pages. 

The price of the manual is $3 per 
copy postage paid. Checks or money 
orders should be made to the order 
of the State Building Code Commis- 
sion. An order blank is enclosed with 
this issue of the NEWSLETTER for 
those desiring to order copies. 


Multiple Residence Law 
Rules and Regulations 


The Commission has made several 
minor amendments to the Rules and 
Regulations promulgated by it pur- 
suant to provisions of the Multiple 
Residence Law, bringing them into 
strict compliance with the law and 
all amendments of the law to date. 
The new printed rules and regula- 
tions will be available without charge 
to enforcement officers throughout 
the State toward the end of June. 
Requests should be addressed to the 
State Building Code Commission. 


Nonresidential Code 
Progress Report 


A working draft of basic requirements 
for office, commercial, industrial and 
other classes of nonresidential build- 
ing and construction has been sub- 
mitted to the Commission by the 
Technical Division for consideration. 
Preliminary discussions with nation- 
ally-known authorities on fire pre- 
vention and construction require- 
ments have been undertaken by the 
Commission. With the promulgation 
of the nonresidential portion of the 
Code, the Commission will be in posi- 
tion to offer complete building regu- 
lations to all municipalities of the 
State. 


Resolution Available 


Municipal officers interested in 
providing their communities 
with the state’s building code 
services are urged to write to the 
Commission for a copy of the 
model resolution which their 
legislative bodies may adopt, 
and which automatically brings 
these services to them without 
cost. 


MUNICIPALITIES ACCEPTING APPLICABILITY OF THE 
STATE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CODE TO MAY 31, 1954 


Cities, 15 
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Croton-on-Hudson. . . Westchester 
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The recent article about the state building code program in 
THE MAGAZINE OF STANDARDS elicited this comment from Henry M. 


Dreher, National Electrical Manufacturers Association: “. . . a most 
informative ... article on the splendid achievement of the . . . Com- 
mission in the development ... of the new performance-type code...” 
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A RESTATEMENT OF rR 


(Editor’s Note: The coming year will mark a milestone in the history of code 
writing in the United States with the completion of the State Building Construc- 
tion Code, the nonresidential portion to be promulgated in 1955 complementing 
the one- and two-family dwelling code (1951) and that applicable to multiple 
dwellings (1953) previously issued. As background for the promulgation of the 
complete code, the Commission takes this means of reiterating its objectives, 
with a progress report on the program to date.) 


LEGISLATIVE INQUIRY (1946-1949) INTO BUILDING CODES—The Joint Legislative Com- 
mittee on Statewide Building Codes, created by concurrent resolution adopted 
by the New York State Legislature in 1946, found, after three years of investi- 
gation, that one factor which has a definite effect upon the high cost of con- 
struction is the existence of obsolete, unreasonable, and excessively restrictive 
building code provisions. 

The Committee found that local codes increase the cost of construction 
two ways. By their inflexibility they prevent the use of newly developed meth- 
ods and materials which make construction less costly without sacrifice of 
safety. By their insistence upon construction standards higher than the minimum 
required for safety, they impose a cost burden which bears no reasonable rela- 
tion to the degree of safety achieved. In its report dated February 28, 1949 
(Legislative Document 1949, No. 9, page 9), the Committee directed its efforts 
toward the development of a plan to solve the most urgent aspect of the prob- 
lem posed by building codes—the reduction of building costs. Its plan took 
the form of the State Building Code Law. 


STATE BUILDING CODE LAW—The State Building Code Law (Article 15 of the Exec- 
utive Law; renumbered Article 18 in 1951) was signed by the Governor on 
April 21, 1949. It provided for the establishment of a five-member Commission 
which was empowered to formulate rules and regulations relating to all classes 
of buildings and equipment therein. Such rules and regulations were to be col- 
lectively known as the State Building Construction Code, and be acceptable as 


Generally Accepted Standards 


The State Building Code Commission, in a policy statement taking 
the form of a provision to be incorporated in the State Building Con- 
struction Code upon promulgation of the nonresidential portion of 
the Code next year, reiterates and clarifies its recognition of generally 
accepted standards thus: 

“Compliance with applicable provisions of generally accepted 
standards, except as otherwise prescribed in this Code, shall consti- 
tute compliance with this Code. 

“Deviations from applicable provisions of generally accepted 
standards, when it shall have been conclusively proved that such 
deviatioris meet the performance requirements of this Code, shall 
constitute compliance with this Code.” 


complete lawful alternatives to any building regulations in force throughout 
the State. 

The law originally provided that the State code would go into effect as a 
complete lawful alternative to local building regulations except in municipalities 
that rejected the code within 30 days of publication of notice. This provision 
was amended in 1951 to allow for acceptance by any municipality of the State 
by simple resolution, whether or not it had local regulations; and it no longer 
became necessary for a municipality having regulations to reject the State code 
in order to avoid applicability. 

The law set forth the following specific objectives and standards for the 
State Building Construction Code (section 375): to provide reasonably uniform 
standards and requirements for construction and construction materials, con- 
sonant with accepted standards of engineering and fire-prevention practices; to 
formulate such standards and requirements, so far as may be practicable, in 
terms of performance objectives, so as to make adequate performance for the 
use intended the test of acceptability; to permit to the fullest extent feasible, 
use of modern technical methods, devices and improvements which tend to 
reduce the cost of construction without substantially affecting reasonable re- 
quirements for the health, safety and security of the occupants or users of build- 
ings; to encourage the standardization of construction practices, equipment, 
material and techniques; and to eliminate restrictive, obsolete, conflicting and 
unnecessary building regulations and requirements which tend to increase un- 
necessarily construction costs or retard unnecessarily the use of new materials, 
or provide unwarranted preferential treatment to types or classes of materials 
or products or methods of construction. 


STATUS OF LOCAL BUILDING CODES—The Commission undertook a survey and analysis 
of local building codes in 1950. It found that at least 339 municipalities issued 
building permits, had building codes, or had fragmentary building regulations. 

A comparative analysis of 245 of the codes or regulations available to the 
Commission in printed form disclosed one to four of the following major defi- 
ciencies in most of them: obsolescence, resulting from failure of municipalities 
to amend their building ordinances, or revise their building-department admin- 
istrative procedures, to conform to technical progress; inadequacy, especially 
with respect to requirements for plumbing, fire protection, and wind and snow 
loads; inflexibility, arising from specification-type requirements, making difficult 
the use of materials not in strict conformity with such specifications; disformity 
brought about by disregarding generally accepted standards for structural 
strength and fire resistance established by authoritative agencies. 


TECHNICAL PROGRESS ON THE STATE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CODE—To date the Commis- 
sion has promulgated the State Building Construction Code applicable to One- 
and Two-Family Dwellings (November 1, 1951, amended February 15, 1954); 
and the State Building Construction Code applicable to Multiple Dwellings 
(December 15, 1953). It is presently engaged in drafting the final portion of the 
State Building Construction Code, that applicable to commercial, industrial and 
other classes of nonresidential building. 

In addition to the codes, the Commission has issued two editions of the 
Code Manual (November 1951 and July 1954), a handbook for building code 
administrators, architects, engineers, and builders. The Manual indicates through 
text, tables, and drawings, conventional methods and materials meeting the 
requirements of the code; however, all materials, methods, and devices meeting 
the performance requirements of the code are permissible whether or not they 
are described or illustrated in the Manual. The Commission has also published 
a list of generally accepted standards which conform to the code. 


ACCEPTANCE OF THE COMMISSION PROGRAM—The benefits to municipalities and indus- 
try in general have been welcomed by a number of professional groups and 
others throughout the State. To date 143 municipalities—17 cities, 48 towns, 
and 78 villages—have accepted applicability of the State Building Construction 
Code. These municipalities have an aggregate population of 1,046,290, accord- 
ing to the 1950 census. 

The Council of State Governments, the American Standards Association, 
the Regional Plan Association, Inc., the Savings Banks Association of the State 
of New York, and the American Society of Civil Engineers, in their official 
publications, have given extensive and favorable attention to the program of 
the Commission. 

Among the proponents and supporters of the code program are the Archi- 
tects Council of New York City, Building Industry Employers of New York 


State, Building Trades Employers Association of Westchester County, New 
York, Inc., Citizens Housing and Planning Council of New York, Home Builders 
Association of Westchester, Inc. Long Island Home Builders Institute, Inc. 
New York Building Congress, Inc., New York State Association of Architects, 
New York State Home Builders Association, Rochester Home Builders Asso- 
ciation, The Real Estate Board of New York, Inc., and Westchester County 
Association, Inc. a 

Through the issuance of its Newsletter and other informative literature, as 
occasion dictates, the Commission has kept the municipalities well advised of its 
activities. The effects of this program are reflected in numerous editorials which 
have appeared in the press throughout the State commending the Commission 
on its work. One or more such editorials have appeared in at least 43 of the 
State’s newspapers. 


SERVICES TO MUNICIPALITIES—The Commission at present provides municipalities 
with complete residential building regulations; through the issuance of a Code 
Manual, provides construction details typical of permissible methods; provides 
standard procedures for introduction of new materials, equipment and methods 
of construction; and acts as a central clearinghouse for test data prepared ex- 
pressly for the Commission or furnished by accredited laboratories and authori- 
tative organizations, and for test-data interpretation. Municipal officers inter- 
ested in providing their communities with the State’s building code services are 
urged to write to the Commission for a copy of the model resolution which their 
legislative bodies may adopt, and which automatically brings these services to 
them without cost. 
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PUBLIC CONFERENCES TO CONSIDER 
GENERAL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CODE 


The State Building Code Commission will conduct a series of seventeen public 
conferences on the proposed regulations applicable to general building construc- 
tion in various cities throughout the state from May 16 to June 3. The complete 
schedule, and conference registration form for use by readers of the State 
Building Code Newsletter, are printed on page 3. Those planning to attend are 
requested to fill in and return to the commission the conference registration form 
as soon as possible. 

A special draft of the state code applicable to general building construction, 
designated as the “public-conference draft,” which will serve as the basis of 
discussion at the public conferences, has been distributed to the mayors of all 
cities and villages, and to the supervisors of all towns, together with an invitation 
to attend and take part in the discussions. 

Invitations to attend one of the conferences are being extended through this 
Newsletter to approximately 12,000 other persons, including other municipal 
officials and representatives of business, trade, trade union, professional and 
technical organizations, known to have an interest in the state’s building code 
program. 

Previous drafts of the proposed general building regulations have been 
reviewed by approximately sixty national and state-wide technical committees 
of research, trade and professional organizations, as well as by a panel of thirty 
outstanding authorities on various phases of building and construction. The 
public-conference draft reflects comment received from these sources, as well as 
the independent research of the commission’s technical staff. 

With the promulgation of the general building regulations in the fall, the 
commission will make available to all municipalities of the state a complete 
building code. The general building regulations, applicable to business, mercantile, 
industrial, storage, assembly, institutional, and miscellaneous nonresidential 
occupancies and uses, complement the regulations previously promulgated by the 
commission which are applicable to one- and two-family dwellings and multiple 
dwellings, and which are now in force, by voluntary acceptance, in more than one 
hundred and sixty municipalities of the state. 
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The general building construction code follows the arrangement of the 
residential codes. It is divided into five major parts: general provisions, space 
requirements, structural requirements, fire-safety requirements, and equipment 
requirements. 

The basic parts of the code relating to minimum fire-resistance requirements 
of structural elements, and to maximum heights and fire areas, are compactly 
presented in tabular form. Wherever practicable, other provisions are presented 
in tabular form. Buildings are classified in the new regulations by groups in 
respect to occupancy and use, type of construction, and fire hazard. 

The code is designed to effectuate the following specific objectives and 
standards: ) : 

1. To provide reasonably uniform standards and requirements for construc- 
tion and construction materials, consonant with accepted standards of engineering 
and fire-prevention practices. 

2. To formulate such standards and requirements, so far as may be prac- 
ticable, in terms of performance objectives, so as to make adequate performance 
for the use intended the test of acceptability. 

3. To permit to the fullest extent feasible, use of modern technical methods, 
devices and improvements which tend to reduce the cost of construction without 
substantially affecting reasonable requirements for the health, safety and security 
of the occupants or users of buildings. 

4. To encourage, so far as may be practicable, the standardization of con- 
struction practices, methods, equipment, material and techniques. 

5. To eliminate restrictive, obsolete, conflicting and unnecessary building 
regulations and requirements which tend to increase unnecessarily construction 
costs or retard unnecessarily the use of new materials, or provide unwarranted 
preferential treatment to types or classes of materials or products or methods of 


construction. 


GENERALLY ACCEPTED STANDARDS TO BE EXPANDED — The technical division of the com- 
mission has expanded its compilation of generally accepted standards relating to 
building and construction methods, materials, and tests to encompass the broader 
field to be covered by promulgation of the general building construction code. 
These standards are those recognized by the commission as meeting the require- 
ments of the State Building Construction Code. The new compilation will be 
published in the fall. 

Among standards given recognition in the new list will be those applicable 
to X-ray and gamma-ray radiation developed by the Atomic Energy Commission 
and others, as well as standards for signs and outdoor display structures, automo- 
tive lifts, explosion vents, conveyors and cableways, and similar building and 
construction elements not considered in connection with the residential codes. 

Standards which have superseded or replaced other criteria since the last 


PUBLIC CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 


(All conferences are called to order at 2 P.M.) 


Albany, May 16, Hearing Room No. 3, The Governor Alfred E. Smith State Office Building. 
Binghamton, May 18, Hearing Room, Fifth Floor, County Office Building. 

Buffalo, June 2, Hearing Room No. 1, State Office Building. 

Elmira, May 17, Mark Twain Hotel. 

Garden City, May 25, Ballroom, Garden City Hotel. 

Jamestown, June 1, West Room, Mezzanine Floor, Hotel Jamestown. 

Middletown, May 18, Common Council Chamber, Second Floor, City Hall, 16 James Street. 
New York, May 25, Room E, Sixth Floor, 270 Broadway, New York City. 

Ogdensburg, June 2, City Hall, Ogdensburg. 

Poughkeepsie, May 17, Supervisors Room, Court House, Poughkeepsie. 

Riverhead, May 24, Town Hall Building, Roanoke Avenue and Second Street. 


Rochester, June 3, Auditorium, Third Floor, Rundel Building, Rochester Public Library, 115 
South Avenue. 


Saranac Lake, June 3, Harrietstown Town Hall, Third and Main Streets, Saranac Lake. 


Syracuse, May 18, Auditorium, University College, Syracuse University, 601 East Genesee 
Street. 


Utica, May 17, Supervisor's Chambers, Court House. 


GO. G, -0 0.0.00 0 0 O GhG Gea 


0 Watertown, June 1, Board of Supervisors’ Rooms, 185 Arsenal Street. 
(1 White Plains, May 24, Little Theater, County Center. 


State Building Code Commission 
1740 Broadway 
New York 19, New York 


Dear Sirs: 

Toleniiogiencdine public conterence aL. a — ees on eee 
(City) (Date) 

Name 

Title 


Municipality onorgemzotiow-sie me ee ewe a eee 
If municipality, state whether city, town or village 

Street address 

City 

Date 


publication of recognized standards by the commission in December 1953, will 
be included in the new list. Of major importance in this category is the new ASA 
standard A 40.8-1955 entitled, “American Standard National Plumbing Code,” 
recently issued under the sponsorship of The American Public Health Association 
and The American Society of Mechanical Engineers. 
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M. WILLIAM BRAY APPOINTED BUILDING CODE COMMISSIONER 


Governor Harriman has appointed M. William Bray, of Utica, a member of the 
State Building Code Commission to succeed Ralph A. Lehr, of Buffalo, whose 
term expired on June 30. 

Mr. Bray was Lieutenant Governor from 1933 to 1938 in the administra- 
tion of Governor Herbert H. Lehman. He served as a member of the Public 
Service Commission for three years, beginning in 1942. 

A graduate of the Albany Law School, Mr. Bray has been chairman of the 
State Bar Association, and for many years was a director of the association. 
He has been active in the practice of law in Utica. Mr. Bray’s first public service 
was as a member of the Utica City Planning Commission. 


Governor Harriman (center) with Brig. Gen. Edward J. McGrew, Jr., chairman of the 
commission (left) and Commissioner M. William Bray (right) on the occasion of 
the swearing in of Commissioner Bray in the Executive Chamber on August 24. 


STATE CODE NOW COVERS 40 PER CENT 
OF MUNICIPALITIES WITH BUILDING REGULATIONS 


Approximately 40 per cent of all municipalities in New York State having 
building regulations are operating under the State Building Construction Code. 

Surveys conducted by the commission in 1950 showed that 339 municipali- 
ties at that time had building ordinances, whereas today 427 cities, towns and 
villages in the state have building regulations of some kind. 

This increase is due to adoption of the state code by ninety-two municipal- 
ities which previously had no regulations. In addition, seventy-eight other 
municipalities which had local regulations prior to 1950 have adopted the state 
code as an alternate to local regulations, or have superseded their building 
ordinances with the state code. In all, 170 municipalities accepted applicability 
of the state code between November 1, 1951 and July 31, 1955. 

The following table indicates the number of municipalities in the state with 
building regulations, together with number and percentage of such municipalities 
which have accepted applicability of the state code: 


Number having Number under Percentage under 
Class building regulations the state code the state code 
Cities eae ne ne 56 20 Sey) 
Owns set 108 60 55.6 
Villagesn aes 263 90 34.2 
Total 5... eaceaceade 427 170 39.8 


It is generally agreed among government experts that most municipalities 
having a population of 5000 or more require building regulations in the interest 
of public health and safety. There are 201 municipalities of this size in the 
state, of which 159, or approximately 79 per cent of the total, have building 
regulations. Among the larger municipalities which do not have the protection 
of a building code are six cities, twenty-seven towns, and nine villages. 


GENERAL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CODE 
BEING PREPARED FOR PUBLICATION 


The State Building Code Commission has completed analysis of commentary on 
the public-conference draft of the code applicable to general building construc- 
tion received from research, trade, and professional associations. 

Forty-seven national organizations and ten statewide groups, representing 
a cross-section of the entire building industry, submitted comment on the code 
upon invitation of the commission. 

In addition, the commission has considered suggestions and criticisms -of 
the code draft made by municipal officials and others at the public conferences 
held in various cities in May and June. One hundred and forty municipalities 
were represented at the conferences. 


The public-hearing draft of the regulations, incorporating changes indicated 
by the commentary analysis, is now being prepared for publication, with the 
object of promulgation by late autumn. 

With the promulgation of the general building regulations, the commission 
will make available to all municipalities of the state a complete building code. 
Applicable to business, mercantile, industrial, storage, assembly, institutional and 
miscellaneous nonresidential occupancies and uses, the general building regula- 
tions complement those previously promulgated which are applicable to one- 
and two-family and multiple dwellings. 


CERTIFICATES OF PRODUCT ACCEPTABILITY 


The State Building Code Commission, in conformance with the authority 
contained in subdivision 3 of section 378 of the State Building Code Law, has 
issued certificates of acceptability to fifteen applicants upon submission to the 
commission of data supporting the safe use of products or systems. 

Limitations to the use of the products or systems are detailed in the 
certificates of acceptability, copies of which may be obtained by building 
officials upon request to the State Building Code Commission. 

A certificate of acceptability does not constitute a building permit. It is 
evidence, acceptable to municipal building departments administering the State 
Building Construction Code, that the product or system, in the judgment of the 
commission, meets the code requirements subject to such limitations as set forth 
in the certificates. 

The applicants and products are the following: 

Airfoam International Construction Corporation, method of construction of 
an Airfoam house. 

Busatti Associates, Inc., plaster. 

Chimney Sales Corporation, Thulman chimney types “N” and “S” flues. 

Condensation Engineering Corporation, Vitroliner type E and type L flues. 

Insulite Division, Minnesota and Ontario Paper Company, '%-inch, 2-inch, 
3-inch roof decks, sealed type. 

Modern Homes Corporation, wood truss, 4 on 12 and 5 on 12 slope; bar 
joist floor system. 

National Homes Corporation, Regular line: ceiling and roof panels, exterior 
wall panels, nonbearing partitions, center bearing partitions; Cadet line: concrete 
grade beams and piers, concrete slab with grade beam and piers, alternate floor 
construction of wood joists and girders with concrete piers, wood panel floor 
construction, exterior wall panels, rafter-type roof panels; Ranger line: ceiling 
and roof panels, exterior wall panel, nonbearing partition, center bearing parti- 
tion; Pacemaker line: exterior wall panels, bearing partitions, roof and ceiling 
panels. 

Northern Homes, Inc., exterior wall panels, interior wall panels, floor panels. 


Pease Woodwork Company, 5 on 12 and 3 on 12 slope roof trusses, exterior 

wall panels and interior bearing partitions, and exterior wall lintels. 

Perma Products Company, sheathing system. 

Prefabricators, Inc., exterior wall sation floor citi 5 on 12 slope roof 
truss. 

Shadow Line Building Products, Inc., sheathing ints ee 

Techbuilt, Inc., roof panels, 4 on 12 slope. ; 

United States Steel Homes, Inc., Champion, Coronado and Catalina models: 
exterior wall panels, roof panels, roof truss assembly 5 on 12 slope, and ceiling 
panels; Westerner model: roof truss assembly 3 on 12 slope, with center bee 
partition, and without center bearing partition. _ . 

The Upson Company, %-inch all-weather sheathing. 

Van-Packer Corporation, type A flue. 


CUMMINGS ELECTED A.I.A. PRESIDENT 


George Bain Cummings, vice chairman of the State Building Code Commission, 
was elected president of the American Institute of Architects at the recent 
eighty-seventh annual convention of the association in Minneapolis. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS ON GENERAL BUILDING CODE 


Public hearings on the State Building Construction Code applicable to general 
building construction will be conducted by the State Building Code Commis- 
sion in hearing room No. 1 of the Governor Alfred E. Smith State Office 
Building in Albany, beginning at 2 p.m. on December 7, and in room 659 of 
the State Office Building, 80 Centre Street, New York City, beginning at 
10:30 am. on December 8. 

Review copies of the general building code were mailed in mid-November 
to more than 4000 municipal building departments and officials, state agencies, 
professional societies, building and contracting associations, building trades 
unions, trade associations, and others. 

The public-hearing edition of the code is a revision of the public-conference 
edition issued on May 2 of this year. The earlier edition was the subject of 
detailed analysis by approximately sixty professional and trade associations. The 
draft was used as the basis for discussion at seventeen public conferences con- 
ducted by the commission in various cities throughout the state in May and 
June. The public-hearing draft reflects recommendations and suggestions re- 
ceived from the technical groups and municipal officials. 

The general building construction code is applicable to business, mercantile, 
industrial, storage, assembly, institutional, and miscellaneous nonresidential 
buildings. It complements the one- and two-family dwelling code and the mul- 
tiple dwelling code previously promulgated by the commission. Upon promul- 
gation in December, the general building code, combined with the residential 
codes, will provide a complete building code for all municipalities of the state 
desiring it. The proposed effective date of the new regulations is May 1, 1956. 


STATE CODE TO FACILITATE INDUSTRIAL PLANT CONSTRUCTION 


Technical experts who have familiarized themselves with provisions of the 
State Building Construction Code applicable to general building construction 
have been impressed especially with the regulations for industrial buildings. 

The new code recognizes for the first time advances in industrial building 


design, whereby large unobstructed areas are required to accommodate modern 
assembly-line techniques. 

Until the advent of these new regulations, it has been necessary for indus- 
try proposing to build new modern-type industrial plants to obtain a variance 
under other codes with respect to fire areas, distance of travel to exits, and 
types of construction. 

The commission recognizes three degrees of fire hazard in industrial build- 
ings. The fire areas permitted reflect the hazard classification—the lower the 
hazard, the greater the areas permitted. The fire areas permitted are qualified by 
the type of construction, varying from fire-resistive construction to wood frame 
construction, and by the heights of the buildings. Credit is given for sprinkler 
systems, accessibility to the structures for fire-fighting equipment, and other 
accepted fire-safety features. . 

The fire-hazard classification of industrial and storage buildings is based 
on the average fire load measured over the entire area of the building, expressed 
in terms of Btu’s per square foot. Conventional codes establish the fire-hazard 
classification of a building as either low or high on the basis of the highest fire 
load of any portion of the building. The latter method of determination of build- 
ing classification requires costly precautions for hazards which do not occur 
under stated occupancies and where the potential risks do not justify them. 


THE STATE CODE AND URBAN RENEWAL PROGRAMS 


Municipalities applying to the Housing and Home Finance Agency for finan- 
cial assistance under the Housing Act of 1954 for urban renewal projects 
designed to eliminate slums and prevent blight, are enabled to satisfy the fed- 
eral standards for building regulations by adopting and enforcing the State 
Building Construction Code. 

HHFA requires that a municipality obtaining assistance have a workable 
program for eliminating blight, and one of the important parts of such a program 
is the enactment and enforcement of modern building regulations. 


CERTIFICATES OF PRODUCT ACCEPTABILITY 


The State Building Code Commission has issued certificates of acceptability 
to three applicants since publication of list of certificates in the September 1955 
issue of the State Building Code Newsletter. 

The applicants and products are the following: 

Chimney Sales Corporation, Thulman prefabricated fireplace, type L. 

Kraus Shingle Panel & Lumber Corporation, Kraus shingle panels types 
M and T. 

National Homes Corporation, Custom Line: exterior wall panel, bearing 


partition, ceiling panel, roof panel, 21% on 12 slope roof truss, 4 on 12 slope roof 
truss. 


MUNICIPALITIES ACCEPTING APPLICABILITY 
OF THE STATE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CODE 
AS OF NOVEMBER 15, 1955 
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AGREEMENT FOR JOINT BUILDING INSPECTORS 


The General Municipal Law, as amended by Chapter 536 of the Laws of 1956, 
allows for agreements for joint employment of building inspectors by municipal 
corporations. The bill was introduced by Senator Thomas C. Desmond. 

This amendment makes it lawful henceforth for two or more municipalities 
to engage jointly one building inspector, and make an agreement specifying 
how such inspector should be paid for his services. 

It will now be easier for municipalities to join in hiring a qualified enforce- 
ment official and to pay him an adequate salary, without unduly buidening the 
budgets of single communities. 


67 CERTIFICATES OF ACCEPTABILITY 


The commission has so far granted sixty-seven certificates of acceptability to 
manufacturers of building products. Municipal officials, as well as manufacturers 
and others interested in the use or administration of the state code, are assured 
that these products, within limits defined in the certificates, satisfy the require- 
ments of the code. 

Many certificates cover more than one application, because separate appli- 
cations are required for each component for which approval is requested. In one 
instance, for example, a single certificate includes several components of a pre- 
fabricated house—exterior wall panels, bearing partitions, and roof and ceiling 
panels. 

Certificates of acceptability issued by the commission include detailed 
descriptions of product and method that may run to ten or fifteen pages. Copies 
of these certificates are available from the commission on request. 

The conditions which define the scope of certificates and limit the approvals 
granted by the commission typically include requirements such as these: that. 
construction methods should conform to the drawings and specifications sub- 
mitted to the commission; that a registered architect, licensed engineer, or 


approved inspection agency certify that shop construction conforms with those 
drawings and specifications; that a building be designed for a specific snow zone 
shown on the snow map of New York State in the state code; that heights, 
widths, and roof slopes should not exceed specified limits. 

Such or comparable limiting conditions of a basic character are inctiided 
in every certificate of acceptability granted by the commission. More specific 
limiting conditions are also imposed in the certificates. Obviously, to appreciate 
the reasons for recommendations of this kind, the full document should, in each 
instance, be examined by those interested. 

Applicants and products covered by the certificates granted since our last 
list was published in the State Building Code Newsletter are as follows: — 

Ivon R. Ford, Inc., exterior wall units, interior partition units, attic floor 
units, truss units, roof units. 

Lumber Dealers Research Council, Lu-Re Co. wall panel construction. 

National Homes Corporation, 1956 Pacemaker Line: changes in exterior 
wall panel and miscellaneous changes, changes in bearing partition. 

E. R. Noll, Cliff May Homes: exterior walls, interior partitions. 

Scholz Homes, Inc., exterior wall panels, interior partition panels, roof 
construction, picture window walls. 


KEEPING STANDARDS UP TO DATE 


The commission’s list of generally accepted standards, which became effective 
earlier this year, is being revised. About 20 per cent of the 223 standards 
included in that list have already been amended by their issuing organizations. 
In some instances, new editions have been published. 

The present list is valid, however, until a new list is issued by the 
commission. 


COMMISSION REPRESENTATION ON 
ASA AND NFPA COMMITTEES 


The commission is now represented on the following committees organized 
under the procedure of the American Standards Association: Construction 
Standards Board, ASA Executive Committee; Building Exits Code; Safety Code 
for Elevators, Dumbwaiters and Escalators; Minimum Requirements for Plumb- 
ing; Building Code Requirements for Light and Ventilation; Building Code Re- 
quirements for Fire Extinguishing Equipment; Building Code Requirements for 
Minimum Design Loads in Buildings; National Electrical Code; Safety Code 
for Parking Garage Equipment. 

The commission is also represented on these committees of the National 
Fire Protection Association: Building Construction; Gas Piping and Appliances; 


Air Conditioning, Heating and Ventilating; Building Code Requirements for 
Fire Protection and Fire Resistance. 

The participation in the work of these committees in the various fields 
which serve the building industry helps the commission’s staff to stay abreast 
of technical developments in all these fields, and to keep the provisions of the 
state code constantly up to date. 


MUNICIPALITIES UNDER THE STATE CODE 


In our last State Building Code Newsletter, a list of municipalities under the 
state code included 175 cities, towns, and villages. Since then, 21 other com- 
munities have passed similar resolutions of acceptance, bringing the total to 196. 

These additional communities include four cities—Canandaigua, Cortland, 
Elmira, and Oswego; seven towns—Brunswick, East Hampton, Frankfort, 
Irondequoit, Phillipstown, Rotterdam, and Whitestown; ten villages—Cobleskill, 
Ellenville, Hamburg, Jordan, Lancaster, Owego, Port Washington North, Rosen- 
dale, Sloatsburg, and Tuxedo Park. 

Acceptance of the state code by the larger municipalities of the state is 
indicated by the following table: 


MUNICIPALITIES OF 5000 POPULATION OR MORE IN NEW YORK STATE 


Class Number Number under Percentage under 
state code state code 
Cities 61 24 39.3 
Towns 74 26 Sep 
Villages 66 mk 31.8 
Total 201 71 sks 


APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE DENIED 


The State Building Code Commission has denied an application for a variance 
under the Multiple Residence Law. 

Article 3, section 30 of the law includes a requirement that in multiple 
dwellings three stories or more in height, cellar ceilings shall, under certain 
conditions, be “fire-retarded”. “Fire-retarded” is defined as protection against fire 
with materials of standard fire-resistive ratings of at least one hour. 

The applicant, Alfred J. Loew of Floral Park, had asked that a coating 
over wood be accepted as compliance with these requirements. Upon appeal, the 


applicant failed to submit any evidence of a one-hour fire-resistive rating. The 
commission, therefore, denied the appeal. 

The applicant owns a multiple residence in Floral Park, a Nassau County 
community, where there is neither a municipal nor a county review board to 
which appeals can be taken. In such instances, these applications are heard 
by the State Building Code Commission. 
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AUBURN IS 200th COMMUNITY TO ACCEPT STATE CODE 


When the city council of Auburn passed a resolution recently adopting the state 
code, that city became the 200th community in the state to take this action. The 
number of cities now using the code has reached 25, 40 per cent of the state’s 
62 cities. 

Auburn’s first local building code was adopted in 1925, but was later dis- 
carded. Auburn had, in fact, been without any building code at all during the 
last 15 years. The present action of the council represents, therefore, a basic 
change of long-standing municipal policy. 

Adoption of the state code in Auburn had been recommended by leading 
architects of that city, the local Builders’ Exchange Council, and the Chamber 
of Commerce. City Manager George F. Train declared that acceptance of the 
code would “result in the improvement of property and construction values in 
the city and at the same time provide for better safety and living conditions for 
our people.” 

Incidentally, since the City of Auburn passed this resolution there have been 
six more acceptances of the state code, bringing the number of communities which 
now use it to 206. These six communities are the villages of Frankfort, Pelham 
Manor, Speculator, Marcellus, and East Hampton, and the town of Newfane. 


PLANNING ASSISTANCE TO SMALL MUNICIPALITIES — 


Nine small communities of the state, six of which have accepted the state code, 
will now be enabled, through a federal grant from the Housing and Home Finance 
Agency, to prepare comprehensive plans for their future development. 

The sum of $100,000 will be spent on general planning in these municipalities. 
Fifty per cent of that sum is the amount of federal aid. The state will contribute 
25 per cent and the municipalities another 25 per cent. 

These grants, the first in New York State, have been made to the State 
Department of Commerce for planning assistance to the municipalities of Oneida, 


Oswego, Peekskill, Sloatsburg, Monticello, Catskill, Ulster, the town of Massena, 
and the village of Massena. 


Section 701 of the Housing Act of 1954 authorized the HHFA to grant 
federal funds to official state agencies like the Department of Commerce, which 
would use them to make planning aid available to communities of less than 25,000. 

The six communities which have adopted the state code are Oneida, Oswego, 
Peekskill, Sloatsburg, Monticello, and the village of Massena. The proportion of 
these municipalities which is using the state code—that is, six out of nine—is con- 
siderably higher than the proportion of such communities in the state as a whole. 
This higher ratio may also reflect a greater awareness in such communities of the 
values of urban planning generally, and of good building codes in particular. 

The planning work will include, in addition to building codes, surveys of 
housing conditions, land use, zoning, subdivision, overall community facilities, 
and other pertinent studies, all related to the specific needs of each community. 


PLUMBING CODES IN PUBLIC HEALTH 


An article of unusual interest appears in the November issue at the American 
Journal of Public Health. The article entitled, “Plumbing Codes in Public Health,” 
is by Dr. Malcolm A. Bouton, Commissioner of Health of the City of Schenectady. 
Citing a recent estimate of 1600 different plumbing codes in use in this 
country, Dr. Bouton points out that “the need for a generally accepted standard 
has long been recognized by public health officers, sanitary and mechanical engi- 
neers, building officials, and master plumbers.” 
The article then describes the movements of code offre which have pro- 
duced at least three national plumbing standards within the last several years. 
At present, the State Building Code Commission recognizes all three of these 
national plumbing standards: American Standard Plumbing Code (ASA A40.7- 
1949); Report of the Coordinating Committee for a National Plumbing Code, 
1951; and American Standard National Plumbing Code (A40.8-1955). Installa- 
tions which meet the requirements of any one of these standards are considered 
as satisfying the plumbing requirements of the State Building Construction Code. 
Reprints of Dr. Bouton’s article may be obtained at the office of the State 
Building Code Commission. 


MORE CERTIFICATES OF ACCEPTABILITY 


Since publication of our last Newsletter, ten more certificates of acceptability 
have been issued: 

National Homes Corporation for changes in the 1956 Custom Line (certifi- 
cates 100-56-MC, 101-56-MC); 

Thyer Manufacturing Corporation for prefabricated wood roof trusses (cer- 
tificates 77 to 81-55-MC); 

Lumber Dealers Research Council, Lu-Re-Co., for 4 on 12 slope wood roof 
trusses in 3 different spans (certificate 93-55-MC); 


Inland Homes Corporation for prefabricated roof trusses (certificates 75-55- 
MC, 76-55-MC). 

Those engaged in the use or administration of the state code are assured that 
these products, within the limits described in the certificates, satisfy the code’s 
requirements. 


STATE CODE DISCUSSED IN UTICA 


The potential advantages of the state code to the City of Utica were described 
at a recent luncheon meeting of the Utica Real Estate Board. State Building Code 
Commissioner M. William Bray, of Utica, presented the principal speaker, Fred- 
erick Pavlicek, Jr., Assistant Technical Director of the Commission. 

About 60 of Utica’s civic leaders attended, including architects, engineers, 
bankers, members of the city planning board, and the chamber of commerce. 

Utica, which uses a building code adopted in 1929, has long felt the need of 
a new and up-to-date code. Important changes in the city’s industrial structure 
have taken place, and after many years in which the size of its population re- 
mained virtually stationary, there have been some indications recently of renewed 
growth and increased building activity. Building code modernization has become 
more urgent. 

Local committees of architects, engineers, and municipal officials have stud- 
ied the code problem intensively for several years. In response to requests for 
information and advice, representatives of the commission have conferred fre- 
quently with Utica officials and organizations. 

Commissioner Bray pointed out in his presentation that on-the-spot technical 
and legal assistance in the solution of building code problems was. available to 
all municipalities using the state code. 

Mayor John T. McKennan of Utica has now appointed a committee that 
will study changes in the city’s building code on the basis of the Commission’s 
recommendations. 


ASTM ISSUES SUPPLEMENT TO 1955 STANDARDS 


The American Society for Testing Materials has published a “Supplement to 
1955 Edition of ASTM Standards in Building Codes.” The 1956 supplement in- 
cludes revisions and new ASTM standards for construction materials that have 
been accepted since publication of the 1955 edition. 

About one sixth of the standards listed in the “Generally Accepted Standards 
applicable to State Building Construction Code,” published by the Commission 
under date of January 30, 1956, are ASTM Standards. The commission’s list of 
such standards is revised periodically in order to keep it up to date. 

The 1955 ASTM compilation and its 1956 supplement include standards 


covering the full range of construction, and are widely used by building code 
authorities for instant reference. 

Copies of the publication can be obtained from reget 1916 Race Street, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa., at $2.75 per copy. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS ON DRAFT OF NEW PLUMBING CODE 


The public hearing draft of the State Building Construction Code applicable to 
Plumbing has been sent for consideration and review to several thousand building 
officials, health officers, plumbing inspectors and contractors, business and in- 
dustry organizations, and research and professional groups throughout the state. 

Public hearings on the draft are scheduled in Albany, Buffalo, Garden City, 
Syracuse, and White Plains. There is a considerable advance registration for these 
meetings, all of which will be held on the afternoon of September 18, beginning 

OC) at 2 o’clock. 

Suggestions and extended comment received by the commission before and 
after the September meetings will be carefully reviewed. The deadline set for 
receipt of comment is September 30. , 

Plumbing regulations in performance terms are already included in the three 
sections of the state code now in use, applicable to one- and two-family dwellings, 
to multiple dwellings, and to general building construction. Two published plumb- 
ing standards are now accepted by the commission as meeting the performance 


yn requirements of its code—the American Standard National Plumbing Code and 
= cO =] the Standard Plumbing Code recommended by the State Department of Health. 
Le = SD ~ The commission’s recognition of these two standards has been based on their 
> a us wide acceptance and authoritative sponsorship. But their arrangement and con- 
=< ae ei tent have not been fully consistent with the state code. These standards have 
Ss> F been clarified in the proposed plumbing regulations, and conflicting or inconsistent 
» => provisions eliminated. The new code, when promulgated, will supersede these 
= ~- #§ «standards. 


All the performance provisions of the State Building Construction Code, the 
applicable provisions of the two other standards previously recognized by the 
commission, and the plumbing illustrations of the commission’s Code Manual 
O will now be combined in a single document. 

The Bureau of Environmental Sanitation of the State Department of Health, 
under the supervision of its director, Earl Devendorf, has collaborated in the 


preparation of these regulations, and it is anticipated that the new standard will 
become part of the state’s health regulations. 

When promulgated, the new plumbing regulations will become effective in 
the 227 cities, towns, and villages now using the State Building Construction 
Code. And if the new plumbing standard becomes part of the state’s health regu- 
lations, as anticipated, it will eventually be used throughout the state. 


ANOTHER CONFERENCE ON BUILDING CODE UNIFORMITY 


The second in a series of industry and government conferences on building code 
uniformity will be held in Syracuse in November. The code situation in Onondaga 
and Madison Counties will be the subject of the conference. 

The first of these meetings, held in Niagara Falls last May, covered Erie and 
Niagara Counties. That meeting, sponsored by nineteen leading business, civic 
and professional organizations, stimulated wide interest in the commission’s 
program. 

Twenty-five municipalities in Onondaga and Madison Counties now use the 
state code. In Onondaga County alone, 70 per cent of the population outside 
the city of Syracuse, and in Madison County more than half the population, live 
in communities that have accepted the code. 

The paramount aim of the meeting will be to recount the benefits of building 
code uniformity and the services of the commission to municipal officials, 
builders, architects, and manufacturers of building products. The advantages of 
the state code are largely proportionate to the extent of its use, and a major pur- 
pose of the November conference will therefore be to enlarge the area of its 
acceptance. 


CODE AMENDMENTS FOR WESTHAMPTON BEACH 


Amendments to the state code because of special local conditions were approved 
for Westhampton Beach in Suffolk County last April. That was the first time 
such amendments had been made. 

A provision of the State Building Code Law, never applied before, allows 
the adoption of “higher or more restrictive standards” than are provided in 
the code, if such standards are “reasonably necessary because of special 
conditions...” 

In Westhampton Beach, the action of tides and storms on buildings near 
the sand dunes was considered an unusual condition requiring special structural 
requirements. 

Ordinarily, a building that is considered safe and permissible in one com- 
munity ought to be equally safe and permissible in another community. This, 
in fact, is the logical basis for a uniform building code and for the work being 
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Sloatsburg cho acy. cs Seminal cer renee Rockland 
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Speculatornenrs accine sca rere Hamilton 
Spencerportps tices ables eee Monroe 
Suffennysis rss ac ee ee Rockland 
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AAR YC OWT li cya hie sie oh te Westchester 
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WppertNyacke....2- <2. oe ace eee Rockland 
Vernonpt. fe. c4).2)0 5) sok one eens Oneida 
Vallagerof the Branch: 2. vce Suffolk 
Waddington ns 212)..2) mee St. Lawrence 
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done by this commission. But there are some exceptions, and the buildings near 
the sand dunes at Westhampton Beach are among them. 

Other communities with ‘special conditions’ may wish to follow this 
example. They are assured that such applications will receive careful considera- 
tion by this commission. 


ACCEPTANCE OF STATE CODE BY CITIES 


Thirty-one of New York’s 62 cities now use the State Building Construction 
Code. Six of these cities have passed resolutions of acceptance since June— 
Salamanca, Norwich, Sherill, Johnstown, Little Falls, and Long Beach. 
Of all municipalities in the state with a population of more than 5000, 40 
per cent have now adopted the state code—80 of 201 such communities. 
Acceptance of the state code by the larger municipalities of the state is 
indicated by the following table: 


MUNICIPALITIES OF 5000 POPULATION OR MORE IN NEW YORK STATE 


Class Number under 


state code 


Percentage under 
state code 


Cities 


Towns 36.5 
Villages 34.8 
Total 39.8 


CODE COMMISSION EXHIBIT AT STATE FAIR 


This year, for the first time, the commission was represented by an exhibit at 
the State Fair in Syracuse, which opened on August 30 and continued through 
September 7. 

The commission, in fact, had two exhibits there—one of them in a booth 
in the Women’s Building, another in the State Exhibits’ Building. Representatives 
of the commission answered questions and distributed commission publications. 


MORE CERTIFICATES OF ACCEPTABILITY 


Since publication of our last Newsletter, three more certificates of acceptability 
have been issued: 

Siporex Limited for structural properties of precast unreinforced solid 
masonry units and precast reinforced floor, roof, wall, and partition slabs (certifi- 
cates 88-55-M & MC, 89-55-M & MC); 

Siporex Limited for fire-resistive properties of precast solid masonry units 


Bata 
a 


and precast reinforced slabs (certificates 90-55-M & MC, 91-55-M & MC); 
National Homes Corporation for changes to adapt the 1956 Custom Line of 
Houses to the 1957 Line of Houses (certificates 106-56-MC, 107-56-MC). 


These building products are certified as satisfying the requirements of the 
state code. 


NEW YORK STATE BUILDING CODE COMMISSION 
Chairman Edward J. McGrew, Jr., New York City 
Vice Chairman George Bain Cummings, Binghamton 


Commissioner M. William Bray, Utica 
Commissioner Chester C. Gorski, Buffalo 
Commissioner William Lescaze, New York City 
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GEORGE CUMMINGS IS MAMED 
BUILDING CODE CONSULTANT 


N.Y 


George Bain Cummings of Binghamton, former 
Vice Chairman of the State Building Code Com- 
mission, has been named code consultant to the 
Division of Housing. 


In his new position, Mr. Cummings wil] 
study and recommend methods and procedures to 
improve the administration and promotion of 
the services of the State Building Code 
Bureau. In addition, Mr. Cummings will in- 
vestigate ways to extend the code program to 
additional municipalities in the State. 


NEW PRINTING ©F PLUMBING STANDARDS 
AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION TO PUBLIC 


A new printing of the Plumbing Standards 
of the State Building Construction Code is 
currently available from the State Building 
Code Bureau. The publication was prepared to 
implement the plumbing performance reouire- 
ments set forth in the Construction Code. 


Copies of the 122-page publication have 
been distributed free to the 334 cities, towns 
and villages in the State that voluntarily 
subscribe to the State Building Construction 
Code and are available to the general public 
for 50 cents each. 


BUILDING CODE BUREAU OFFERS 
SERVICES OF TECHNICAL STAFF 


The stat Building Code Bureau continues 
to offer architects, engineers, contractors 
and public officials throughout the State the 
advisory services of its technical staff. This 
staff is assigned to full-time duty with the 
bureau and is composed of four associate 
building engineers. The members of this tech- 
nical staff are: Aaron Shapiro, structural; 
Fred P. Mayglothling, space, fire safety, and 
electrical; Morris Bengal, mechanical; and 
Louis S. Nielson, plumbing. 


JAMES Wm. GAYNOR, COMMISSIONER 


JUNE, 1960 


STATE HOUSING COMMISSIONER'S MESSAGE 
ON BUILDING CODE NEWSLETTER 


Since the Civision of Housing assumed 
direction of the State Building Construction 
Code in April, 1959, we have become increas- 
ingly aware of the necessity for a medium of 
communication between the Division's Building 
Code Bureau and the cities, towns and villages 
throughout the State in which the code ap- 
plies. A newsletter was originally published 
by the State Building Code Commission, but was 
abandoned by that organization in the fall of 
1957. This Diviston determined to resume 
publication of that newsletter on a quarterly 
basis to keep public officials informed of the 
latest activities involving the State Build- 
ing Construction Code. This newsletter will 
add one more item to the growing list of 
services the Division offers public officials 
and their communities. 

---James Wm. Gaynor 
COMMISSIONER OF HOUSING 


COMMUNITIES CONTINUE TO ADOPT 
STATE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CODE 


Since direction of the State Building Con- 
struction Code was transferred to the Divi- 
sion of Housing in April, 1959, forty-two com- 
munities have voluntarily adopted the code, 
bringing to 334 the total now under its juris- 
diction. 


Of the forty-two communities, four are 
cities, 19 are towns and 19 are villages. The 
cities are Niagara Falls, Rome, Syracuse and 
Tonawanda. 


The towns are Ashland, Camillus, Chili, 
Clarence, Esopus, Gates, Masta Hamlin, 
Ithaca, Johnstown, Lafayét ius {Mount 
Hove, North East, ‘Ogden, 0 ee Parma, 
Riga, Shawangunk, AA oe Wappingers and 
Warwick. 


The villages which adoptéd ithe. code sihce 
April |, 1959, are Akron, Amityville, Belle- 
rose, Castleton- -on-Hudson, Cedarhurst, Cleve- 
land, Slmesford, Farminadale, Fishkill, Forest- 
ville, Fort Edward, Hamilton, Harriman, 
Hilton, Hunter, Lake George, Maybrook, Miller- 
ton, Mohawk, Montgomery, Muttontown, Newark, 
North Collins, North Pelham, North Tarrytown, 
Pawling, Spring Valley, Victor and West Haver- 
straw. 


Be 
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BUILDING CODE BUREAU ISSUES 23 
CERTIFICATES OF ACCEPTABILITY 


Since April 1, 1959, when direction of the 
State Building Construction Code was trans- 
ferred to the Division of Housing, 23 Certifi- 
cates of Acceptability have been issued for 
new products, materials, devices, assemblies 
and methods of construction which met the 
performance requirements of the code. The 
products and their manufacturer follow: 


Aluminum-clad exterior wall panels and 
aluminum roof and roofing system, National 
Homes Corp., Lafayette, Ind. and Horseheads, 


N.Y.3 3/12 slope wood truss, Pease Woodwork 


Co., Inc., Hamilton, Ohio; % inch strong-board 
insulating sheathing fiberboard, Johns- 
Manville Sales Corp., New York, N.Y.3 % inch 
Barrett Rigidwall insulating sheathing fiber- 
board, Barrett Division, Allied Chemical 
Corp., New York, N.Y.3 % inch Gold Bond Brace- 
Wall "N" insulating sheathing fiberboard, 
National Gypsum Co., Buffalo, N.Y.; Carlton's 
Mono Flash neoprene roof vent "flashing, 
Carrollton Manufacturing Co., Carrollton,Ohio; 
and % inch Barrett Rigidwal] insulating 
sheathing fiberboard (improved), Barrett Divi- 
sion, Allied Chemical Corp., New York, N.Y. 


Also, Spotstaples and Spotnailers, Spot- 
nails, Inc., Evanston, I113; Exterior wall 
panels with plywood sheathing, exterior wall 
panels with Texture One-Eleven plywood, Ex- 
terior wall panels with % inch Johns-Manville 
Strongboard Type W Sheathing, 4/12 Slope wood 
truss, maximum span 28 Feet; and 4/12 Slope 
wood truss, maximum span 40 Feet, Wood Fabri- 
cators, Inc., Schenectady, N.Y.3 Exterior wall 
panels and 3/12 Slope wood truss, maximum span 
28 Feet, the Barden & Robeson Corp., Middle- 
port, N. Y.; USG Super-Strength Insulating 
Sheathing, United States Gypsum Co., Chicago, 
1113 4/12 Slope wood truss, 31 to 34 foot 
span, 4/12 Slope wood truss, 25 to 31 faot 
span and 4/12 Slope wood truss, 20 to 25 foot 
span, Truss Prefab, Inc., Colorado Springs, 
Colo.; % inch Nu-Wood nail Bond Sheathing, 
Wood Conversion Co., St. Paul, Minn.; Calwire 
Staples, Calwire, Visalia, Calif.; and Duo- 
Fast Staples, Eastern Duo-Fast Corp., New 
York, Nu¥e 


FREDERICK PAVLICEK IS NAMED 
CODE BUREAU DIRECTOR 


Frederick Pavlicek was promoted to the 
position of Director of the State Building 


Code Bureau effective May 5. 


Mr. Pavlicek, who is an Architect by pro- 
fession, had served as assistant technical 
director of the State Building Code Commission 
from its establishment in 1950 until it was 
abolished in 1959 and its functions trans- 
ferred to the Division of Housing. He con- 
tinued on as assistant director of the State 
Building Code Bureau set up within the Divi- 
sion to administer the code. 


TO ADOPT ae 


A two-year campaign was succes 
pleted on May 16 when Niagara Fa 
Calvin Keller and the City Council t 
voluntarily adopt the State Me i 
tion Code. 


The final vote was taken in exec 
session after an open meeting to which t 
public was invited. ae Y 


City Manager Edward J. Pottoff, J 
Corporation Counsel Clarence Greenwald, Bu 
ing Inspections Superintendent . Willi 
Andrews and Chief Plumbing Inspector George 
Riley were instrumental in obtaining 
Council's approval by speaking in favo 
code at the open meeting. Niagara Fal 
a pooulation of 105,372, became the 27t 
and 333rd municipality in the State to 
the State Building Construction Code. } 


MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS ARE INVITED a 
TO VISIT BUILDING CODE BUREAU ae 


Commissioner Gaynor has exteneee a 
tation to all municipal officials and 


and the State Building Code Bureau by vi 
ar Division whenever they are in New 
ity. 


Division personnel wish iG maintat 
close working relationship with these off 
cials and want to meet them in person tc 
cuss any individual community proble 
as to introduce them to the many se 
programs in housing, construction 
renewal offered by the bivissen 


HOW TO OBTAIN BUILDING CODE ADVICE 


Municipal officials seeking aici eld ve 
building code problems may contact the State 
Building Code Bureau, 270 Broadway, New York 
7, _N.Y., BArclay 7-1616, extensions LOPE SOE. oli, 
7073. In addition, these officials can com- 
municate with the bureau's field representa- 
tives. For Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, Put- 
nam, Orange, Rockland, Dutchess, Ulster, 
Sullivan, Greene, Broome , Columbia and Dela-~- 
ware Counties, the representative is John G 
Wetzel, 286 Park Avenue, Merrick, N.Y., FRee- | 
port Q- 5933. The representa tive for. the re- 
maining upstate areas is Eugene J. Malone, 

Sr., P.0. Box 7203, Capitol Ba Mato Albany, 
N.Y. 5 flobart S86i5er00 oy a us bide i, 
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NINE PUBLIC MEETINGS SET TO AIR 
PROPOSED REVISIONS FOR "C" CODE 


A series of public conferences will be 
held throughout the State during September to 
receive comments on proposed revisions of the 
portion of the State Building Construction 
Code applicable to General Building Construc- 
tion, commonly known as the "C" Code. This 
portion of the code sets construction perfor- 
mance standards for business, mercantile, 
industrial, storage, assembly, institutional, 
and other non-residential buildings. 


Invitations have been extended to mayors, 
town supervisors, municipal building offi- 
cials, and construction industry leaders to 
attend any of nine conveniently located meet- 
ings to discuss the proposed revisions. Public 
hearing draft copies of the revisions have 
been forwarded to interested parties through- 
out the State. 


The schedule of public meetings follows: 
BINGHAMTON, Broome County Court House, Sept. 7 
EAST AURORA, Board Room, Village Hall, ras 
ROCHESTER, Monroe County Court House, a9 


POTSDAM, Civic Center Lounge, eed Ke 
SYRACUSE, State Office Building, ee tS 
SCHENECTADY, Council Chambers, nave? 
MIDDLETOWN, Common Council Chambers, raya 
WHITE PLAINS, County Center Building, 29 
BABYLON, Municipal Building, (Village) " 30 


The meetinas in Syracuse on September |5 
and Babylon on September 30 will constitute 
official public hearings on the proposed revi- 
sions. 


George Bain Cummings, former chairman of 
the State Building Code Commission who was 
recently named Division of Housing code con- 
sultant will conduct the public meetings. Also 
present will be members of the State Building 
Code Bureau's technical staff and the newly 
appointed members of the State Building Code 
Board of Review, Donald Faragher, Thomas 
H. McKaig and Charles F. Haring, dr. 

(Continued Next Column) 


THREE BUILDING INDUSTRY SEADERS NAMED 
TO STATE CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF REVIEW 


Three outstanding representatives of the 
building industry were appointed to the State 
Building Construction Board of Review in 
August. The three are Donald Faragher, Roches- 
ter architect; Thomas H. McKaig, Buffalo con- 
sulting engineer; and Charles F. Haring, Jr., 
White Plains home builder. 


The board of review is authorized by law 
to act as a board of appeals on construction 
matters arising under the State Building Con- 
struction Code. As such, it will hear and de- 
cide applications for relief from rulings of 
local building authorities where the applica- 
bility of the code has been accepted. In addi- 
tion, the review board will, upon application, 
modify or annul provisions of the State Build- 
ing Construction Code which entail unnecessary 
or impractical difficulties or hardships. 


Mr. Faragher was a member of the State 
Board of Examiners of Architects from 1950- 
1959, serving as president from 1954-1957. He 
is a member of the New York State Architects 
Association, holding the position of president 
for 1951-52. Mr. McKaig has been in private 
practice as a consulting engineer in Buffalo 
since 1922. He was a member of the New York 
State Board of Examiners for Professional 
Engineers and Land Surveyors, i954 1960, serv- 
ing as chairman from 1957-1959. Mr. Haring is 
a member of the Home Builders Association of 
Westchester County, having served as president 
in 1955 and 1956, and chairman of the board of 
directors in 1957 and 1[958. 


A portion of these public meetings will be 
reserved for receiving comments on the opera- 
tion of the State Building Construction Code 
program and concrete recommendations to in- 
crease the effectiveness of the program and of 
the services rendered by the State Building 
Code Bureau. Responsibility for the code was 
transferred to the Division of Housing for one 


‘year in April, 1959, and extended for an addi- 


tional year by the 1960 Legislature. 
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LEGISLATURE STIFFENS REQUIREMENTS 


FOR PROFESSIONAL CONSTRUCTION SEALS 


As a eu Te of the an seen of Chapter 
1009 of the Laws of 1960 by the State Legisla- 
ture, the seal of a professional engineer or 
registered architect will be reauired on plans 
and specifications for all new construction, 
except farm buildings used for agricultural 
purposes, and residential structures not in 
excess of 1,500 sauare feet in gross area, not 


including garages, carports, porches, cellars, 


uninhabitable basements or attics. Prior to 
the enactment of this legislation, under Sec- 
tion 7307 of the Education Law a professional 
seal was not required on plans and specifica- 
tions for any new building or structure cost- 
ing $10,000 or less and not exceeding 30,000 
cubic feet. 


The new law does not affect the reauire- 
ment for a professional seal on plans and spe- 
cifications for alterations costing more than 
ieee or alterations costing less than 

10,000 which involve changes affecting the 
structural safety of the building or public 
safety. A 


NEW ASS STANT COMMISSIONER NAMED 
FOR URBAN RENEWAL, BUILDING CODES 


- The Division of Housing has named David L. 
Rosen Assistant Commissioner for Urban Renewal 
-and Building Codes. In his new position, Mr. 
Rosen will be in charge of the State's urban 
renewal financial assistance and building con- 
struction code programs. 


Prior to his appointment to the Division, 
Mr. Rosen was director of the urban renewal 
and redevelopment division of Victor Gruen 
Associates, private architectural, engineering 
and planning firm. He also Served as field 


representative for the Administrator of the 


Housing and Home finance Agency, assigned to 
the staff of the Regional Director of Urban 
Renewal, “Region: |, covering New York and New 
England. 


MUNICIPALITIES NOT LIABLE FOR 
FAULTY OCCUPANCY CERTIFICATES | 


Seunral recent lower court docharons have 
held that when due care is exercised. 
employing the issuing official, a miaieipaltey 
is not liable to individuals for the negligent 
issuance of certificates of occupancy for 
buildings which do not conform to the munici- 
pality's building code. These courts. have held 


that the enactment and enforcement of a build- _ 
ing code is a governmental function designed ~ 
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i Fo secure. cei vhot 


to protect the persone 
af any ee ne 


mun t 
benefits of a well- Re edeh 


vs. the feeb! of hadnt : 
Village of Hempstead, both i 
Supreme Court, and Lockwood vs. tt 
Buchanan in Westchester County Cot 


THREE MORE COMMUNITIES ACCEP 
BRINGING TOTAL IN STATE TO 


Since the June issue of the N 
three additional communities hav 
applicability of the State Buildi 
tion Code, bringing to 337 the total 
the Code. y 


of Menands in HEN County 


are toon with an estimated | 
tion of 17,488 accepted the code 
July 7, 1960; Newburgh, with 16,000, 
and Menands, 2,453, August 23. 


HOW TO OBTAIN SERVICES 
OF FIELD REPRESENTATIVES 


To receive advice or assistance 
problems arising under the State B 
Construction Code, contact the 
field representatives: 


Eugene J. Malone, SPs (Ps Oe BOs 
Capitol Station, Albany, Hobart 3- 
for the counties of Albany, C 
Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton 
mer, Jefferson, Lewis, Madison, 
ery, Oneida, Onondaga, Oswego, Rer 
St. Lawrence, Saratoga, Schenectad: 
harie, Warren, Washington and 0 


John G. Wetzel, 286 Park Avenue, M 
Freeport 9-5933, for the Die 
Broome, Chenango, Columbia, Dela 
Dutchess, Greene, Nassau, Orahee 
Rockland, Suffolk, oe ] 
Westchester. — : ; 


Leonard C. Bacon, 5U Ever 
Cortland, Skyline 6-7396, - 
of Allegany, Cattaraugus, 

qua, Chemung, Cortland, 
Livingston, Monroe, Niag: 
Orleans, Schuyler, Seneca, St 
Ud ahi: as Nyvamings 


C/4, 55 | 


PIcVVS 
ia li i il R STATE BUILDING CODE 


STATE OF NEW YORK | NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER, GOVERNOR 
* ISSUED BY THE NEW YORK STATE DIVISION OF HOUSING - 


270 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 7, N.Y. JAMES Wm. GAYNOR, COMMISSIONER 


VOD yaN0.;).3 


GEORGE CUMMINGS RECOMMENDS PERMANENT 
PLACING OF CODE IN DIVISION OF HOUSING 


Following a series of nine public con- 
ferences held throughout the State during 
September, George Bain Cummings, special code 
consultant, recommended to Housing Commissioner 
eeynon that the code be placed permanently 
within the Division of Housing. The Division 
has been responsible for the code since April, 
1959, when the Legislature abolished the Code 
Commission. 


In his recommendations, which were made 
after receiving suggestions from interested 
persons and organizations at the public meet- 
ings, Mr. Cummings noted that the Commissioner 
had agreed to 1) maintain the technical integ- 
rity of the code; 2) continue the issuance of 
Serene ce neuon eceopkabi le ty stor new construc- 
tion methods and materials; 3) maintain compe- 
tent consultative assistance for subscribers 
to the code; 4) maintain an effective Board of 
Review; and 5) assure municipalities of the 
permanence of the code. 


Mr. Cummings, who was former vice chairman 
of the Building Code Commission, commented 
favorably on recent Division activities on be- 
half of the code. Among these activities he 


noted the appointment of a new Board of Review | 


composed of recognized leaders in their fields, 
the scheduling of public conferences to solicit 
suggestions on how to improve the code program, 
revival of the Newsletter, ponOanenen of a 
third field representative, and submission of 
a budget request for funds to set up a train- 
ing program for code enforcement personnel. 


While permanent administration of the code 
would best be served by reconstitution of the 
code commission, Mr. Cummings said, he realized 
that such a step would not be feasible under 
the Governor’s plan to reorganize State agen- 
cies to effect greater economy. 


Mr. Cummings turned down suggestions to 
transfer the code agency to the Office of 
Local Government on the ground that such a 
transfer would result in ‘a new hiatus in the 
services expected of the code agency and in 
securing further acceptances of the code,’ 


The public conferences on which Mr. Cum- 
ana based his report were held in Binghamton, 
East Aurora, Rochester, Potsdam, Syracuse, 
Schenectady, Middletown, White Plains and 
Babylon. 


” DECEMBER, 1960 

DD D/O OD O- O- O- DD DO § 
, SEASON’ § GREETINGS 

I would like to join the members 

of the State Building Code Bureau in 


wishing you a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 


_--James Wm. Gaynor 
Commissioner of Housing 
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DIVISION TO INTRODUCE LEGISLATION 
ESTABLISHING PERMANENT CODE COUNCIL 


We 


The Division of Housing, implementing a 
recommendation for permanency for the Building 
Construction Code by George Bain Cummings, 
will introduce legislation at the next session 
of the State Legislature in January calling 
for the creation of a permanent Building Code 
Council within the Division, 


The proposed legislation would transfer 
the functions of the former Building Code Con- 
mission to the new council. In addition, it. 
would authorize the assignment of members of 
the Division toassist the council when needed; 
provide for the appointment of consultants and 
technical advisors to aid the council and con- 
missioner with code problems; assure the con- 
tinuation of the issuance of certificates of 
acceptability for new construction methods and 
materials; continue the present Board of 
Review concept; and, in all ways, maintain the 
technical integrity of the code... 


REVISED ‘C’ CODE BEING PREPARED 
FOR DISTRIBUTION EARLY IN 1961 


A revised edition of the portion of the 
State Building Construction Code applicable to 
General Building Construction will be distri- 
buted to public officials and construction in- 
dustry representatives early in 1961. Commonly 
referred to as the ‘C’: Code, this portion of 
the code sets construction performance stand- 
ards for non-residential building construction. 


The new edition will include changes which 
were suggested during a series of public con- 
ferences and in written recommendations to the 
Division of Housing. Officials in all of the 
communities subscribing to the code will re- 
ceive the revised edition. 
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PUBLIC OFFICIALS, PRIVATE BUILDERS 
COMMENT ON STATE BUILDING CODE 


The following are excerpts of comments on 
the State Building Construction Code which 
have been received from public officials, rep- 
resentatives of the construction industry and 
private builders. 


‘“,«»The New York State Association of 
Plumbing Contractors in convention at Utica, 


New York, in 1959, and again convened in 


Buffalo, New York, in 1960, has endorsed the 
building code of the Division of Housing, 
State of New York. In fact, at every opportu- 
nity, we advocate adoption of the code in 
order that communities that have an inadequate 
pluppine code or none at all will receive the 
ealth protection provided under the minimum 
requirements of the plumbing standards of the 
New York State Building Code.’ 


A Long Island building inspector wrote; 
‘We have been pleased with the code bureau’s 
field and staff services under the Division of 
Housing and wish to urge autonomy and perma- 
nence of the code bureau and program...It is 
always nice to know that we have an efficient, 
intelligent and courteous staff of men to turn 
to for guidance in the fast moving field of 
construction,’ 


The Barrett Division of Allied Chemical 
Corp. wrote: ‘The purpose of this letter is to 
express our appreciation for the prompt, effi- 
cient and courteous way in which members of 
the Bureau of State Building Codes acted in 
investigating ‘Rigidwall’ and issuing its cer- 
tificate...We are proud to have a Barrett ce 
eee accepted by the Bureau of State Building 

odes,’ 


And from the mayor of an Orange County 
iin ae: ‘We understand that consideration 
shortly will be given to the budget for the 
continuation of the Building Code. We earnest- 
ly hope that an adequate budget will be given 
to the code to include possible expansion of 
field and staff services. We feel it is a 
necessity to a small village such as ours to 
have this code with its related field staff 
continued, ’ 


rcs company planning a new plant for- 
warded the following comment to the State 
Building Code Bureau: ‘The manner in which you 
guided us and helped us solve the problems of 
the requirements necessary to ao ay the code 
was very gratifying and makes us feel that our 
company is wanted in New York State. We feel 
that when there are men like yourself and your 
Stee to work with, no problem is insurmount- 
able.’ 


(Continued Next Column) 


COMMISSTONER GAYNOR ADDRESSES 
NYSAA CONVENTION AT LAKE PLACID 


Housing Commissioner Gaynor was the prin- 
cipal speaker at the opening business session 
of the 1960 convention of the New York State 
Association of Architects, Inc. in Lake Placid 
on October 13. The Commissioner outlined the 
role architects must play in the urban renewal 
programs being undertaken in the State. He ad- 
vised the architects to work with professional 
engineers, planning officials and other civic 
leaders to achieve the maximum benefits of the 
urban renewal program. 


In addition, the Commissioner reviewed the 
advances which have been made by the State 
Building Construction Code since it was 
assigned to the Division of Housing in April, 
1959. He pledged full support to the code if 
it is placed permanently with the Division. 


Commissioner Gaynor also participated in a 
rental housing panel program at the New York 
State Home Builders Association, Inc. eighth 
annual convention at Kiamesha Lake on October 
29, where he discussed middle income housing. 
Also present with the Commissioner was 
Frederick Pavlicek, director of the Division’s 
Building Code Bureau. 


Commissioner Gaynor and Mr. Pavlicek also 
attended a dinner meeting of the Builders In- 
stitute of Putnam County held in Carmel on 
November 21. At the meeting, they outlined the 
advantages to local governments of operating 
under the State Building Construction Code, © 
Present at this meeting were the following 
town supervisors: Joseph Cioccolanti, South- 
east; William Millar, Patterson; William C. 
Nichols, Kent; Harry G. Silleck, Putnam Valley; 
and Robert Smith, Carmel. Also attending were 
Willis H. Stephens, State Assemblyman from 
Brewster, and George Frank, executive vice 
president, Builders Institute of Westchester 
and Putnam Counties, — 


‘We would like to ask at this time,’ wrote 
the building inspector of a Rockland County 
town, ‘that the Bureau of State Meeries. Codes 
be made permanent, as the bureau and the per- 
sonnel have rendered very satisfactory service 
to this building department in the past. We 
are satisfied with, and appreciate, the ser- 
vice rendered under the Division of Housing, 
and trust that sufficient personnel will be 
provided to continue this assistance.’ 


In an advertisement at gee) in the 
December issues of 32 plumbing and heating 
publications throughout the nation, the Copper 
and Brass Research Association asks, ‘If the 
codes inyour area are among those that haven’t 
been revised yet, why not suggest they follow 
the clear wording of the New York code?... 
This code has been called ‘America’s most 
modern code’ and is considered by experts to 
be one of the clearest, most thoroughly 
screened and most comprehensive codes ever 
developed.’ i 
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TOWN OF TONAWANDA IS 344TH COMMUNITY 
TO ACCEPT APPLICABILITY OF STATE CODE 


The Town of Tonawanda has become the 344th 
community in the State to have voluntarily ac- 
cepted applicability of the State Building 
Construction Code. The Erie County community, 
with an estimated 1960 population of 105,032, 
brought to 3,098,888 the total population now 
estimated to reside in communities operating 
under the code. 


Other communities which recently accepted 
applicability of the code were the villages of 
Herkimer, Woodridge, St. Johnsville, Upper 
eee oe’ and Churchville, and the Town of 

ent. 


DISTRIBUTION OF REVISED "C" CODE 
SET FOR LATTER PART OF MARCK 


The revised State Building Construction 
Code applicable to General Building Construc- 
tion, commonly known as the "C" Code, is ex- 
pected to be available for distribution at the 
end of March. This portion of the code sets 
construction performance standards for non- 
residential building. 


The revisions will include changes sug- 
gested during a series of public conferences 
and in written recommendations to the Division 
of Housing. Each of the 344 communities which 
have voluntarily accepted applicability of the 
code will receive three copies of the revised 
edition free. Additional copies will be avail- 
able for 50 cents each from the New York State 
Division of Housing, State Building Code Bur- 
eau, 270 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y. 


CODE BUREAU WARNS ON CONVERSION 
OF GAS-FIRED HEATING EQUIPMENT 


The State aT Code Bureau advises 
building inspectors that gas-fired heating 
equipment with Type B gasvents cannot be con- 
verted to the use of oil or coal unless the 
gasvent is replaced by a flue or chimney suit- 
able for these fuels. Bureau personnel point 
out that the Type B gasvent cannot be used 
with oil or coal-fired equipment because the 
temperature of the exhausts from these fuels 
exceeds the acceptable limitations placed on 
the Type B gasvent. In addition, they note 
that the Code Manual, on Page 5/67, calls for 
a permanent label to be conspicuously placed 
on all Type B gasvents indicating that the use 
of the vent is limited to gas-fired equipment. 


ASSEMBLY PASSES MITCHELL-CURTO BILL; 
SUPPORT NEEDED FOR SENATE APPROVAL 


The State Assembly on March | passed by an 
overwhelming vote of [45-3 the Mitchel1l-Curto 
Bill placing administrationof the entire State 
Building Code permanently within the Division 
of Housing. Following the Assembly vote, 
Housing Commissioner Gaynor renewed his re- 
quest for support for the legislation from the 
344 communities which have accepted appl ica- 
bility of the code to obtain Senate passage. 


In a letter to mayors and town supervi- 
sors, the Commissioner had previously warned 
that in the absence of such legislation, the 
eae ebk Eyles of the code would cease on 
Marc I. 


"If you wish to preserve the applicability 
of the code to all types and classes of con- 
struction in your community,” Commissioner 
Gaynor said, "you should write or wire the 
Senate sponsor, Senator MacNeil Mitchell, and 
your local Senators immediately. Since there 
1s considerable agitation to preserve the code 
only in part, removing its applicability to 
factories, mercantile establishments and places 
of public assembly, we oe urea urge you 
to offer your support for the Mitchel!l-Curto 
Bill through your local Senators, the Associa- 
tion of Towns, the._New York State Conference 
of Mayors, andthe Office for Local Government, 
155 Washington Avenue, Albany. 


"This bill gives the code agency perma- 
nent status while assuring the technical com- 
petence and impartiality of its actions. At 
the same time, it achieves substantial econo- 
mies by utilizing the available non-technical 
services and personnel of the Division of 
Haka F thereby assuring the continued promo- 
tion of the code.” 


The Mitchell-Curto Bill proposes to create 
a permanent seven-man State Building Code 
Council within the Division of Housing. The 
functions of the former Building Code Commi s- 
sion will be transferred to this Council. In 
addition, the legislation authorizes the 
assignment of members of the Division of Hous- 
ing to assist the council when needed; pro- 
vides for the appointment of consultants and 
technical advisors to aid the council and 
commissioner with code problems; assures the 
continuation of the issuance of certificates 
of acceptability for new construction methods 
and materials; continues the present Board of 
Review concept; and, in all ways, maintains 
the technical integrity of the code. 

Continued on Page 2) 
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BUILDING CODE BUREAU ISSUES || 
CERTIFICATES OF ACCEPTABILITY 


Within the past nine months, the Division — 


of Housing's State Building Code Bureau has 
issued certificates of acceptability for || 
new products, materials, devices, assemblies 
or methods of construction which met the per- 
formance requirements of the code. The prod- 
ucts and their manufacturer follow: 


Metal bestos gasvent, Type RV, and oval 
vent, Type WY, MétaTbestos Division, William 
Wallace Co., Woodbridge, New Jersey; "Van- 
Packer Type No. |" chimney, Van-Packer Co., 
Division of the Flintkote Co., Chicago Heights, 
Illinois; 15/32" sheathing board and 15/16, 


1-3/8, 7/8 Homasote Roof Decking, Homasote. 
Co., Trent 


on, New Jersey; 4/12 slope roof 
truss, Gang Nails, Inc., Miami, Florida; ex- 
terior wall assemblies, Bush Homes, Inc., 
Huntington Station, New York; 1/2" Graylite 
XXXN Sheathing, Insulite Division Minnesota & 
Ontario Paper Co., Minneapolis, Minnesota; 
u/12 slope wood roof truss, Ronel Corp., 
Opalocka, Florida; 4/12 slope wood truss, H. 
Brace, Miami, Florida; and Power Line Staples, 
Power Line Sales, Inc., Monterey Park, 
California. 


SUPPORT MITCHELL-CURTO BILL 


(Continued From Page 1) 


The proposal to give the code permanent 
status within the Division of Housing wag made 
by George Bain Cummings following a series of 
nine public conferences held throughout the 


State last September. Mr. Cummings, a former 


vice chairman of the Building Code Commission 
conducted the public meetings as a special 
code consultant to the Division of Housing. 


Wide support for the Mitchell-Curto Bill 
has been received from groups representing 
every phase of the construction industry. 


Among the organizations supporting the legis- 


lation are: New York State Association of 
Architects; New York State Homebuilders Asso- 


ciation; New York State Association of Plumb- 


ing Contractors; General Building Contractors 
of New York State; Armstrong Cork Co.; Allied 


Chemical Corp., Barrett Division; Johns-Mann- 


ville Corp.; and National Homes Corp. 


hy 
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spect of all with. whom he came i 


housing, urban renewal and bui 
ing code ‘services offered by 
Housing and the benefits they as 
The Division's Building Code 
tained a booth at the convention t 
information about the State code. 
booth were Frederick Pavlicek, di 
code bureau, and code field rep 
John G. Wetzel, Eugene J. Mal: 
Leonard C. Bacon. . ' oth 
The latter trio also were in at 
the twelfth annual building inspecto 
conducted by the Eastern States Bui 
Chal 8 eedererien in New York City Feb 
an on Raa 


Commissioner Gaynor told a conve 
the National Association of Home 
Chicago on January 30 that urban rene 
grams must be broadened not only in th 
cal area covered, but in the scope of 
hensive area planning. He noted t 
renewal plans must emphasize the — 
tion and modernization of existin 
well as the construction of new 
called upon the home building industry * 
an active role in urban renewal progra 
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of Buffalo, 


onstruction B 


succeeded J. Breslin:as building i 
the Village of Island Park. Good 
new inspector. . . We note with de 
cere regret the death of Will 
Andrews, Commissioner of Buildings 
of Niagara Falls for the past 
Bill did an outstanding job and. 


efforts were instrumental in 
city council to accept the a 
the State Building Constr 
ear. Taking over the reins 
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LEGISLATION EXTRA 
LEGISLATION VESTS CODE-MAKING POWER IN 
SEVEN-MEMBER, DIVISION CODE COUNCIL 


To preserve and insure the technical integ- 
rity of the State Building Code, the legisla- 
tion assigning the code function permanently 
to the Division of Housing provides for the 
creation of a seven-member State Building Code 
Council within the Division. The Council, of 
which the Commissioner of Housing is chairman, 
will exercise the full code-making powers, in- 
cluding the formulation, adoption and modi fi- 
cation of code rules and regulations, formerly 
wielded by the State Building Code Commission. 
In addition, the Council will issue Certifi- 
cates of Acceptability for new building methods 
and materials submitted for approval. 

Members of the Council will be appointed 
by the Governor, with the advice and consent 
of the State Senate. The members of the first 
Council, who will be named shortly, will serve 
until January |, 1963. Thereafter, members 
will be appointed for four-year terms which 
will coincide with the Governor's term of 
office. 

The legislation specifies that at least 
one member of the Council must be a registered 
architect andone a professional engineer. Mem- 
bers of the Council will receive compensation 
of $50 per day, with the annual maximum limi- 
ted to $2,500. 


STATE CODE EXPANDED ITS ACTIVITIES 
WHILE "TEMPORARILY' IN HOUSING DIVISION 


Figures compiled by members of the State 
building code bureau show that there was no 
hiatus inthe activities related to administer- 
ing, enforcing and expanding the code during 
the two years responsibility for the code was 
assigned to the Division of Housing on a tem- 
porary basis. 


(Continued on Page 2) 
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APRIL, 1961 
STATE CODE ASSIGNED A PERMANENT HOME 
IN HOUSING DIVISION; INTEGRITY INTACT 


On March 25, the last day of its regular 
1961 session, the State Legislature permanent- 
ly assigned responsibility for the State 
Building Construction Code within the Division 
of Housing, thus ending a two-year fight to 
assure a permanent home for the code in a 
single agency without violating the integrity 
of the code. Both Governor Rockefeller and 
Housing Commissioner Gaynor have hailed the 
action by the Legislature. 


In announcing his approval, the Governor 
said, "This bill makes permanent the vital 
functions of (1) continuing the development of 
the State's renowned Building Construction 
Code and (2) encouraging municipalities in the 
State to adopt the code. 


"This bill makes an appropriate disposi- 
tion of the Building Code functions. The code- 
making powers are made permanent and are 
assigned to a State Building Code Council. The 
Division of Housing will, at less than one- 
third the cost of the former State Building 
Code Commission, continue to provide the 
necessary technical staff. Together with the 
Office for Local Government it will further 
encourage the adoption of the code by addi- 
tional municipalities. 


"Under this bill, the code will continue 
to be kept abreast of new developments in con- 
struction methods and materials, thereby help- 
ing to reduce the cost of building construc- 
tion. It will also continue to provide archi- 
tects, engineers, builders and local officials 
with a single compilation of building con- 
struction standards, thereby minimizing confu- 
sion and avoiding multiplicity of requirements. 


"This bill, adopted upon my recommendation, 
will make permanent a critical State service 


(Continued on Page 2) 
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In the two-year period, a total of. 29° cer 
tificates of acceptability were ‘issued for new. 
construction methods and materials submitted 


for approval, an average of I|4 per year. Under 


the code commission from 1952 to 1959, 60 cer- 


tificates. were issued, an average of eight per 
year. baie 


Since April |, 1959, when the code commi s- 
sion was abolished and the code function was 
transferred to the Division of Housing, code 
bureau personnel] have examined 123 plans and 
specifications for new construction submitted 
for their approval, an average of 62 per year. 
Under the code commission, 76 examinations 
were made, an average of IO per year. 


The code bureau's field representatives 
made a total of 1,597 service calls to munici- 
palities throughout the State, an average of 
799 per year. Under the code commission, 4,500 
calls were made, an average of 600 per year. 


Though the average yearly number of commu- 


nities accepting applicability of the code de-. 


clined from 36 under the commission to 27 
under the Division of Housing, code bureau 
personnel point out that many larger communi- 
ties were enrolled during the past two years. 
The 54 communities in the latter group con- 
tained a population of 1,115,401, while the 
291 communities that adopted the code under 
the code commission contained |,986,496 resi- 
dents. Among the larger communities that ac- 
cepted the code since April |, 1959, were Rome, 
Syracuse, Niagara Falls and Tonawanda with a 
combined total populationofmore than 473,000. 


Code bureau personnel attribute the lower 


rate of acceptances to the uncertainty which 
surrounded the future permanence of the code 
following the abolition of the code commission. 
They predict that there will be an increase in 
the number of acceptances now that the future 
and integrity of the code have been guaranteed. 


Other code activities were also continued 


uninterrupted during the past two years. Re- 


vised editions were published and distributed 


(of: the plumbing standards applicable to the. 
State code; the list of generally accepted 


standards applicable ‘to the code; and the por- 
tion of the code applicable to general build- 
sing construction. In addition, the code bureau 


revised and distributed to municipalities sam- 
ple forms for ‘enforcement ordinances, fees and , 
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MOL atte NOs.) 


TROY ACCEPTS STATE CODE APPLICABILITY; 


352 MUNICIPALITIES ARE NOW COVERED 

The City of Troy in June became the 352nd 
municipality inthe State to voluntarily accept 
applicability of the State Building Construc- 
tion Code. The city, with a 1960 population of 
67,492, brought to 3,199,664 the number of resi - 
dents living in communities subscribing to the 
State code. Troy was the 38th city to act on 
the code. 

Other acceptances were recorded recently in 
the towns of Potsdam, Hunter, Wilna, Ravena, 
Minisink, Pendleton and Plattskill. 


STATE AGENCY BARS REFERENCE ADOPTIONS 


BY VILLAGES SF NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE 

The New York State Department of Audit and 
Control has ruled that a village may not enact 
an ordinance or local law which incorporates by 
reference all of theprovisions of the National 
Electrical Code. 

In ruling in the negative, the department 
noted that the code was formulated by the Ameri- 
can Standards Association, a private organiza- 
tion with no governmental legislative powers. 
It argued that every amendment of the code by 
the Association would result in an amendment 
of the local ordinance, violations of which 
would subject citizens who were unaware of the 
changes to criminal penalties. 

The department emphasized that. the State 
Constitution prohibits the Legislature from in- 
corporating by reference the provisions of other 
statutes and held that the National Electrical 
Code fell into thiscategory. The agency reason- 
ed that it would beeven more intolerable for a 
municipality to adopt the code by reference. 

The State Building Code is exempt from this 
ruling, however, since Article 18 of the Execu- 
tive Law authorizes municipalities to accept 
its applicability without incorporation by 
reference. 


JUNE, 1961 


GOVERNOR NAMES 6 IN CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 
TO SERVE ON STATE BUILDING CODE COUNCIL 


Governor: Rockefeller has appointed six 
outstanding representatives of the construc- 
tion industry to serve on the newly-created 
State Building Code Council. The seven-mem- 
ber Council, headed by Commissioner of Hous- 
ing and Community Renewal. Gaynor, will -exer- 
cise the code functions formerly administered 
by the State Building Code Commission. 

Appointed were: Allen L. Cobb, Rochester 
industrial safety expert; Donald Q. Faragher, 
Rochester architect; Charles F. Haring, Jr., 


White Plains home builder; Thomas H. McKaig, 
Buffalo cmsulting engineer; Thomas A. Murphy, 
Syracuse plumbing contractor; and James A. 
Norris, Sr.,- Elmira building contractor. The 
appointments are subject to confirmation by 


the Senate when it reconvenes. Messrs. Faragher, 


Haring and McKaig aremembers of the State Build- 
ing Code Board of Review appointed by Commis- 
sioner Gaynor last August. 

In announcing the appointments Governor 
Rockefeller said, "This Council will assure 
the continued development of the State's re- 
nowned building construction code and encourage 
municipalities in the State to adopt the code. 
The code will be kept abreast of new develop- 
ments in construction methods and materials 
and will continue to provide architects, en- 
gineers, builders and local officials with a 
single compilation of building construction 
standards, thereby minimizing confusion, and 
avoiding multiplicity of requirements." 

The State Building Code Council was created 
within the Division of Housing and Community 
Renewal by the [961 Legislature when it placed 
responsibility for the code permanently with- 
in the Division. 

Mr. Cobb is Director of Industrial Safety, 
Kodak Park Works, Eastman Kodak Co., Rochester. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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GOVERNOR NAMES 6 IN CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 
TO SERVE ON STATE BUILDING CODE COUNCIL 


(Continued from Page |) 

He is a-licensed professional engineer and a 
former engineer in the inspection division of 
the Factory Mutual Fire Insurance Co. A grad- 
uate of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, where he received a Bachelor of Civil 
Engineering degree in 1926, Mr. Cobb joined 
the Eastman Kodak Safety Department in 1936. 
He is a member of the Board of Directors of 
the National Fire Protection Association, a 
member and past president of the Rochester 
Safety Council, a member of the General Safety 
Committee of the Manufacturing Chemists Asso- 
ciation, and a member of the National Safety 
Council's Industrial Cmference. He resides at 
210 Thomas Avenue, Rochester. 

Mr. Faragher is a partner in Faragher and 
Macomber, Rochester architects. He is a member 
and past president of the State Board of Exam- 
iners of Architects, a fellow in the American 
Institute of Architects, a member and past 
president of the New York State Association of 
Architects, a member and past president of the 
Rochester Society of Architects, and a member 
and past president of the Rochester Engineering 
Society. Mr. Faragher is also a member of the 
Central New York Chapter of the American Insti- 
tute of Architects and a member of the National 
Council of Architectural Registration Boards. 
A graduate of the Syracuse School of Architec- 
ture in 1930, Mr. Faragher served on the uni- 
versity's senior thesis juries from |949 to 
1959, and was a recipient of the Lillian Fair- 
child award fromthe University of Rochester in 
1952 and the Arents Medal of Syracuse Universi- 
ty in 1960. He resides at 22 Buckingham Street, 
Rochester. 

Mr. Haring is president of Haring and 
Grant, Inc., White Plains home builders. He is 
a member, past president and former chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the Homebuilders 
Association of Westchester County. He is also 
a member and former regional vice president of 
the National Association of Home Builders, 
president of the Westchester Citizens Housing 
Council, member of the Housing Advisory Cancil 
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of the State Commission Against Discrimination, 
and a fcrmer member of the Westchester County 


_ Executive's Civil Defense Advisory Council. 
Mr. Raring: resides at 85 Secor Road, Scarsdale. 


Mr. McKaig has headed his own firm of con- 


| sulting engineers in Buffalo since 1922. Both 


a licensed professional engineer and a regis- 
tered architect, Mr. McKaig was a member and 


past chairman of the New York State Board of 
Examiners for Professional Engineers and Land 


Surveyors. He holds membershipin the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, the American Insti- 
tute of Architects, and the American Institute 
of Consulting Engineers. He is a graduate of 
Cornell University, receiving the Bachelor of 
Architecture degree in 1911 and the Bachelor 
of Civil Engineering degree in 1913. He is the 
authorof "Applied Structural Design" and "Field 
Inspection of Building Construction.” Mr. McKaig 
resides at I11 Idlewood Avenue, Hamburg. — 

Mr. Murphy is president of Thomas A. 
Murphy, Inc., Syracuse plumbing contractors. 
He is a past president of the Syracuse Builders 
Exchange and of the Syracuse Master Plumbers 
Association. He is a member of the executive 
board of the Building Industry Employers of 
the State of New York anda member of the Syra- 
cuse Technology Club. Mr. Murphy attended the 
Syracuse Apprentice Training School, and during 
World War I! served with the 42nd Naval Con- 
struction Battalion in the Pacific. He resides 
at 402 North Terry Road, Solvay. 

Mr. Norris is president of Streeter Asso- 
ciates, Inc., Elmira general building contrac- 
tors. He is a licensed professional engineer 
and received a bachelor's degree in Civil En- 
gineering from Cornell University in 1925. He 
is a member and past president cf the Elmira 
Area Builders Exchange and the General Build- 
ing Contractors of New York State, and is cur- 
rently president of the Association of Commerce. 
He lives at 1711 Crestwood Road, Elmira. 

The members of the Council will receive 
compensation of $50 per day, with the annual 
maximum limited to $2,500. Their terms will 
run until January |, 1963. Thereafter, members 
will be appointed for four-year terms coin- 
ciding with the Governor's term of office. 
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STATE BUILDING CODE COUNCIL. APPROVES 
NEW "LIST OF ACCEPTED STAI’DARDS" 


The State Building Code Council has approv- 
ed a new "List of Generally Accepted Standards 
Applicable to the State Building Construction 
Code". The new list became effective July |. 
Included in the list are specifications, 
codes, rules, guides, and procedures inthe con- 
struction field which have been recognized and 
accepted as authoritative by professional, gov- 
ernmental and institutional organizations. 

Also in thenew listing is a new Table P603 
covering standards for plumbing materials which 
replaces Table P603 in the "Plumbing Standards 
of the State Building Construction Code" issued 
April I, 1960. 

Copies of the new list have been sent to 
all of the communities which have accepted ap- 
plicability of the St ate code. Additional 
copies may be obtained from the State Building 
Code Council, Pivision of Housing and Community 
Renewal, 270 Broadway, New York 7, New York. 


JACOB BIRGY IS MAMED CCDE'S 
ASSOCIATE BUILDING STRUCTURAL EIGINEER 


Jacob Birgy, of 72 Joyce Road, Hartsdale, 


has been named associate building structural 
engineer for the State Building Code, succeed- 
ing Aaron Shapiro, who retired. 

Prior to his appointment, Mr. Birgy served 
for eleven years as senior building construc- 
tion engineer with the Division of Housing and 
Community Renewal Engineering and Construction 
Bureau. A graduate of Cooper Union, where he 
received a degree of bachelor of science in 
civil engineering, Mr. Birgy also holds a mas- 
ters degree in the same field from New York 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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DISPUTES OVER REQUIREMENTS OF STATE CODE 
MAY BE SUBMITTED TC CODE'S TECHNICAL STAFF 


The State Building Codes Bureau has issued 
a reminder that doubts over compliance with 
the requirements of the State Building Con- 
struction Code arising between building offi- 
cials in communities which have adopted the 
code, and architects, engineers or others sub- 
mitting plans for local approval, may be re- 
ferred tothe bureau's technical staff for con- 
sultation and review by the building official, 
architect or engineer involved. 

The bureau emphasized, however, that before 
it will schedule a consult ation upon the appli- 
cation of an architect, engineer or others, 
the permission of the local building official 
for such consultation will be required in 
writing or by telephone. 

Inoviries of a limited advisory nature 
will be answered by tielephone by members of 
the bureau's staff. More complicated problems 
will be handled during office consultations. 

Inquiries should be addressed to: 


New York State Division of Housing 
and Community Renewal 


State Building Codes Bureau 
270 Broadway 
New York 7, New York 


BArclay 7-1616 

Members of the technical staff are: 
Frederick Pavlicek, director; Fred Maygloth- 
ling, electrical engineer; Jacob Birgy, struc- 
tural engineer; Lovis S. Nielsen, plumbing 
engineer; andMorris Bengal, heating, ventilat- 
ing and air conditioning engineer. 

In keeping with the "home rule” feature of 
the State code, building officials will retain 
the right to accept or reject the findings of 
the technical staff on matters submitted for 
such review. This service isnot to be confused 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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STATE CODE COUNCIL ANNOUNCES 
LATEST CERTIFICATES OF ACCEPTABILITY 


The State Building Code Council has an- 


nounced that certificates of acceptability have 
been issued for the following: 

Metalbestos gasvent, Type 0C, Metalbestos 
Division, William Wallace Co., Woodbridge, New 
Jersey; Amerivent Type B gasvent, Styles R and 
E, and Amerivent gasvent, Type B or BW, Ameri- 
vent @ivision, American Metal Products Co., 
Inc., Los Angeles, California; Gang-Nails wood 
truss for 45 snow zone with Gang-Nails connec- 


tors, Gang-Nails, Inc., Miami, Florida; 4/12. 


slope roof trusses, 25'-0" maximum out-to-out 
sparig! 20 20. tal son 27 YO! P83" S009 Sek Ore 
and &5'-0" maximum out-to-out span, 2U" 0.C., 
Ronel Corp., Opa-Locka, Florida: 1/2" thick 
brace wall, "N" insulation sheath (uncoated), 
National Gypsum Co., Buffalo, New Yorks exte- 
rior wall panels, Scholz Homes, Inc., Toledo, 
Ohio; and timber roof truss, 29'-0" maximum 
out=to=out' spiani2h" 000.4: Sfold islopel roof 
pitch, 3'-3" maximum overhang at eaves, Shep- 
ard & Morse Lumber Co., Albany, New York. 
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DISPUTES OVER REQUIREMENTS OF STATE CODE 


MAY BE SUBMITTED TO CODE'S TECHNICAL STAFF 
(Continued from Page |) . 

with the more formal review procedure of the 

State Building Construction Board of Review in 

accordance with section 382 of the Executive 

Law. 


JACOB BIRGY 1S NAMED STATE CODE'S 


ASSOCIATE BUILDING STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 
(Continued from Page |) 

University. He served with private engineering 

firms for twelve years before joining the 

Division. 

In his new position, Mr. eta will be re- 
sponsible for reviewing structural plans and 
problems submitted for cmsideration under the 
operation of the State code. 


POUGHKEEPSIE ACCEPTS STATE CODE; a 


364 COMMUNITIES ARE NOW COVERED ‘aes "| | 


Sordi ere’ poder’ 


In a rvsh'ot seca rence" -totloyinate Opes 
tion of the State Building Code Council. and, the, aa 


permanent assignment of resp msibility for the. oo 
code within the Divisionof Hasing and Communi-.. an 


ty Renewal, a total of 364 communities had ac- 


cepted applicability of the code by September |. 


Among the recent acceptances were the City 
of Poughkeepsie; the towns of Fallsburgh, Mace- 
don, Mendon, North Salem, Patterson, Pittsford 
and Wilson; andthevillages of Highland False} 
Honeoye Falls, Laurel Hollow and Liberty.. reat 

The 364 communities under the code contain 
a total population of 3,287,739. Bh 
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BRIEFLY PERSONAL...... 


GUY FORCUCCI, recently-appointed super- 
intendent of building inspections in Niagara 
Falls, was the recipient ofa testimonial dinner 
given in his honor last June by the eity Se 
Department of Public Works. Representing the 
State Building Code Cancil at the affair were 
field representatives Fugene J. Malone, Sr. 
and Leonard Bacon...The retirement of JOHN KOHN 
as building andplumbing inspector for the town 
of Greece became effective on June 30. John's” 
long affiliation as a public official began in 
1936 when he was hired asa laborer in the sew- 
er department. He became inspector of sewer 
const ruction (1937), superintendent of the sew-_ 
er department (1938), superintendent of the 
treatment plant (1939), superintendent of 
sewer maintenance (1943), building inspector 
(1954), and plumbing inspector (1957). The 
latter two positions were held consecutively. 
Good luck, John, ona well-earned retirement... — 
EARL J. FERGUSON, buildings superintendent in 
the Town of Colonie, has been elected presi - 
dent of the New York State Building Officials 
Conference, of which hewas vice president last 
year. Mr. Ferguson, who lives in Loudonville, 
has been the buildings superintendent in 
Colonie since 1953. | 
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NEW PRINTING OF STATE CODE FOR PLUMBING 
SET FOR APRIL DISTRIBUTION 


A new printing of the volume of the State 
Building Construction Code applicable to Plumb- 
ing will be distributed in April. The volume, 
previously called "Plumbing Standards of the 
State Building Construction Code; has been re- 
named "State Building Construction Code appli- 
cable to Plumbing." 

Copies of the new publication will be dis- 
tributed free tothe cities, towns and villages 
that have accepted applicability of the State 
Code and will be available tothe general public 
for 50 cents each by writing tothe State Build- 
ing Code Bureau, New York State Division of 
Housing and Community Renewal, 270 Broadway, 
New York 7, New York. 


ADVISE BUILDING INSPECTORS TO EXAMINE TRUSSES 
FOR CONFORMANCE WITH STATE CERTIFICATIONS 


Building inspectors are advised that they 
have the right to examine prefabricated wood 
roof trusses for frame houses even though the 
State Building Code Council may have previously 
issued a certificate of acceptability for the 
brand of trusses being used. The inspection 
should be conducted to check that the trusses 
are precision cut, not split, madeof the proper 
species, size and gradeof lumber, and that the 
joints and fastenings are in accordance with 
the specifications inthe certificate of accep- 
tability. 

Building inspectors may also require that 
a registered architect, licensed professional 
engineer, or approved inspection agency, certi- 
fy that the prefabricated trusses comply with 
the requirements set forth in the certificate 
of acceptability. 


MARCH, 1962 


BUILDING CODE COUNCIL TO REVIEW DRAFTS 
OF STATE FALLOUT SHELTER CONSTRUCTION CODE 


The State Building Code Council has begun 
a review of the final drafts of State Fallout 
Shelter Construction Codes applicable to family 
and group fallout shelters. The codes, which 
will be promulgated and issued by the New York 
State Civil Defense Commission, 162 Washington 
Avenue, Albany, N. Y., are being reviewed by 
the State Code Council forsafety and structur- 
al sufficiency. 

The State Civil Defense Commission wil] 
specify the codes' administrative and enforce- 
ment agency. Upon promulgation, the codes wil] 
be applicable in every community in the State. 
They were prepared by Yoorhees, Walker, Smith, 
Smith and Haines, the State Code Council's con- 
sultants on fallout shelters, in collaboration 
with the Building Code Bureau of the Division 
Of Housing & Community Renewal. 


STATE CODE BUREAU'S TECHNICAL STAFF MEMBERS 
PARTICIPATE IN TOWNS ASSOCIATION MEETING 


Members of the State Building Code Bureau's 
technical staff conducted a forum on interpre- 
tation of the Code Manual during the annual 
meeting of the New York State Association of 
Towns held in Buffaio in February. 

The forum was led by Frederick Pavlicek, 
Bureau Director. Round table discussions were 
presided over by Fred Mayglothling on space and 
fire safety reouirements; LouisNielsen, plumb- 
ing and sanitary requirements; Morris Bengal, 
mechanical and equipment requirements; Jacob 
Birgy, structural requirements; and Eugene J. 
Malone, Sr., field administration. 

Also in February, Mr. Pavlicek spoke on 
"Evaluating Local and State Building Codes" at 
the monthly meeting of the Nassau County Village 
Officials Association in Floral Park. Attending 
the meeting were 125 officials representing the 
63 incorporated villages in the county. 
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STATE BUILDING CODE COUNCIL ANNOUNCES 


LATEST CERTIFICATES OF ACCEPTABILITY 

. The. ‘State Building Code Council has an- 
nounced that certificates of eccebd.anivatiay have 
been issued for the following: 

Uni-Built fireplace and flue, model 5900, 
Vega Industries, Inc., Syracuse, N. Y.; 
(224-61-D) Gable Roof Trusses 3/12 slope maxi- 
mum 28'-8" span 24" 0.C. and Gable Roof Trusses 
3/12 slope maximum 26'-8" out-to-out span 24" 
0.C., both utilizing H-Brace connector plates, 
Scholz Homes, Inc., Wilmington, Del. (223-61-MC 
and 222-61-MC); Gable Roof Trusses 4/12 slope 
maximum 26'-8" out-to-out span 24" 0.C., Gable 
Roof Trusses 4/12 slope maximum 32'-8" out-to- 
out span 24" 0.C. and 4/12 slope Wood Trusses 
maximum span 28'-8" spaced 24" 0.C., all three 
utilizing H-Brace Connector plates, H-Brace 
Inc., Miami, Fla. (221-61-MC, 220-64-MC and 
212-61-MC); AirJetStyle "G" Gasvent, sizes 3" 
through |2"(inside diameter), General Products 
Co., Inc., Fredericksburg, Va. (218-61-D); Pre- 
fabricated Wall Panel, Avcomatic Homes, Inc., 
Northport, N.Y. (232-61-MC) and Style "E" Gas- 
vent, Amerivent Division, American Metal Prod- 
ucts Co., Inc., LosAngeles, Calif. (231-61-D). 


ISSUE GUIDELINES FOR INSTALLATION OF 
COIN-OPERATED DRY CLEANING MACHINES 


Because of the increased use of coin-oper- 
ated dry cleaning machines, the State Building 
Code technical staff hasprepared the following 
rules to help building inspectors prevent in- 
stallations from becoming a danger to health 
and welfare or a nuisance: 

1) Establishments containing coin-operated 
dry cleaning machines shall be classified as 
Group C2 Occupancy. 

2) A plot plan shall be provided showing 
the location and height of existing buildings 
and the distance to the nearest window or other 
building opening. 

3) Installation shall not be permitted in 
buildings of Groups A, B, Cl, C5 or C6 Ocoupan- 
cies, in spaces that are below grade, or in 
spaces that have direct access to below-grade 
spaces. 

4) Only machines listed in Underwriters' 
Laboratories, Electrical Appliance andUtiliza- 
tion Equipment List, under Dry Cleaning Equip- 
ment shall be approved. Machines shall be se- 
curely attached to the floor. 

5) Only the solvent specified by the equip- 
ment manufacturer shall beused. Solvents shall 


be non-flammable at ordinary temperatures and 


only slightly flammable at higher temperatures. 
Approved solvents are listed in Underwriters' 


(Continued Next Column) 


FOUR MORE COMMUNITIES ACCEPT STATE CODE 
BRINGING TOTAL NOW COVERED TO 374 


Four communities have voluntarily accepted — 
applicability of the State Building Construc- 
tion Code thus far in 1962. The acceptances 
bring to 374 the number of communities under 
the Code and to 3,426,165 the number of people 
living in communities Subseries wipe 
standards. i 

The four acceptances were recorded in the 
City of Hornell, the Towns of Champion and 
Guilderland, and ‘the Village of Le Roy. 


Laboratories, Gas and Oil Equipment List in 
Section |! under Cleaning Liouids. 

6) An approved type gas mask shall be 
evailable for immediate use. 

7) Space shall be provided for customer 
areas, service areas and areas for fuel burning, 
heat producing equipment. Separations between 
such areas shall havea minimum fi re-resistance 
rating of | hour. Permanent openings shall be 
provided foroutside air to flow into each area, 

8) Service area shall be provided with a 
sheet metal iiquid-tight pan not less than 22 
gage with walls atleast 4" high and capable of 
containing all the solvent in the machines. 
Pan shall pitch toa low point to permit drain- 
age to a vented storage tank or to an approved 
means of disposal. 

9) Mechanical exhaust fans shall be pro- 
vided and shall have a minimum capacity of 225 
cfm per machine and in no case less than 1500 
cfm. Fans shall normally operate all the time 
that the establishment isopen. At least 75% of. 
air flow shall be from the customer area and 
25% fromthe service area. Air exhaust shall be 
at least 25 feet from windows of adjacent 
buildings, 10 feet above the top of windows 
within the same building, and 6 feet above the 
roof. 

10) Service areas shall be provided with 
an emergency exhaust fan. A remote control 
switch, externally operable, shall be located 
near the exit. Emergency fans shall have a ca- 
pacity at least 125 percent of the total capa- 
city of the fans normally operating, and shall 
be on a separate circuit independent of any 
other outlet. 

11) Storage of solvent shall not ie Ane one 
55 gallon drum for each multiple of 8 machines. 
Residue of solvent shall be stored in metal 
containers with tight fitting covers. Storage 
shall be limited to the service area. Transfer 
of fluids shall be made by means of closed 
leakproof pipe and pump system. 

12) Spotting operations shall be limited 
to water. 
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COMMISSIONER GAYNOR IS HONORED 
BY WESTCHESTER AND PUTNAM BUILDERS 


State Housing Commissioner James Wm. Gay- 
nor, chairman of the State Building Code Coun- 
cil, was guest of honor atthe /6th annual din- 
ner-dance sponsored by the Builders Institute 
of Westchester and Putnam Counties, Inc. on 
May 26. The Commissioner was presented with a 
plaque by the institute "for his strong inter- 
est and notable accomplishments aimed at hous- 
ing all citizens of New York State." 

A plaque also went to Frederick Pavlicek, 
State Building Code Bureau director, for "his 
guidance and support to the institute in its 
efforts toward acceptance of the New York State 
Building Code." 

On March 28 and May I6 Mr. Pavlicek and 
Louis Nielsen, associate building construction 
engineer (plumbing), participated ina panel on 
health and housing conducted by the Columbia 
University School of Public Health and Adminis- 
trative Medicine in New York City. Mr. Pavli- 
cek also was the principal speaker atthe April 
dinner meeting of the New Rochelle Rotary held 
at the Wykagyl Country Club. 


ALBERT WALSH PROMOTED 
TO DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 


Albert A. Walsh, who was Counsel to the 
Division of Housing and Community Renewal since 
July, 1960, hasbeen appointed a Deputy Commis- 
sioner, itwas announced recently by Commi ssion- 
er Gaynor. In his new position, Mr. Walsh will 
act inthe dual capacity of chief legal officer 
and chief administrative officer for the Divi- 
sion. Among his duties will be responsibility 
for the administration of the State Building 
Code, Commissioner Gaynor said. 


JAMES Wm. GAYNOR, COMMISSIONER 


JUNE, 1962 


NEW ISSUE OF GENERALLY ACCEPTED STANDARDS, 
STATE CODE BOOKLET SET FOR JULY DISTRIBUTION 


A revised issue of the "Generally Accepted 
Standards Applicable tothe State Building Con- 
struction Code" will be distributed to all com- 
munities which have accepted applicability of 
the State code. The publication lists the spe- 
cifications, codes, rules, guides orprocedures 
in the field of construction which, according 
to the standards of the State code, are nation- 
ally recognized and accepted as authoritative. 

Also scheduled for July distribution is a 
revised, up-to-date edition of the booklet en- 
titled "HOW the State Building Construction 
Code Can Help Your Community." The booklet is 
intended both formunicipal officials interest- 
ed in the benefits, use and administration of 
the State code and for private citizens and 
taxpayers to explain the advantages which a 
community gains by adopting the code. 

Copies of both publications may be obtained 
by writing the State Building Code Bureau, New 
York State Division of Housing and Community 
Renewal, 270 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y. 


STATE FALLOUT SHELTER CODE TAKES EFFECT MAY | 
FOLLOWING REVIEW BY BUILDING CODE COUNCIL 


The State Fallout Shelter Construction 
Codes applicable to family and group fallout 
shelters became effective in every community 
in the State May |. Prior totheir promulgation 
by theNew York State Civil Defense Commission, 
162 Washington Avenue, Albany, the codes were 
reviewed for safety and structural sufficiency 
by the State Building Code Council. Copies of 
the codes are being prepared now and will be 
distributed by the State Civil Defense Commis- 
sion. 
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ALFRED J. EATON REJOINS STATE CODE BUREAU; 
BENEDICT RUSSO NAMED NEW FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 


Alfred J. Eaton has rejoined the State 
Building Code Bureau's technical staff as an 
associate building construction engineer for 
fire prevention. Mr Eaton was with the Build- 
ing Code Commission in a similar capacity from 
1954 to 1959. He went to Germany in. 1959 where. 
he served for the German government in charge 
of the construction of a tunnel under the Rhine 
River at Dusseldorf. Mr. Eaton is a graduate 
of Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute and holds 
the degrees of bachelor of civil engineering, 
bachelor of mechanical engineering, master of 
civil engineering, and master of mechanical 
engineering. He also holds a master of science 
in education degree from Fordham University. 
Mr. Eaton lives at 188 Beach [57th Street, 
Rockaway Beach, Queens. 

Benedict J. Russo has been appointed a 
senior building construction engineer and will 
serve as field representative for the counties 
of Broome, Chenango, Columbia, Delaware, 
Dutchess, Greene, Nassau, Orange, Putnam, 
Rockland, Suffolk, Sullivan, Ulster and West- 
chester. He succeeds John G. Wetzel who died 
last December. 

Prior to joining the Building Code Bureau, 
Mr. Russo served as an engineer with the Town 
of Oyster Bay. He has also worked for the New 
York City Transit Authority, the Port of New 
York Authority and private engineering firms. 
Mr. Russo, who is36, holds a bachelor of civil 
engineering degree from Brooklyn Polytechnic 
Institute and is a professional engineer li- 
censed by the State of New York. 

Mr. Russo lives with his wife and three 
children at 397 Virginia Avenue, North Massa- 
pequa, MYrtle 4-0821. 


STATE BUILDING CODE COUNCIL ANNOUNCES 
LATEST CERTIFICATES OF ACCEPTABILITY 


The State Building Code Council has an- 
nounced that certificates of acceptability have 
been issued for the following: 

20th Century Homes Roof and Floor Construc- 
tion, Scholz Homes, Inc., Toledo, Ohio (213-6I- 
MC and 214-61-MC); 3/8" Thick Weld-Tex Siding 
and 3/8" Duraply Siding for Horizontal Appli- 
cation, United States Plywood Corp., New York 
City (219-61-MC); and Style "A"-"F" All Fuel 
Chimneys in 6", 7" and 8" sizes, Amerivent, 
Inc., Memphis, Tenn. (227-6I-D). 

The Council also distributed in April a 
new list of the certificates of acceptability 
which have been issued, and which are present- 
ly under examination. The list is obtainable 
by writing the State Building Code Bureau. 


STATE CODE BUREAU'S TECHNICAL STAFF MEMBERS o 
T0 PARTICIPATE. IN ANNUAL MAYORS CONFERENCE — a 4 


Members of the State Building Code Bureau's _ 


ea 
technical ‘staff cau ‘conduct a forum on inter- 


pretation of the State Code and Code Manual ie 


during the annual meeting of the New York State a 


Conference of Mayors and Other Municipal Offi- ott 
cials in Buffalo on June 25. ‘thy, 
The forum will be led by preserian pastiz” 
cek, Bureau Director. Round table discussions ~ 
will be presided over by Fred Mayglothling, © 
space requirements; Louis Nielsen, plumbing 
and sanitary requirements; Morris Bengal, 
mechanical and equipment requirements; Jacob 
Birgy, structural requirements: Alfred J. 
Eaton, fire safety requirements; and mea Je 
Malone, Sr., field administration. a 


ISSUE NEW MODEL FORM TO AID COMMUNITIES 
IN ADMINISTERING, ENFORCING STATE CODE 


The State Building Code Bureau has issued ~ 
a revised and up-dated "Model Form of Munici-— 
pal Ordinance for Administering and Enforcing 
the State Building Construction Code." The | 
publication is intended asa guide to help com-— 
munities adopting the State code in preparing 
the necessary legal legislation implementing — 
the adoption. It offers the form and wording 
of legislation to be used in designating a 
building official as a public official, and 
suggests rules which should be adopted by the 
building official, with the consent of the 
local governing body, covering the administra~ — 
tion and enforcement of his office. 


FOUR NEW COMMUNITIES ACCEPT STATE CODE 
BRINGING TOTAL NOW COVERED TO 378 


Four additional communities have accepted 
applicability of the State Building Construc- 
tion Code since the last issue of the NEWS-— 
LETTER. The acceptances bring to 378 the num-— 
ber of communities now under the Code and to 
3,459,026 the number of the people living in 
communities subscribing to the Code's standards. 

The communities accepting the Code were 
the City of Lackawanna, the Town of Perrysburg, | 
and the VillagesofNorth Hornell and Chaumont. 


